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IPl^lSB'ACE. 



7he immolations under the Car of the Hindob 
Deity are not partieularlj considered iii the 
fdl lowing Letter, that not being the siibjeet 
which I was called upon to notice : but, ad 
Mr. Boiler is of Opinion, ^' that people may 
with as much justice censdre our GoTemment 
at home for not preventing suicide, as they may 
the Government abroad for not pi^eventing the 
immolations in question ;^' and since a compa'- 
lisoB between ^' immolations in India, atid sui* 
eide in England," has actually been tttade in 
Parliament since the printing of his letter, it 
seems to be proper to weigh the merits of such 
a comparison. I allege that there is no ground 
for the comparison, either as to the frequency 
ef the deed or as to the |)rinciple. 

And, first, with respect to the frequency of 
the deed. — Mr. Buller observes, that when he 
happened to be- at Jugsjernaut, at the festival 
of the Butt in 4S09, *' he heard but of one in- 
stance cf un Immolation under the wheels of the 
car." If Mr. Buller can only speak of what 
,he ^ heard/' no dependence is to be placed on 
his information, as he well knows, even re- 
specting this one immolation which he mentions. 
When 1 was at Juggernaut, had I not followed 
the IdnVs chariot myself, I should probably 
1 
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have never " heard" ©f the two immolation* 
tvhicb I witnesfted. If the writer wished to 
have eoiQ^uiiicated to the nation any eertaiu 
information concerning these self-devotements, 
he oq^t, every roerniu^, during the height of 
the festiva.!, to have visited the Golgothavor 
place where the dead bodies are cast forth ^ 
and also the sands between the IdoPs tower and 
the t^9 and the precincts of the town. And 
while examining th^se scenes^ he ought to have 
eounted the bodies whose bones were braised 
by tlie car ; for it is very easy to distinguish 
the skeletons whi(?h have been erushed-^I say 
skeletons, for \he dogs and vultures generally 
«at oft* the flesh before the morning. The wri- 
ter com{>ates the number of pilgrims present at 
tjlie Hutt Jattra of I8099 at about 100,000 ; al* 
though he observes elsewhere, that tliis was a 
small number compared to that of other years, 
Does he then know what was the daily morta- 
lity, from diflerent causes, of this one hundre,d 
thousand pilgrims ? Was it twenty, or fifty, or 
one hundred, per day ? We know the qalcula* 
tion which han been made,' of the daily cas^r 
alties in an army of 100,flOO men, when in a 
generally healthy state. What, then, must be 
rtie daily average of deaths in an army of one 
luindred thousand pilgrims ; " a large propor- 
tion of whom," according to Mr. Buller, '^ con- 
gists of the old and infirm, who come' for the 
express purpose of laying their bones within' 
the precincts of the city !" Or did he ever 
make any inquiry respecting the daily devas- 
tation of the various causes of death, so as to 
be able to offer even a conjecture on the sub- 
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j€«t? Did be ever send for (he hurries (or 
corpse-carriers) and investigate accurately li«w 
many Immolations look place while he resided 
in Orissa ? Or can he say certainly, from any 
authentic data, that there ^vere not in fact 
many self-devotements during that period ?— I 
think it probabie, that the writer cannot answer 
one of these qnestions in tlie affirmative. A 
simple ease will explain my meaning in pro* 
Bosing them. During the many years Mr. Bui* 
ier reside^d in Calcutta, he probably never saw 
more than three or four women burned ;— -I do 
not know that he saw one ; — yet it now appears, 
from unquestionable evidence, that a very con- 
siderable number of f&males were immolated 
within a short distance of his residence during 
that period. As it was with respect toi iramo*^ 
lations at and near Calcutta, so, we would in- 
fer, it might have been as to Immolations at 
Jaggernaut. 

It will be proper here to assign the reason 
why so few immolations of women are seen by 
Europeans in India ; ' for I itndersta»d the eir^ 
cumstance has greatly perplexed the minds of 
some. The causes are these : ^ 

/ i. There are in India 30,000 English, and 
fifty mlltions of natives. In Calcntta alone, 
the calculation, a few years ago', was IffOO En- 
glish, and ahont half a million natives. 

2. By a law of the East-India Company, no 
British subject can reside above ten miles^ dis- 
tance from a principal settlement, without a 
special licence. 

3>, The bjtirnings do not always occur in the 
fame place; but at some convenient spot near 



house «#F tfce deceased Hindoo, and gene- 
^y on the b allies of a river, ^ 

fe. The burning generaUy begins next f]J^^ 
>^ after the dceease of the hnsbnnd 5 ar if h^ 
J ditrius the nt^ht, it takes place next eyen- 
r, on account of the state of the eorpse in a. 
It elimate. Immediately on the decease •» 
e husband, the Brahmias wait on the wldow^ 
Icnow if she means to bum ; and all is ^^^'^ 
gtl ia an hour or two. 

^, If the burning takes place in the forenoon, 

^ does not begin generally till ten o'clock, or 

^ter, when the sun is hot, and when no JBn- 

^lig^hman goes to any distance without necessity^ 

^f it takes place in the eveninf^, the ijame n»ay 

30 seen at a distance 5 but as it is more Hkely 

^Q be inerety the burning of a dead body (the 

pile f<ar which is generally lighted in the even* 

^g), the^expe<$tatioB of a woman burning alive 

^g iiot excited. From the terraces of the hoosea 

j^fi Caleuttav fu^n^rc^l piles may be seen on the 

^ther side of the river so commonly, that they 

^Yi-e not partieulariy noticed. No person thinks, 

f^f goia§ oVer to examine what is doing ; as it 

is known to be, in general eases, only the burn* 

iog of a dead body. 

6. Unless an Eogltshman comes casually np*^ 
oTi tlie scene, he never ©an, genei^ally speaking, 
isee a burning. The only expedient is, to de- 
sire year Hindoo servants to mention when 'they 
hear that en^ is aboot to take place. But 
a.^ain, your Hindoo servants live in your own 
hiyse, and not in the native part of the town ; 
i\^ unless it be one of their own relations who 
19 d^a^, they seldom bear any thing; of the eveat^ 



tiU afterwards. Another obstaele ig, that they 
are averw to eoatmttiiicate to Christians anj 
iaformaiioii eoneerning a eastom which they 
know is not approved. The Mahometans, on 
the other hand, hare [ess difficulty | hot then 
they have leas acquaintanee with what is pass* 
h|g among Hindoo families; My sirear (or 
hoase-steward) has more than onee apprised me 
4>f a barning ; but I do not recollect that a Ma^ 
hometan servant ever did* And, again, even 
if you should receive timeJy ioteiligenee, it may 
happen that the distance is inconvenient. The 
usual plaee of burning, on the Calcutta side of 
the water, is at Chit(>ore Ghaut, about four 
miles from the English part of the town ; and 
idw of the English will choose to travel eight 
miles, Hiider a hot sun, through orowded bazars, 
to witness the scene. 

7. To {ill these eau^es may be added, the 
utter disinelination of the English, in general, 
to inquire into what the natives ape doing. No* 
thing relating to them exeites much interest. 
They constitute a distinct world from the En- 
glish. Their language, manners, and religion, 
the EngHfth understand not. But chiefly the 
personal degi*adation of the Hindoos, from po« 
verty of ctrcumstanees and ignorance of mind, 
separates the two nations ; «o that an -English 
lady or geatieaiiui, in Calcutta, is generally 
much better acquainted with what has passed 
during the former year on the banks of the river 
Thames, [in Eugland] than with the scenes on 
the banlcB of the Ganges. 

These considerations will shew what weight 
is due to the argument so often repeated, viz. 
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That the immolationii of women must 'be ftw^ 
since go few £n§iUh gentlemen have seen ihen. 

The tianje obsert'atiouH will, for the most pai'l, 
ae<^Quiit lor that prevailint^ ignorance eoneerning 
Hin^oQ $eenes in geaeral, such as the lieenti* 
ous eeremonies of the Rutt Jattra, and the im- 
iholations of men in the variou»way8 in which 
they are practised ; for numerous are the modes 
in. which religious suicide is perpetrated, be* 
siiiei^ that of being crushed under the chariot 
of an idol. To compare the immolatioRs of 
men in India with suicide in England, is ex«> 
oeedingly preposterous. It is a received maxim 
of philosophic writers, that, in any nation, the 
eases of suicide by the men greatly exceed 4ho«o 
by the women ; and the fact is accoonteil for 
on self-evident principles. But it has been sa- 
tisfactorily established, that upwards of ten 
thousand women commit suicide annually in 
India. What becomes, then, of the analogy 
between the immolations of men in India and 
in £ngland } 

Again : the immolations in India differ en- 
tirely from suicide in England, in the pnnci|i2«, 
or moving cause of .the act.— ^Religious suiekle 
amopg the Hindoos is an act quite distinct from 
that suicide in Europe which results ft-om des- 
pair. A (lindoo is not usually urged to this 
act by a sentiment of despair, but by the con* 
viction of a meritorious deed ; by the belief 
that be purchases heaven by his own blood ; 
or by sympathetic phrensy. He devotes /<imse(jP 
to death with the same feeling, and on the same 
principle,' that he devotes his ^' first-born child 
to Gunga,'' and can. behold the infont in the 
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jaws of the allifl^tor without eompassiQi) or 
eonpanetiom The advocates for the tranquil 
coBtiuaanee of the superstition of Brahma will 
not deny, that, whatever be its actual eharae* 
ter, or whoever be the spiritual deity that fules 
ita votaries, it destroys all the ^^ tender visit- 
ings of nature*'' 

It is projper I should say something on the 
tabjeet of the Beeond Letter in the following 
pages. In three publieations eoncerning India, 
viz. ^ A Memoir of the Expediency of an £c* 
olesiastieal Establishment," the ^' Christian Re- 
searches in Asia," and the " Brief View of the 
fitate of the British Colonies in Respect to Re- ' 
iigioQs Ihstr4iction,*' there is no exposition of 
the peculiar subject of that letter. And it is 
most certain, that it would not now have been 
given, had not an attempt been made, in a pa- 
per laid before the Council of the Nation, to 
represent the ^^ sculptures on the walls of Jug« 
gernant" as being as harmless, in regard to 
tiieir moral effect on the Hindoos, as the figures 
,on an Etruscan vase are to us : from which the 
conclusion naturally would be, that the worship 
iftf ihe Hindoos is not more contaminated by in- 
delicacy than that of the English. 

I would beg leave to notice in this place the 
late discussion in Parliament coneerning the 
enormities of the Hindoo worship, and the at- 
tempt made by some Honorable Members to 
qualify them. I understood, sohne time ago, 
that the statement in my own writings which 
chiefly excited animadversion, was that which 
iFefers to the burning of women^ But I pre- 
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same that it u now gdoeraHjr known, ihnl 

subsequent statements oF indubitabie anthority 
have far exceeded mine, and have set the ques- 
tion at re&t. 

Perhaps the Honorable Members above al- 
luded to are not aware, that a work has been 
recently published in Bengal, in four volnmos 
quarto, entitled, ^^ An Aceount of the Writings, 
Religion, ami Manners of the Hindoos, includ- 
ing Translations from ^faeir principal Work^ $ 
by William Ward, one of the Baptist Mission- 
aries at Serampore $" wh|eh has been bought 
'up with avidity in India, has already passed 
through two editions, and is now republishing 
in this country. It was printed under the im- 
mediate eye of the Supreme Gove^^nment (as it 
neeessarily^ust be), and possesses an unques- 
tionable authenticityy generally, on the various 
-subjects concerning whicji it treats. It takes 
the high groui^ of literal translations from the 
Hindoo books, recent events, and living wit- 
nesses.«-Now, this work not only confirms the 
statements ijMiiy. volumes, ^i mostpoinU whi^sh 
were controHrled, but it goes for beyonu theniv 
It describes, for ^example, the atroeities con« 
nected with the burning of women, self-tortyre, 
and the impurity of the Hindoo worship, in 
such a manner as shews that I have scarcely 
entered the vestibule of their temple. It states, 
that, an attempt was made to ascertain the 
number ot* widows who %vere burned alive, with- 
jln thirty miles around Calcutta, in the year 
1803, and << that the return made a total of 
fouT hundred and thirty-eight." And, in re- 
gard to the circumstances of horror which 
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sometimes attend these scenes, I beg the reader 
will accept the two following examples. The 
first has already been noticed in the House of 
Commons, in answer to an opposing statement 
which asserted the '* filial Jpiety" of the Hindoos, 
** About the year 1796, the following most 
shocking and attrocious murder, under the 
name of suhumbrunu,* was perpetrated at Mu« 
jiiupoor, about a day's journey south from Cal- 
cutta. Yaocha-ramu, a Bramhun, of the above 
place, dying; his wife went to be burnt with the 
body ; all the previous ceremonies w ere per- 
formed; she was fastened on the pile, and the 
fire was kindled. The funeral pile was by the 
side of some brushwood, and near a river. It 
was at a late hour when the pile was lighted, 
and was a very dark, rainy night. When the 
fire began to scorch this poor woman, she con- 
trived to disentangle herself from the dead bo-^ 
dy, crept from under the pile, and hid herself 
among the jbrushwood. In a little time it was 
discovered that only one body was on the pile. 
The relations immediately took the alarm, and 
began to hunt for the poor wretch who had made 
ber escape. After they had found her, the son 
dragged her forth, and insisted upon her throw'^ 
ing her^lf upon the pile again, or that she 
should drown or hang herself. She pleaded 
for her life, at. the hands of her own son, and 
declared she could not embrace so horrid a 
death. But she pleaded in rain ; the son urg* 
ed that he should lose his cast, and that, there- 
fore, he would die or she should. Unable t(^ 

• $^hu, tpr^A .• murunu, death. 
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persuade Iter to han^ or drown lierself, the son 
and the others then tied her hands and her feet| 
and threw jier on the funeral pile, where she 
qniekly perished.'^ 

The other example, which far exceeds the 
foregoing in awful enormity, is the following : 
-^^^ Gnopinal'bu, a Bramhun employed in the 
Serampore printing-o^ee, in the year 1799 
saw twenty4wo females burnt alive with the 
remains of Ununtu, a Bramhun of Ba^nuparu, 
near Nudeeyu. This Koolinu Bramtiim had 
more than a hundred wives. At the first kin- 
dling of the fire only three of these wives had 
arrived. The fire was kept kindled three days ! 
When one or more arrived, thfe ceremonies were 
gone through, and they threw themselves on the 
blazing fire I On the first day three were 
burned $ on t|ie second and third days, nineteen 
more. Among these womi^n, some were as 
much as forty years old, and others as young 
as sixteen. The three first had lived with this 
Bramhun, the others had seldom seen him. Her 
married in one house four sisters $ two of these 
were among the number burnt.'' 

Now, if the horrible transaction here related 
did not take place, it is very easy to ascertain 
(he fact. Nudeeytl, or as it is commlhily cat* 
led, Nuddeea^ is at no great distance up the ri- 
ver above Calcutta. The event is said to have 
occurred in 1799. If it did take place in that 
year, hundreds of people now alive must have 
witnessed it. The Brahmin, who had a hun- 
dred wives, must have been well known. Let 
the inquiry then be made ; and let the credit of 
the %vork, generally, rest on the result: I know 
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Roiliing of the merits of the book, bot I depend 
OD the character of the authors and the circum^ 
stances under which it is published ; and I saj 
that the probability of the truth of the trans- 
aetion jifst related is as great as the absurdity 
would be of supposing the following case, viz. 
^< That an author could be found in England 
who should publii^h a work, in^ four volumes 
quarto, in which it should be stated, that in the 
year 1799 twenty-two women were burnt alive 
on the banks of the 'JUhames at Kichniond, and 
(hat the lire was kept burning three days ; and 
moreover, that the book was published with tike 
express leave of the King, under the eye and 
responsibility of iiis government^''* 

* As certain g-enllcmen from India have been ac* 
ctised in Parliament of " pertinaciously denying facts, 
a^ the easiest mode of resisting the religious improve- 
ment of India,** it is proposed to do them justice, and 
to prove their sagacity, by llie investigation of the 
above sacrificle of twenty-two women on one pile ; and 
their attention shondd be steadily fixed in tlie contem- 
plation of the subject, until they or their parliamentary 
accusers shall have obtained the victory. Or if they 
sliould like the investigation of the following fact bet- 
ter, it may be adopted with equal propriety : the event 
occurred in May or June oi' last year, at Chunakuli, 
not far from Calcutta ; and the account of it was soou 
after printed and published in Bengal. A Kooleen 
Brahmin died at Chunakuli, " who had married twen- 
ty-five women, thirteen of whom died during his life- 
time : the remaining twelve perished with him on the 
funeral pile, leaving thu'ty children to deplore the fatal 
ejects of this horrid system.**—-The same printed ac- 
count immediately states the following fact, as illus- 
trative of the system : — " Some years ago a Kooleen 
Brahmin, of considerable property, died at Sookachura, 
three miks cast of Serampore (where thj Missioniiries 
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2ei^enbalg, ami his feJlow-missioBaries, first 
gave the only satisfactory account of the maa- 
ners and religion of the South of India.* It 
was to be expected that the present Missiona'^ 
ries in Bengal would give the most partieulftr 
account of the North. In every keathen na^- 
tion, the Missionaries are generally best qua<- 
Jiiied to delineate the Oiharacter of the inbabi'- 
tants. Both in the Eastern and Western He« 
mispheres the religious men have described the 
country and manners of the people. The cpm- 
mercial men in the East knoi»> in general^ very 

live.) He had married more than forty women, all of 
"whom died before him, except in,^ "Eighteen. On this 
occasion a fire, extendinj^ ten or twelve yai'ds in leng-lh, 
was prepared, into which tlie remaining" eigliteen threw 
themselves, leaving more tlian forty children, m^Lny of 
whom are still living.** 

Or, if the case of the seventy women, who were sa- 
crificed in May and June of last year, within two hun- 
dred miles of Calcutta, of whom the twelve above- 
mentioned were a part, and of whom a list and parti- 
cular account, recording name ami place, was lately in- 
serted in the public papers, should be thought a more 
suitable subject for enquiry, it may be undertalcen. 
This, indeed, appears to be the fittest case of all for 
trial and actual proof; for it is stated that there are 
** one hundred and eighty-foui*" wit»esses, who may be 
produced ; namely, the one hundred and eighty-four 
orphans of the deceased fathers and sacrificed mothers. 
The places where these, witnesses reside have all been 
printed ; and are not, in general, fur fbom Calcutta*— 
(See appendix, JVo. IX) 

• The transactions of the Tranqiiebar Mission fill 
many volumes in quarto, in the German language. A 
very small portion of them has been translated into 
KagUsh. 
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Iktie of the subject Resident generally m 
towns or on (he sea-eoa»t, and oVeiipied by fo- 
reijypn avoeattons, they rarely penetrate into th^ 
interior, to inTestigafe, under a meridian sun, 
the manners and eustoms of' the people. As 
to the literary men^ againi. who merely consult 
hooks, theii' adrantages of inlbrmation are con- 
fessedly very fitr inferior to those of the Mis- 
sionaries. Of this ^neral ignorance of English 
residents in India emieerning native scenes, we 
have lately had some remarkable examples '!n 
the evidewie delivered at the bar of the House 
of Commons. Gentlemen who had occupied 
high odicial stations in that country betrayed a 
defect of information respecting the state of the 
natives, and the .progress of Christianity in dif- 
ferent provinces, which has been contemplated 
hy manv with otter a,stonishmf nt. The circum- 
stanoe, liowever, may be accounted for, in some 
degree, by the following consideration. India 
is not less than three thousand miles in erteut. 
Now Uie Shetland Islands are only seven hun- 
dred miles from London ; but a merchant in 
London knows very little about the manners 
and customs of the Shetland Isles, Thus it is 
in Hindostan. A merchant in Bcngel knows 
in general very little of what is passing seven 
huDdre<l miles from that province. But, if the 
question respects a 'distance of two thousand or 
three thousand miles, it is much if he have a 
map of the country. In the time of Governor 
Hastings, the life and acts of the illustrious 
SwAHTz, his contem|>orary, and of his learned 
predecessors and their transactions at tlie Courts 
of Tanjore and Mysore, and the progress of 
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Christianity in tlie southern regions and Cey- 
lon, were all of them cSreomstanees nearly as 
much unknown in Bengal, as the transaetiotis of 
the Catholic Missionaries at the OcMirt of Be* 
kin, or the state of Christianity in the interior 
of China. 

The great extent of Htndostan in iongitade 
and} latitude, may also account, in some degree^ 
for the discrepancy of relations concerning the 
Hindoo people ;. for in the nations between Cey- 
lon and Cubnl, there are as great dillerenees ia 
manners, customs, and religion, as in't^ose be- 
tween the Shetland Istes and Constantinopk^. 
Our nation has lately wondered at the flattering 
account given of the Hindoos at the bar ^of the 
House of Commons, by some ek)quent advocates 
for the continuance of their existing state. Bat 
the above consideration, of the gref&t eYt^ntof tlie 
Indian Continent, may suggest the pooaibflity, 
that, in some favoured region, a people may ex* 
ist, difiPering in certain respeets, from the Hin- 
doos in general ; " a civilized and moral people," 
who " treat their females with confidenee,re8pect 
and delicacy;" who practice the virtues of "hos- 
pitality and charity ;" who are "distinguished 
by the finest qualities of the mind 5" -who are 
" brave, generous and humane-^ and their truth 
as n^markable as their courage ;" and who, in 
short, like St. Pierre's " happy Indian family," 
may well make Christians blush. The accounts 
do not add whether these Hindoos have renoun> 
ced the worship of (he Lingam ; for the adage 
still holds good, " If you would know the cha- 
racter of the nation, look at the templ^." It is 
a good rule in ou,r gp/ieral refleelions on naiioii^, 
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to* beware, lest^bj andaly exalting paganisovy 
ure should debase Christianitj. It is yet a bet- 
ter rule to aekaowledge the Bible id our old 
ftge, and to do some honour to Christianity be- 
fore we die.* Mai»y of us from India had, eeri- 
tainly, little opportunity of doing honour to 
Cliristiaiiity there. Let us then look into the 
Bible at home ; and while we cherish with lau- 
clallk aasuety a desire to do justice to the Hin- 
doos, to give to Brahma that which is Brah- 
ma's, let us also endeavHur ^' tb give unto God 
that v/hieh is God's." We shall shortly be 
fibtced in eireunistanees,- eve^ perhaps before 
we leave this world, when the reflection that 
we bad ^^ stood on the Lord's side,'' will be 
grateful to the soul, and support the sinking 
spirits; and, when, in the review of all the 
nations which we have witnessed, and in re- 
eolleetioii of their principles knd actions, we 
shall bequeath to tnem this wish. That the 
book of God's revealed will may go forth a- 
moBg them, as the best blessing to mankind ! 

ist Julyj 1813. 

• It is to be hoped, for the credit of British Indiai, tHftt 
the next generation of gentlemen returning ft-om that 
country, will not expose themselves to the severe and 
pointed remark of Lord Milton, tlie aon of Earl Fitz- 
wilUam, in his speech in the House of Commons. " I 
want no more," said he, " to convince me of the neces- 
sity of the religious improvement of India, than the 
sentiments which have been uttered this evening by 
gentlemen returned from that quarter/* — Debatt of 
the Vrth Jum^i 1813. 
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TO THE COURT OF DinECTORS OP THE H©Bff^- 
EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

HONORABLE SIRS, 

I WAS yesterday favoured with a copy of 
a letter addres^^ed by Mr. Charles Buller to 
your Honourable Court* dated the 19th instant, 
uliich has been ordered to be laid on the table 
of the House of Commons, relating to the wor- 
ship of the idol Juggernaut ; and I now beg 
leave to submit some remarks on that document. 
The reference which the writer makes lo me 
by name, and to my publications on this sub- 
ject, will apologize for my doing myself the 
honour of addressing your Honourable Court. 

Par. 1. Mr. Buller fully confirms, in essei^- 
tial points, (he general statements made by me, 
concerning the part which the Bengal Govern- 
ment has taken hi the superintendance of Jug- 
gernant, and in deriving revenue from the wor- 
ship of the idol ; but he defends the policy. 
With that 1 have nothing to do. He admits, 
also, that self-immolation under the wheels of 
the. ear is practiced, but thinks the instances 
are rare. 1 am of opinion that they are rare 
also ; rare, 1 mean, when compared with the 
number of females immolated on the funeral 
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pile« He heard of one immolation wliile he 
was at Juggernaut ; and I hare stated that I 
saw two. -v 

2. The only part of his letter that I need to 
notice, is that which relates to the indeeencj of 
the exhibition at Juggernaut :•— ^^ On that point, 
(he says) jmy attention was directed to a pub- 
lication by the Rev. Claudius Buchanan, who 
speaks of a priest having pronounced certain 
obscene stanzas, in the ears.of the people, and 
of certain indecent gestures exhibited by a boy 
and a priest on the car." On this passage Mr. 
Buller observes :•— *^^ I do not n|ean to doubt 

.the fact.'' " With respect to the indecent ges- 
tures said lo have been exhibited on the car, 
all I can say is, that if sych tilings are done I 
never saw them." In tfia foregoing quotations 
I state what I saw in 1806, and Mr. Buller 
states what he did not sec in ISOd. 

3. On my witnessing the atrocities at Jug- 
gernaut in 1806, I wrote letters from the spot 
to a Member of the Supreme Government, and 
to the Senior Chaplain in Bengal, containing 
portions of my journal as now given to the pub- 
lic, and expressing a hope that the Bengal Go- 
vernment would use its influence in suppress- 
ing the sanguinary and indecent exhibitions. 
These letters were afterwards fairly copied, 
and put into the hands of many. Men's minds 
were shocked by the recital, and Government 
was blamed. It is possible that Mr. Buller 
niay not have heard of these letters, a1- 
thoui^h they were certainly in the hands of 
his intimate friends ; and in that case no blame 
is imputable to him for not having alluded to 
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them. Previooftly to tl^.ia, one of the members 
of the Supreme Government (Mr. Uilny) had 
protested agaiiMt anj interference at all with 
the nIoI Juggernaut*; and the Marquis Weilea* 
ley had dee lined giving his sanetion to the la«ir 
for the superinteudance and eontroul of the 
temple. The question now wad, whether, ur* 
der existing eireumstanees, the enormity of 
these scenes might not be, in some degree, qita- 
lified. What instructions Government may 
have given to the. Superintendant of the temple 
on this head, I do not know, as 1 soon after left 
the country. #lf they gave none, this is directly 
contrary to the evidence of Mr. Graham (him* 
self a Member of the Supreme GoveMimeiit,) 
before the Committee (^f tlie House of Commons. 
If the Government did issue some in«>?nietiftK» 
on the subject, then that fact alone may ac- 
count for the difference of the scenes which 
were exhibited to me in 1800, and to Mr. Btiller 
in ISOO.t 

• See Mr. Udny's Minute : Appendix, No. IV. 

f I allege it will be found, that Mr. Buller h^s cliar^- 
ed me with an erroneous statement in repai-d to tlw 
existence of that which I myself contributed to aboHik. 
Not that I can believe it is abolished. By no means. Li- 
centiousness is accounted as legitimate a. charucter of 
tlie Rutt Jattra in India, as it wus of the feast of Bac- 
chus among the Greeks. Bnt I collect from Mr. Biil- 
ler*s account, that a circumstance has taken place 
which I had reason to expect would result from ray 
public remonstrance, and from the influence of the Go- 
vernment at Juggei-naut : namely, that there is no lon- 
ger any improper exhibition in the preseiice of Europe- 
ans of' rank or authority. I ha,d myself urged on the 
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• 4. I shall now hewevi^r assume^ ftr the sake 
of argumeDt* that the Bengal Govemtnent did 
not send intstniictions to the Superintendant of 
Juggernaut to endeaToar to qitattfy the enor- 
nitj of the ptihlie exhibitionK ; and shall pro- 
eeed to review the opposing statements of Mr. 
Bullera,ndnij9eif, even tinder that supposition* 
I shall simply state, in the first plaee, that what 
I saw in 1806 Was seen, in part at least, by 
others. I appeal to Henry Hunter, Esq. super- 
intendant of the temple in 1805, and toCapt.Pa*t- 
ton and Lti^ut. Woodeoek, military ofiicers in 
the Company's service, then on duty at Jugger* 
naat, whether they have not at any time wit- 
nessed the priest, who, for (he time, directed 
Ihe car of the id'ol, standing with his long wand 
in his hand behind the wooden. horses, project- 
ing this wand significantly, and with most un- 
seemly aetion, using at the same time bther in- 
decent gestures, and accompanying these ges- 
tures with songs and extempore i^peecht*^, ad- 
dressed to a multitude composed of both sexes P* 

• 

Members of the Bcnj^al Government, that although we 
could not well inlerfcre with these festivals m other 
places, we might do it here ; inasmuch as we had now 
assumed the rej^ulation of the place and temple (the 
law tor the " superintendance and management of the 
temple*' having passed ubout tvrt) months before f ar- 
rived,) and as the priests would do^ibtless be civil to 
our requests, as receiving their salaries at OMt hands. 
Tliis leasoning was admitted ; and I was given to un- 
derstand that soniething would be done. 

• I might also refer to Capt. Comyn, (or Cummin) a 
visitor, and to other gentlen»fn wlio might have visited 
Juggenuiut about that period, some of whom muy 
possibly be now in England. 
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ff. Mf. Bttller vobders how I 8hon]<! kitot^ 
that the speeehes of the priest were incleeeiit« 
as he thinks it probable 1 did not understand 
the vemaeu4artongae of the provinee of Orissa. 
la reply to this, I have to observe, that I had 
two translations of tlie language ; one irom the 
indec^t gestores of the priest, %vhose attitudes 
too plainly interpreted his words ; and anothei' 
from my servants around me, who eootd trans- 
late every word he ottered, 

6. The writer has argued, in two different 
places of his letter, as if I had Maid that ^' my' 
ears were shocked by hearing the songs." I 
hav&used no s<ich M'ords, nor any^ thing like 
them. My words are these : '^ 1 felt a consci- 
ousness of doing wrong, in witnessing this dis- 
gusting exhibition ; and was somewhat appal- 
led by the magnitude and horror of the spec^ 
tocfe." 

7, The writer marvels, in the next place, 
that I should have heard any thing distinct- 
ly^ on aceonnt of the noise of the people ^^ clapo 
ping their hands, talking, shouting, and mer- 
ry-making," in a crowd ^^ of about one hun- 
dred thousand ;" particularly ^< when, owing 
to the distance of the platform on which the 
priest stands, one could not by any endeavours 
get within ten yards of him." Mr. Bullcr 
would leave it to be inferred here, that I was 
not within " ten yards" of the priest : — w he re- 
us I state, in the printed account, that ^^ I went 
oB in the procession close by the tower ;" and, 
in the letters circulated at Calcutta, it was 
stated, that I was so close to the tower '^ as to 
receive a garland of flowers ft^m the hand of 
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the priest." The £eicl was, I could toireh the 
car with my hand, during almost Ike wbvte 
time. 

8. Mr* Buller observes agam, that the ^^ noise 
of the people was incessant^ and without inter- 
in issioo^ so that he eonld. not bear any thing 
that was said." Doubtless he eoutd not hear 
vhat was said hy the priest, if he stood at a 
diatanee.—- It is proper to explain here that, on 
these occasions, Europeans in India usually 
look on at a distance^ on aecouat of the press 
of the people^ At. Juggernaut, in 1$06, the 
English gentlemen usually sat in the Cutehery^ 
or public office, to see the procession pass. I 
sat there l9^ a while on dillerent days ; but I 
could bisar or see nothing distinctly, except al 
the moment of passing, and I joined the pro- 
eession. Mr. Buller mentions that some ladies 
ivere with him ; it is therefore probable that 
Mr. Buller sat all the while with the ladies in 
the Cutehery, and that they did not fi»llow the 
idol for two or three hours, to see what wa^ 
transacting among the people, at their eelebra* 
tion of the famed Rutt Jattra. 

0. Mr. Buller thinks that the noise of the 
people about the car is ^' incessant, without in* 
termission ;" but if he had joined the car, he 
would have found that this is not the cafie. 
When the priest pronounces his stanzas, which 
he does generally while the car stands still, 
there is a solemn silence among the people who 
are near it, and they listen with keen attention : 
at the conclusion they respond with a sensual 
yell of approbation, and then urge the car 
along. Many sut$b yells I am sure Mr. Buller 



most have beard, alUieiigh be miffht not bare 
known ivbat it was iiiat produeed thefli. T» 
suppose that the priest should, on any publk) 
oeeasion, address the people and not be listened, 
to, is bardly consMteni. Mr. Boiler's acknowl^ 
edged ignoranee of this notorious eireumataneey 
viz. that there is a irequent intermission of tbe 
noise of the people about the car, and a^gaping 
attention to devour I be word's of the priest, en-* 
tirely convinces me that be must be wbolly ig^- 
norunt of many important particulars of tbe 
native seenes at Juggernaut. 

10. I do not iippute it as a fault to Mr. BaU 
ler, that be has come away so imperfectly in<« 
formed respecting the scenes of Jn^ernaut ; 
nor do I mueh wonder at it. In the eight years 
during whieb I believe we resided together in 
Calcutta, I never met Mr. Buller once^ that I 
can remember, in the district of the natives, at* 
tending a Bahamnron,* or witnessing their pro- 
cessions or religions rites. I never heard that 
he had any taste for investigating the existing 
customs of the people, •or any soHcitnde to un- 
derstand the character of their superstitiofu, 
whether for the purpose of extending Chris- 
tianity or of palliating idolatry. And I dare 
say he will candidly^ confess, that while he held 
his high station at -Juggernaut, he never dream- 
ed of putting bis person to inccfn^'enience or 
danger, by prosecutiug researches of this kind ; 
and that, instead of visiting frequently, with 
such intent, the noisome precincts of the pollut- 
ed town and temple,' he preferred the salubrious 

ft 
• Burning of Women. 



gales at Kb-Fesi^Teiiee^ on the p]eadant shores of 
Ihe DeighbouriDg sea. I do not, I say, impute 
&t as a llault to Mr. Bailer, that he has not a 
taste for sueh iaqairies $ but 1 wonder exceed- 
ingly that, under saehcircumstaaees, he should^ 
in an oMeiai letter to your Honourable Court, 
intended to be laid on the table of the House of 
JCo«Bmons| ha?e ursed (at least with gravity) 
two objections so frivolous as the folloiving : 
First, that possibly 1 did not understand the 
dialeet of Orissa ; and second, that probably^ 
if I did understand it,' I was" at too §reat a dis- 
tance from the speaker to hear what was said. 
Oit these two inuendes t^sts the whole argument 
of Mr. BuUer, on the point in question, addres- 
sed to your Honourable Court. 

11. Mr. BuUer observes, that nothing impro- 
per in the exhibition could have been apprehen- 
ded when he was at Jugc^ernaut, otherwise the 
^ntlemen. would not have asked the ladies to 
witness the procession. This is specious f but 
it amounts to little when the circumstances are 
explained. Mr. Hunter, in iao6, (long before 
Mr« BuUer's arrival at Juggernaut,) would 
doubtless discountenanee any indecency as much 
as he could, and woult( request the officiating 
priest to suppress it, at least in the presence of 
B^ropeaas. 1 certainly had seme conversation 
with Mr. Hunter on the subject. There was 
no lady at Juggernaut when I was there. On 
occasion of the first lady eoming ta the place, 
we may believe that some endeavour would be 
made, by the interference of the Company's of- 
ficers, to prevent any thing improper fram be- 
ing practised, whi^f the idol passed the Cutch- 
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ery. If ilie director of the ear was aware that 
any particular practice would give offence to 
Uie SiiperinteiiaHnt of the temple (whose ioeal 
influence we may suppose is very great,) he 
would, withtiut doubt, in deference to his rank 
and authority, suppress it in his presenee, or 
while passing the Cutcliery. But this decidtfs 
nothing as to the character of the Hindoo fes- 
tival of the Rutt Jattra; Had Mr. Buller ae- 
Vffmpanied the oar in a private character for a' 
few days, he would have returned to England 
with very 4 liferent impressions of the orgies of 
Juggeniaut,* 

12. It will now be proper to advert to the 
stanzas of the oi^Seiating priest while directing 
the car. Mr. Buller admits, that ^^ the songs 
in question, if he may rely on the information 
he received, are denominated Cubbee." He was 
rightly informed. Tbey are licentious songs, 
recounting the amours of their gods, and are 
replete with obscenity. Mr. Buller apologises 
for the use of the Cubbee in these words ; ^' But 
whoever knows any thing of the Hindoos, must 
be aware that their veneration for antiquity will 
not allow (hem to depart from any thing which 
has once ftirme'l a part of their ceremonies.^' 
This is trulv said, if left to themselves, with- 
out instruction or regard, the Hindoo people 
will never depart from their ancient supersti- 
tions, however sanguinary or obscene. 

18. As to Mr. BuUcrV attempt to justify the 
recital of the Cubbee in the public festivals of 

• I use the old orthog'Vaphy in wrltin:^ this werd; 
£n^ljsii orgnns cunnot prcinQunci Ja^^h-natyiu 



LETTER I, 2t 

the Hindoos, by intimating^ that it is <^ a spe- 
cies of song not very unlike t^iat which is ad- 
mitted into oiir own sacred writings ;" 1 will 
itot suftVr myself to make anV comment upo^.i it 
in a letter addressed to jonr llonourable Court. 
Mr. Buller adds, " Ours" (i. e. onr Cubbee) 
** i imagine are not at present read in any parts 
of our service." 

1*. The observations and arguments of Mr. 
Buller, in his letter, go to countenance an opin- 
ion that there is no obscenity in the Hindoo 
worship; that its ancient character has sud- 
denly disuppeared ; or at least, if it exist in the 
derivative streams, that it is not to be found at 
the fountain head. He says that he not only 
never saw, but that he never heard of any such 
thing. Mr. Buller knows well, that if he did 
not chuse to make inquiry, (he natives would 
never let hiqi hear any thing to their disadvan- 
tage. But I must beg leave most respectfully 
to assu^e your Honourable Court, that Mr. Bul- 
ler is entirely mistaken in his estimate of the 
character of the Hindoo worship. The two 
friiaracteristics of the worship of Brama/are 
impurity ind blood. The emblems oi* the for- 
mer vice are engraved in durable sculpture ev- 
ery where on t!ie walls of the temple. Why 
are they thus engraved ? Because they eonsti- 
tut3 the very essence of the Brahminical su- 
perstition. No labour of language, no qualifi- 
cation of expression, can ever do away this 
most notorious fact. I would add, that there i« 
not a single authentic historian of the Hindoo 
manners and religion from Tavernier down to 
this time, who has ventured to dissemble it. 
3 
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15. Having said thus mnch OD sabjects which 
Mr. Ruller eontroverts^l think it fit now to no- 
tiee a subject which he does not controvert, 
namely, the horrible efiects of the coneour^e of 
Pilgrims at Jii^s^eniaut/ Mr. BuUer considers 
^< that the pilgrims come from all parts of Hin- 
dostanyfrom upwards of 1000 miles distance.; 
and that a large proportion of these consist of 
the old and intirm, who come for the express 
purpose of laying their boneis within tlie pre- 
cincts of the city." He farther argues, that 
even if there were ten immolations at a singhi 
festival, it would not be surprising, considering 
the extent of the population ; ^' for 1 suppose," 
he adds, " the wiiole of the Hindoo popula- 
tion, as far as Cabul, to be not much siiort of 
two hundred milUoas." 

.10. Mr. Buller would maintain the proposj- 
lion, ^' that the imposition of the tax diminishes 
the number of pilgrims." But the events of 
this last year render this proposition very ques- 
tionable. I would observe in the mean time, 
that.Mr. Buller would place the policy of the 
tax on a new ground, namely, " the-diminutioa 
of the number of pilgrims, and the consequent 
prevention of famine and death." Unfortu- 
nately for this argument, it is a well-known 
fact, that while the temple was under the na- 
tive dominion, when the tax on admission was 
higher than it is now, and when a discipline was 
preserved among the people which we would 
not think it right to exert, the concourse of pil- 
grims was yet immense, in peaceabje tim^s in- 
eredibly great, and the consequent evils in the 
necessary proportion. Mr. Buller describes the 
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state of Juggernaut, about 1805, in the follow- 
in* words.: " During the time that access \va» 
allowed to the temple without the tax, the 
throng l>f people at the place was so great, atod 
such a considerable number of the poorer classes 
took that opportunity of visiting the temple, 
that I was informed that several persons perish- 
ed from actual want of subsistence. The scenes 
on the road were, I am told, trl^Iy shocking.* 
3ut since the tax has been confiuued, the num- 
bers of the pilgrims, particularly of the lower 
classes, have considerably diminished." — " I 
shonid regret to see the tax abolislied, as the 
abolition of it would render it difficult to re- 
strain and regulate the numerous bodies of pil- 
grims who i*esort to the place ; and it woula in 
all probability be the cause of the revival of 
those horrid scenes of distress which were be- 
fore experienced^ when tlie tax was discontinu- 
ed, and of which the traces are still to be met 
with in the numerous human bones on the 

. road." 

17. Your Honourable Court will be concern* 
ed to hear that the accounts lately received re- 
present the state of Juggernaut as being mpre 
shocking than e-^er. The " revival of those 
horrid scenes," which Mr. Buller, only antici- 

. pated from the abolition of the tax«» has taken 
place during its continuance, lu the Periodi- 
cal Accounts recently published, which have 
been transmitted by the Baptist Mission in lu- 
dia, there is a commjunieation from the eorres* 

• Tliese scenes took place just previously to I)r. 
Buch:uiaii's vbit to Juegernaut, which wiis in 1806. 
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pondents of the Society in Orissa, Messrs. Pe- 
ter, Smith, and Green. Mr. Peter had bfren 
i^t&tioned for some time as Missionary at Bala- 
SOTe, fivm whence he proceeded to preach at 
Buddruek, Gaj-poora, and Cuttack, in his way 
towards Juggernaut. He slates, that the aju- 
xiety of tlie pilgrims to' hear him explain the 
Christian faith (for he is a native born, of dark 
complexion, and speaks the hmguage like them- 
selves) was unaccountably great $ that their 
avidity to receive copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures was extreme 5 and that it was altogether 
beyond his ability to supply the demand. He 
adds, that the English Colonel and his officers 
have been present on those occasions. Messrs. 
Smith and Green write from Cuttack, that the 
worship of the idol Juggernaut had been more 
numerously attended than u«ual. " You would 
have been astonished," say they, " to see the 
vast number of pilgrims crossing the river at 
Cuttack. As far as the eye could reach we 
could not see the end of the ranks ; it put us 
in mind of an army going to battle.''—" You 
can easily conceive what a multitude of men, 
women, and children must have been assembled 
at the temple, for one huutrred and fifty, or 
therealiouts, to have been killed in the crowd. 
They trod one upon another in approaching the 
temple gate. Ten Sepoys per company from 
all the battalions, from Barrackpore to this 
station, hud permission to visit the temple. A 
famine was produced in the country, and great 
numbers of the pilgrims died of hunger and 
thirst. We talked to some of ti^em, but it was 
of ilo use. They said, whether we survive or 
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noF) we will see the temple of Jaggcrnaut lie^ 
IV>re our death, lumbers kiUed themselves by 
failing under,, the wheels of the idol's car- 
They laid th^emselves flat on (heir backs^ for 
the very purpose of being crushed to death by 
it.''* The number of the pilgrims here said 
to have been killed in the crowd, may perhaps 
be overstated, as the v^riters probably received 
the report of the natives. But if two-tlurds 
of the number were deducted, the horrible cir- 
cumstances of ti:e case remain the same. 

18. I shall add the testimony of Dr. Carey 
ou the subject of the consumption of human 
Jives at Juggema'^t at tliis time. I need not 
add, that Br. Carey is a man of unquestiona- 
ble integrity ; that he has been Ions held in es- 
timation by the most respeetable eltaracters in 
Bengal, and possesses very superior opportuni- 
ties of knowing what is passing in India generr 
ally. In a letter lately received, he thus ex- 
presses himself: 

" Idolatry destroys more than the sword, ye% 
in a way which is scarcely, perceived. Th^ 
numbers .who die in their long pilgrimages, 
either through want or fatigue, or from dysen* 
teries and fevers eaught by lying out, and want 
of accommodation, is incredible. I only men- 
tion one idol, the famous Juggernaut in Orissa, 
to which twelve or thirteen pilgrimages are 
made every year. It is calculated that the 
number who go thither is, on some occasions, 
600,000 persons, and scarcely ever less than 
100,000. I suppose, at the lowest calculation, 

* Periodical Accounts of Baptist Mission, Xo. xxiil 
3* 
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that, in the year, 1,200,000 persons attend. 
^low, if only one in ten died, the mortality caus- 
ed by this one idol would be 120,000 in a year^ 
hut «ome are of opinion* that not many more 
than one in ten survive, and return home again. 
Besides these, I ealeulate that 10,000 women 
annually burn with the bodies of their decea9ed 
husbands, and the multitudes destroyed in otfa- 
er methods would swell the catalogue (o an ex- 
tent alihost exceeding credibillity."* 

With regard to the number of women who 
burn themselves annually in India, there are 
two circumstances which render it probable, 
that it is at !> ust as great as Dr. Carey com- 
putes it. The first is, that Mr. Buller, who 
was long*Secretary to the Board of Revenue in 
India, has calculated that the population, ex* 
tending as far as Cabul, is not much short of 
*' two hundred miilioiis." The other circum- 
stance is^ that a Report has arrived, printed in 
Bengal at the presj oT the Missionaries (and 
your Honourable Court knows the attention of 
your Bengal Government to every thing that is 
printed there,) stating, that *' Seventy' Females 
had burnid themselves in the months of May 
and June last, between Cossimbazar (about two 
hundred miles above Calcutta) and the mouth 
of the Hooghty river, leaving one hundred and 
eighty-four orphans.^' The name and age of 
evtry woman are given, and also the places 
where the burning took place, and where the 
orphans live. These unhappy witnesses can 

* Periodical Accounts of Baptist Mission, No. xxiii. 
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satisfy tlio»e persons who may doabt the truth 
of the printe«l aeeount.* 

19. There id a digposttion prevaleot at pres- 
ent to disparage the testimony of the Christian 
Missionaries. It is supposed by their adver- 
saries that, if they can in any way impeach the 
credit of a promoter of Christianity, they gain 
somewhat in the present v question. But the 
eause of Christianity will prevaih It will be 
found, that the profession of Christianity and 
a desire to promote it, are generally aceom- 
panied by a love of truth.. The respectability 
of the Christian Missionary will increase in this 
nation, while the character and testimony of the 
supporters of Brahma will sink and be dimin- 
ished. It is true, an ardent zeal for the diftlu. 
siou of the blessings of religion will, in some 
cases, particularly in the view of impious 
scenes, exeite indignation, and may produce too 
high a colouring in statement (which is exceedr 
ingly reprehensible,) and narrators may make 
mistakes in description. But still the substance 
of the facts (which they think it necessary t^ 
eomrounieate to their country in defence of the 
honour of Christianity) will remain. In like 
niauuer, a writer, animated by a zeal of a con- 
trary character, may be able, by the power of 
liigh embellishment, by noticing indiilerelit cir- 
cumstances and entirely suppressing others, to 
represent the idol Juggernaut as being merely 
one of " the gay and elegant deities of Greece 
and Rome ^'' but the substance of the facts, as 
stated by others, will remain the same : it vviU 

* See Appendix, No. IX, 
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still eoBtiBue trae^ tbat Juggeruaut is a foontaia 
of vice and misery to millions of mankind ; that 
the ^sanguinary and obscene character of .the 
ivorship is in the highest degree revolting ^ and 
that it will be a roost happy event ^when osr 
Christian nation shall dissolve its connection 
with that polluted place. 

20. The annual waste of human life, from 
the causes that have been mentioned, in the ter* 
ritories under the dominion of the Honourable 
the £ast«lndia Company, is a subject of appal- 
ling contemplation. £very friend of humanity 
must be often putting the question^ Is this 
scene to continue forever ? Can there be no 
melioration of human existence in India? Are 
there no means of mitigating the anguish of re* 
flection in Englaud, when we consider that the 
desolations of Juggernaut exist under our gov- 
ernment ? Yes, we answer, there are means. 
We have seen with what avidity the Holy 
Scriptures are received by the pilgrims. These 
pilgrims come from every part of ln«iia ; some 
from Cabul, a distance of 1600 miles, and some 
from Samarchand. They are the representa- 
tives of a population^ amounting, as we have 
seen, to ^' two hundred millions." They are 
of every caste, and many of them of no easte 
at all. The Bible is, by the inscrutable provi- 
Uenee of God, at hand : it has been translated 
into the languages of India. Would it not, 
then, be worthy of the £ast-India Company to 
order ten thousand copies to be distributed an* 
Dually at Juggernaut, in any manner that pru- 
dence would justify, and experience direct, as 
a sacred return for the revdiue we derive from 
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it, if it should be thought right that that reve- 
nue should atili be eoiltinued ? The Seriptares 
wouhl thus be carried to the extremities of India 
and the East. U it possible that the shado^v 
of an objection should arise against such a 
t-.ieasure, innoxious, as it is HumaUe Ahd heaven- 
ly, in its tendency ? Al'e we afraid tliat " the 
ivTetches who come to lay their bones within 
the precincts of Jugi^ernant" would mutiny and 
lake away our dominion ? Would not the coit* 
sequence be rather, that '^the bfessing of Him 
jrtiut was ready to perish'^ *wouid rest upon 
you ? 

I have the honour to be, 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
C. BUCHANAN. 

KirbvHall, Borobridg^e, 

25tli May, 1813. ' - 
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TO THE COURT OP DIRECTORS OP THE HON. 
EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

HONOURABLE SIRS, 

MY former letter to your Honourable Court 
of the 23l{\ May, having* been hastily called for, 
I had not time to notice a certain part of Mr, 
Buller's letter so fully as Hhe occasion demand- 
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ed. I therefore bow beg permissioii to addreas 
your Honourable Court a geeond time* 

1. The subject to which I would now be^ 
leave to direct the attention of your Honourable 
Court, is the attempt made by Mr. Buller te 
extenuate the impure charaeter of the Hindoo 
worship. He acknowledges that indecent em- 
blems are sculptured on the temple of Jugger- 
naut, and thai be has seen them; bat he adds 
tjiey are merely what may be seen ^ in repre- 
sentatioiis of ancient sculpture." This is true ; 
they are of the same charaeter with those wbicli 
ornamented the temple of the obscene god at 
RomCtf Mr. Buller has also, without doubt, 
seen the painted and engraved emblems on the 
cars of Juggernaut in Bengal. It is proper to 
observe, that in some places the Ratt, or ehariot 
of the idol, as well as his temple, is covered 
with oharaeteristie devices. At Ishera, about 
eight miles from Calcutta, the ehariot of Jug- 
gernaut is freshly paiuted previously to the an- 
nual Rutt Jattra ; and the figures (which ex>^ 
eeed all conception for variety of obseenity,) 
become the objects of sensual gaze to persons of 
both sexes. It is thougltt necessary that the 
god should have his appropriate insignia, be* 
fore he sets out on his progress. No classical 
scholar can witness these representations with- 
out being reminded of the Phallic eeremonies. 
Now. if any man were to assert that, after such 
preparation and with such accompaniment^ 
tJ-ere was yet no impropriety in word or action 
manifested in tlie subsequent procession^ and by 
a people too who worship the Phallus, could 
we believe him P For, in eadeavourio^j to eUeijt 
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tlie Inith OB the subjeet in question^ which Mr, 
Biiller has agitated, and to whieh he has drawn 
the attention of your Honourable Court and the 
Ibitperial Parliament, we ought not to forget 
i^and the^ whole nation ought at the present time 
to keep it in mind,) ^' That the mass of the 
Hindoo people worship an indeeetit emblem." 
Some seets have an allusion to it in the marks 
of cast })ainted on their foreheads. Some pa- 
godas a^ssume an analogous shape.* In sacred 
groves, and in the temples of Maha-deva (the 
greUt god) the significant Lingam presents it- 
self consptenously to view. It is the daily, 
enphatieal^ primeval, and almost nniversal 
worship of the Hindoo people. For the truth 
of this Haet I refer your Hononrable Court to 
every eivil and military oflicer in your service 
wh9 has passed through Hindostan ; and to 
every historian of the customs and superstition 
ef the Hindoos that ean be produced. 

2* The Rott Jattra bears some an&l7)gy t^ 
the ancient feasts of Bacchus. Learned men 
entertain no doubt of the fact. '^ The worship 
of Baechtts was the same ds that which ifS paid 
to 6iva. It had the same obscenities, the same 
bloody rites, and the sanS^ emblem of the gene- 
rative power,"t An author well versed in the 
mythology of the South of India, e^ipressly calls 
the Huit at the temple of Raroisseram* '^ the 
car qf Baechns.'^l: The temple of Rfimisseram 

 Paolino, p. 3T9. 

7 Asiatic Researcfics, vol. vIH. p. 50. 

t ** Tiic triumphnl cars, employed to carTj' about the 
Images of thei.r"^tVs ot\ days of eolcmmty, ar© iilso of 
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IS uUo within (he territories of tbe East India: 
Company, and is nearly as famous in the Souths 
as Juggernaut is in the North, of India. A 
particular account of- the scenes exhibited at 
the Rutt Jattra of that place, may, 1 under- 
8tan(i, be soon expected. In the mean time the 
Rev. Mr. Cordiner's narrative may suffice. 
That gentlc;man describes the '' Swaniy Coach- 
es" or Uutts at Ramisseram, vt hich place he 
visited in 1804, in the following terms: "The 
outside is covered with an extraordinary assem- 
blage of obscene images representing lewd and 
indecent scenes too scandalous in .the eyes .of 
an European to admit of a description. Each 
carriage has four wheels of solid wood, and re- 
quires two hundred men to draw it.^ When 
they are dragged along the 8tree(s, on occasions 
of great solemnity, women, in the phrenzy of 
false devotion, throw themselves down before the 

beautiful workmanship. Some of these cars cost from 
20 to 30,000 rupees. Of this kind is tJic car of Bacchus, 
In the temple Ramanacoil (mi* Raniisseram) on the boun- 
daries of the Kingdom of Alarava. There are otl>ers of 
like kind also at Tiruvancoda, Cangi-puri and Ju- 
garnat." — Paofitw, p, 390. 

" Besides these grand festivals, there are aeveral 
others ; such as the Shiva-ratri or »he Night of Shiva ; 
on which the Phallophoria ceremonies that relate to the 
worship of the Lingam are celebrated. On this occa- * 
sion u\\ the inhabitantn of both sexes hasten hi great 
nuntbers to the temple of Shiva or Maha>deTa ; remain 
tiicrc the ^vhole nigl)t ; sing all sorts of indecent songs 
in honor of the Lingam ; go a hundred times in solemn 
procession around ihe temple or around a tree, under 
which a Lingam is placed ; and cari7 about with them, 
at the same time, a wooden representation of tlie Lin- 
gam amidgt dancing aiid singing.'* — FaoliJio, p. 36L 



ifrlieekf and are erushed to death by tlieir trc« 
mendoas weighty the same snpersthious mad* 
ness preventing the ignorant crowd front mak- 
ing any attempt to save them." — Cordiners 
EUstary of Ceylon^ vol. iu p. 16. 

3. It ought farther to be observed^ that the 
Phallic worship includes the Hindoo Triad, 
Brahma, Vishnoo^ and Sheva. The pedestal 
is the type of Brahma, the Yoni that of Vish- 
noo, and the Lingam or Phallus that of Sheva.^ 
And so peculiar are the effects of this impure 
worship on the minds of the Hindoos, that they 
are disposed to Symbolize the objects of nature 
iu a manner analogous to it. If a man digs a 
pond, he considers it as a Yoni, or emblem of 
female nature, and he consecrates it by fixing 
in it a mast decorated with a ehapiet of flowers. 
The sea, or well or cave, conveys a similar 
type. A mountain; obelisk, or any thins coni- 
cal, excites the idea of the Lingam.f Thus, in 
like manner as Christians spiritualize natural 
scenes for an edifying purpose, the Hindoos 
sensualize the objects of nature. 

4. It seem worth while to consider what was 
the ultimate object of Mr. Buller, in addressing 
your Honourable Conrt, and through you the 
Council of the Nation, on the rites of Jugger- 
haiiL^ It could not be merely to describe more 
accurately the circumstances of a Hindoo festi-^ 
irai ; or, to offer an opinion respecting the sculp- 
tures on the temple, for the satisfaction of the 
anti<{uary. Had tUbse been his objects, I should 

• Sonnerat, vol. I pi 179. 
t Moor's Hindu Pantlicon^ p. 3:;9, 
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Qot h%ve keen disposed to notice tliem«. But 
bis purpose seems to me to bare been, to exeul- 

{ate the Hindoo worsbip from tbe cbarge of 
lood and ioBpuritj, in order tbat our Christian 
nation migbt feel itself justified in leaving tb^ 
Hindoq people as tbej are^-^involved in a bane* 
ful superstition. . 

5. In regard to the eh^rge of blood, tbe seV' 
enty iminolations of females in Bengal in tbe 
months of May and June last, just brought be* 
fore the publiip, mill be a sumcient answer.* 
The same proportion of human life is supposed 
to be devoted to destruetion in tbe same way 
every eurrent month. This is ^ horrid and 
painful recital to the feelings of the nations ! 
The cry of such blood, arising ^rom a country 
placed under a Cliristian administration, cannot 
fail to enter tbe ears of the Lord of Sabbaolh. 
6* As to tbe impurity of the Hindoo worship* 
all the argument of Mr. BuUer in extenui|.tion ox 
it is, (witnout Deferring at present to its obvi- 
ous principle,) that when he happened to be at 
Juggernaut, he did not see any thing impropei: 
in the scene. He admits, indeed, that be might 
bav^ board the Ctibbeejhsid be been near enough* 
Qut of what consequence is it whether there bQ 
a cessation of indecency at times before Euro- 
peans at Juggernaut or not? If there were 
even a complete cessation, what, I would ask^ 
is tbe. occasional exbibiti6n of indecency at a 
public festival, compared to the common, con- 
stant, characteristic impme worship of the 
people ? Is Mr. BuUer prepared to inform us, 

? See Appendix* Ko. IX. 
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that the worship of the Lingain hh» ceased ? 
or that it has been diminished in his time ? or 
that he indulges the smallest hope that it ever 
will he dimiilished ? Why then need he be at 

Sains to make the Hindoos appear a chaste and 
ecorous people in the eyes of the English, when 
his owa eyes must have witnessed their impure 
worship titties without number ? 

7. Every man who has studied the gen? us of 
the Hindoo superstition, knows that the con- 
templation of indeeent' emblems, from early 
youth, is a fountain of licentiousness to tlie 
people. The prostitution of the heart to sen* 
sua! images in the daily worship, is the deep, 
eopious, prolific source of general impurity of 
heart, and indecency of speech and action.-^ 
With such an ordinance of worship prcseribed 
. from infancy, can we believe it possible that any 
people should consider laciviousness as a siu 
against God ? They might indeed consider it 
as it sin against public reputation, and against 
political principle ; for the policy of the rudest 
nations will restrain community of vice. But 
that the Hindoos, in general account lascivious* 
ness a sin against Gk>d, is what I think the 
holdest advocate for their religion will not ven« 
ture to affirm * 

• *'lt is probable that the idea of obscenity was not 
ot'ig'inally attached to these syrnbals ; and it is likely 
that the inventors themselves mig^ht not have foreseeh 
the disorders which this worship would occasion a* 
mongst mankind. Profligacy easily embraces what 
flatters its propensities, and ignorance follows blindly 
wherever example excites. It is therefore no wonder 
that a general corruption of manners should ensue, in- 
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8. Let oar Chrislian nation then be|io1d the 
grciater part of tJi^ Hindoo people, a hundred 
ininioD, at Iea»t, of our fellow -cratares, falling 
prostrate before a blaek gtoiie, and that black 
Mtone an indeeent emblem ! Let os imagiBe the 
females decorating it, according to theii^coii* 
8tant custom, with flowers ! Let us contem- 
plate the probable effects, (without.anj specific 
relation) of such a worship on the general, mo* 
rals of the people ; apd then let us deny to In- 
dia the instruction of Christianity, if we can. 

9. Xlne . argument urgQd sometimes by t)ie 
European defenderiT of the Phallic worship is. 
That young persons do not understand the em- 
blems, as they are not exhibited entirely in the 
natural form. But where is the sense of sup- 
posing a person worshipping emblems which 
he does not understand? One should think, 
that the very first business of the Brahmins 
would be to make the pubescent youth under- 
stand them. Besides, is it not admitted that 
the people pronounce at their festivals certain 
licentious songs, which must soon explain the 
supposed mysteries J— —admired- and familiar 
sougs consecrated by religion and ancient use ? 
Ancient they doubtless are, and bear a striet 
analogy to the Phallica Asmata, the Phaliic 
songs of Greece and Egypt 

crcasini^ in proportion as the distance of time involved 
tlie orig^inal meaning of the symbal in darkness and ob. 
liyioii. Obscene mirth became thts principal feature of 
tlie popular superstition, and was even, in after times, 
extended to and intermingled with gloomy rites *nd 
bloody sacrifipcs'* — v2^*a<. i?c«. vul, viii. p, 5St 
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,10. But the grilitd apblogv of eertaift philoscf* 
pikers Ibr the worship of the Lingaiti and its 
eomMiiioit, has beien, that they are i^erely 
symbols of the broereatite power of the Deity; 
ani therefore that the worshippers may hate 
Tery stehiime etiiieepti<itlS) and cherish very pnrb 
thdn^ts, fto»twithstaitdiifg the presence tff sueh 
•fe^ts. I dol not, hcmrever, believe that there 
exists a philosopher anioBg as^ who will now 
serioilsiy hvmf and defend the proposition, That 
die eoilstattt^xh1biti<>ii of sensual images will 
not taint the purity ef the yoathful mitid.* 

11. The only object v^hich I can conceive Mr. 
Salter to hare had in Vi^riting the letter which 
itas been Idid before Parliament, is that of in- 
sitrtiating that the Hindoos are not imbued by 
sfieh impure principles as has been asserted, 
and .that therefore it heed give us no pain to 
tee them remain as they are. It becomes neces- 
sary, therefore, on the other haitd, to assert 
the truth ; and (however painful it must be tt> 
the pure mind) lo reveal the whole scene iff 
the polluted worship of Brahma, in it^ princi- 

* '' Tbe Sact^ of Siva, whose emblem is the Phalltis, 
is herself typified by the female organ. This the 
Sactas worship ; some figuratively — 6thets liteballt." 
In this last mentioned sect " (tf>e Sactas) as in most 
others, there is a right-handed and decent path, and a 
left-handed and indecent mode of worship ; but the in- 
decent worship of this sect is most grossly so, and con- 
sists of unbridled debauchery with wine and women." 
" They require their wives to be naked wJien attending 
them at their devotions.** — ^See Mr. Colebrook on the 
lieligious Ceremonies of the Hindoos. M, Ret. vol. vii. 
pp. 280, 281. 

4* 
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pie^ essence, origin, tmi pmetiee. Let usobIv 
soppese (to brinj; this matter Imme to oar feeC 
in^j) that the youth of both sexes in Great 
Britain were brought to the teiyiple, and in- 
structed to worship indeeent symbols ; and what 
miiiit be the effect on their moral habits! Is 
it then to be regarded as either deeent or fan* 
mane to labour to perpetoate this nnseeniy 
worship of our fellow-subjeets in India by ex- 
eluding true religion;. or to endeavour to ex- 
tenuate its moral turpitude in the faee <^ a 
nutif^n professing the pure religion of Jesus 
Christ P 

i.2. Mr. BuUer has told us, that he saw db- 
seene senlptures on the walls of Juggernaut; 
but has not told us what he heard of the seenes 
within. Had he wished to give the £neli«ii 
nation a just idea of the worship of Briuima» 
there are two circumstanees of a fundamental 
eharaeter in relation to that worship, whieh he 
would no doubt have mentioned in the outset, 
▼iz. 

First, The band of eourtesans retained for 
the service of the temple. These form a part 
of the religious procession in the publie streets 
on certain days, and are kept in every great 
temple of Hindostan. From infaney they are 
prepared by edueation and elegant aceomplish- 
ments for publie seduction. Now, these priest- 
esses form the eharaeter of the worship, ^ be- 
ing consecrated," says Sonnerat, " to the hon- 
our of the gods." They are the ministers of 
the idol, and it is a part of their service ^ to 
'sing hymriK to his praise." Is Mr. BuHer then 
prepared to inform us that this character of the 
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inrorriiip is abolished, and tbat the eonrtesans 
Mt Juggernaut do not reeeiTe the aecmitoiiied 
stipend presented, M'ith other charges, for the 
aanetion of the English Goirerament r He knows 
that we might as well attempt to raze the tower 
of Jnggernaut from its foundations, as attempt 
to remove this eonstituent part of the Brahmini- 
eal ritual. And thus it is throaghont the ex^* 
tensive regions of the Hindoo idolatry-^the 
aaintstratiott of the priegtesses being a natural 
fruit of the worship of the Lingam. Does not 
this admitted faet alone set the question at rest 
respecting the character of the worship in ques- 
tion? In regard, however, to its moral effects; 
for that, aiYer all, is the main object to be con- 
sidered: let us only suppose that the youth of 
Great Britain, of both sexes, were accustomed 
to worship at the altar in company with a band 
of impure females, invested with a sacred eha- 
raeter, and then to witness the songs and dances 
of those females in the sftme place, and what 
'would be the character of the people of this 
country in a f^w years ? 

Second : In my printed account of the trans- 
actions at Juggernaut, I wished to state niereJy 
what I myself saw ; and therefore, as I was not 
within the temple, I have not thought fit to 
mention what I heard. But Mr. BuUer having 
resided for some time at the place, and having 
held while there a high official station, must 
have had various opportunities of obtaining 
satisfactory information as to' the character of 
the scenes wilhin the temple, particularly at 
certain festivals; and under such circumstances 
be might have stated what he had heard to the 
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fMit witk p6rfe($t dvnnfldeiiee. I9 idl iKeii, aew 
tBordibg tf> Mr. Ball«r'B itffbriAattoii and belid^ 
pure^ Is all de<*i>roaB, vritbin the temple ? Andy 
if it be Hdt, what signified ft wlifether, at eertais 
festttali^ the minteterikig priest Used ajiseenly 
attitudes in the presence ef the EuropeaR sapei^ 
intendant or not ? If tlrere aetaaliy »e impuritj^ 
<< within^" ih the saered plac^ — iti the re<;ess of 
tahetity-^how can a ttiidieatitm of Jufger* 
nant remore tlis eofner-stofi^ from Brahma's 
temple i* 

 that the worship o^ Brahma is confttitutionall|^ 
irtipure, i& demonstrated by the following fact. There 
ai^ temples of consecration for a life of imptirity ; thesd 
. exist at Cambaya> Tivikarey, and other plabes, in Hin* 
dostan. Tavernier first, 1 believe, among Protestant 
authors, (be was a French Protestant merchant,) meiv> 
tioned Uie existence of the system. • * From Cambaya,* 
says he, " you go to a little" village distant soiAe three 
coss, where there iu a paged, to which all the bidian 
courtisans come to make their offeriAgs. This paged 
is full of a great number of naked images. Among the 
rest, there is a large figure of one that seems to resem- 
ble Apollo, with his parts all uncovered.*' — ^Girls of 
eleven or twelve years old, who have been bought and 
educated for the purpose, are sent by their mistresses 
to this pagod, " to offer and surrender themselves up 
to this idol." — [Tavemier's Travels in India, p. 37, fol- 
ded. 1 678.3 For the import of this last expression, see 
Anquetil du Perron's description of the pagoda of Tivi^ 
kary, and of the rite observed by ** les jeunes Brabmi- 
nes,** in his Z^d A vesta, vol. i. p. 29. — ^From these tem^ 
pies of consecration, issue females for the other pago- 
das and for the general Indian public. Thus we see 
that there exists in this world a superstition, whose 
principle is ** to hallow impurity." But surely Athe- 
ism itself will not defend a system which would sancti- 
fy the act of wickedness \>y a solemn rite of religion. 
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43. I would not impute a bad motive to ihose 
Asiatic gentlemen who maintain a different 
opinion from me on these iiabjeets. Much a!- 
lowanee is to be made for the effects of an im- 
perfect education previously to leaving £ng« 
land, and for the constitutional habits wliich 
grow upon men by long intercourse with li^diau 
scenes, and which, in some instances, have 
changed the very principles and character; 
but 1 apprehend, that those who labour to ex* 
teuuate the atrocities of the Hindoo i^fdatry 
may be justly charged with two most serious 
delinquencies: — First, by defending and eon- 
firniiiig a sani^uinary and obscene superstition, 
they are in effect guilty of. the utmost cruelty 
towards whole nations of men ; — and secondly, 
they are guilty of a culpable indifference to 
the truth and excellency of the Christian re- 
ligion. 

I have the honour to be, 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your obedient Servant, 

C. BUCHANAN. 

Kirbv Hall, Borobridge, 
8tU June, 18iS. 



Tavern icr was at Canibaya about 1610. What a vast 
and txic^nded scene of turpitude, antongst our fellow- 
creatures, presents itself to the imagination from tliat 
tinie to this ! Is it possible tliat any man vhose mind 
has been cultivated under the infiucnce (in the least 
degree) of Christian principles, can i:erm it himself to 
say of such a system, Let It Eouribh i let it coiUinae 
9f^' ages ! 



LETTER AND MEMORIAI., 

TO 

LORD MINTO. 



LETTER. 

TO TUB BIGHT HONOURABLE LORD ^fiNTO, 

&€. Sic &C. 
HT LORD, 

I BEO lea^e respectfully to submit to your 
Lordship some partieiilars resarding the pres- 
ent state of the Christian Religion in BengaF, 
which I hare thought it my duty to communi- 
cate for your Lordship-s information at this 
time. 

I trnst your Lordship will do me the justice 
to believe that it is with the utmost reluctance 
I trouble your Lordship with a letter on such a 
subject so soon after your entrance on this 
government, when as yet few, if any, of the 
eireumstances noticed in it can have come to 
your Lordship's knowledge. 
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. I hare no other view in soIicitiBg yoar (iord- 
sfhip's attention to themy but the ftdvancemeDt 
pf learaiTig and religion. Perhaps no one ha^ 
addressed your Lordship on the subjecl since 
your arrival; and thefe are certainly many 
partieulars regarding their present state, which 
it is of importance your Lordship should know. 

Beine about to leave India, I feared lest I 
should hereafter reproach mvself, if I witliheld 
imy thing at this time which I conceived might 
1^ useful, particularly as I have been further 
eneouraged to address your Lordship, by your 
Lordship's known condescension in receiving 
any communications which are honestly in- 
tended. 

I have the honour^ to be, my Lord, 
With much respect. 
Your most obediei^t, humble servant, 

(Signed) C. BUCHANAN. 

Calcutta, 
9th Novetnber, 1807. 



MEMORIAL. 

TO THE RIGHT HON. GILBERT, LORD MINTO, 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL, &c. Stc. &c. 

HY LORD, 

'1. I HAD the lionour to receive a letter 
from the Chief Secretary to the Govern- 
ment, under date the lith September, desiring 



48 MfiMOAlAt. 

that I W011I4 8iilimit) for the inspeetmn of Odv* 
ernment, the manuscript of some Sermons on 
the Propheeies, which 1 inteniled to poblisli* 
I shall iiittingly siibinit these diseourses to 
your Lordship^s perusal, and shall be happy 
to receive such obserrations on thein as yoar 
Lordship's learning and candour may suggest ; 
but 1 f anntot submit them to the judgment of 
the Ofiieers of (he Government. My reasons* 
for declining to comply \vi>li the wishes of 
Government in this respect, it is incumbent on 
me to state ; and I feel confident your Lord- 
ship will consider them to be satisfactory* 

3. It will not have escaped your Lordship's 
observation, even in the short period since your 
arrival, that some of the oflicer's of your Lord* 
ship's government do not manifest any zeal for 
promoting the knowledge of the Christian Re- 
ligion in India : they consider, that a zeal in 
this respect would not be consonant to a Mrise 
and prudent policy. I am willing to believe 
that they advise according to the best of: their 
judgment ; but a principle pure and just in it- 
self, if it be not tenderly exereised in referenee 
to other important oblig9.tions, may become ex- 
travagant or pernicious. For instance, not to 
promote Chnstiauity may> in certain circum- 
stances, be prudent ; but to repress Christianity 
%vill not, I think, in any ease, be djefended. It 
is not tteeessaiy to observe to your Lordship 
how much the minds of Europeans assimilate 
to the native ehairaeter after a long residence 
in this eoantry, and bow diffienlt it is for dmsi 
even of good sense and honest intentions, while 
involved in the mist of this prejudice, te rieir 
the Christian religion in the true light. 
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a. During Ike adntuiistratron of the Marc 
Welleskyy the spirit of promoting learning \ 
religion in India was general and ardent; 
after tb« departure of tliat nqblenmn, a gi 
revolution took place. A spirit, directly 
Terse to ike difiuiiion of religion in India, n 
uQexpeetedly broke forth^ just as if it had b 
eonfined by his pre&ence. This spirit ajipea 
long before the inwirreetion in Veilore. I m 
lion this, lest your Lordship , should supp 
that it origiaated .with that event | for I unc 
stood that the ^'Masscre at Yellore^' has'b 
unaeeountably adduced as some sanction to 
prineiple of opposing the progress of the Ch 
tiaii Religion in Bengal. 1 had opportuni 
of jwlging of the causes of that event, \vh 
were peculiar. I was in the vicinity of 
place at the time ; I travelled f jr two moii 
immediately afterwards in the provinces ai 
cent, with I he sanction of Government ; an 
beard the evidence of Chrisitians, Mahoinet« 
and Hindoos, pn the subject. I'hat the ins 
reetioB at Veilore had tio connection with 
Chrij»tian ReJigioo, directly or indirectly, 
mediate(y or remotely, is a truth which is 
pable oY demonstration* 

4. The spirit so hostile to the progress 
Christianity in India, ap]>eared first in ope 
lion about two years ago, and has been aeqc 
i«g strength ever since. It has exhibited its 
in a series of acts, the recital of which will fl 
fieienrly illuatrate to your Lordship the tern 
of mind which produced tliem. These acts s 
kowever, not to be considered as the ollit 
^nd ackno vlcdged.iiit'i^ures of the reapceta 

5 
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person, M'ho preceded your Lordship in the 
government. Sir George Barlow has often 
expressed his approbation of the means used for 
the diffusion of ChristianitY in India, and he 
sincerely desires its success. 1 hese measures 
have not been generally considered as the oft*-*' 
spring of his unbiassed judgment. Besides, 
most of them are extra official, and with some 
of them he is perhaps yet unacquainted. They 
will probably appear to your Lordship to hav.e 
been dictated by a timorous policy, proceeding 
from minds somewhat agitated by the responsi- 
bility of a weighty empire, viewing at the same^ 
time Christianity as an innovation in Indja^ 
and magnifying that innovation, perhaps, into^ 
a revolution* The acts which have plainly 
manifested this alarm are many. It will suf^ 
lice to notice to your Lordship the four follow- 
ing : 

S. First. The withdrawing the patronage of 
Government from the translation of the Holy 
Scriptures into the Oriental Tongues. 
' The translation of the Scriptures had com-' 
menced in the College of Fort William, at the 
expense of Government. When the Honoura- 
ble the Court of Directors directed a reduction 
of the expenses of that institution, it was re- 
solved to make provision for the continuation 
of the translation of the Scriptures by public 
subscription, and to exonerate the Government 
entirely. It was accordingly proposed that k 
Committee of the College and of others stiould 
superintend the translations, and controul the 
expenditure. Tins measure had been recom- 
mended by certain of the bishops and by some' 
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Bobie persons in Bngland, who wished to aid 
us in the translation of the Scriptures $ and the 
countenance of the College was merely desired^ 
with the view that the important work might 
be eondneted strictly in the principles of the 
national ehureh, and not fall entirely into the 
bii^nds of dissenters, as it has since done. Tour 
Liordship will be sarprised to hear that this 
proposition was rejected. Government with- 
drew its patronage from the work entirely, and 
even refused to give its countenance to the sub- 
seription. The immediate consequences of this 
unexpeeted blow was the loss of ample funds ; 
for there appeared at the time, throughout all 
India, a disposition to encourage a literary un- 
dertaking which was deemed so honourable ^9 
the nation. 

Considering the difficulty of obtaining fit in- 
struments for the conduct of such a work, the 
religions and moral importance of the work it- 
self, and its advantages to the general interests 
of Oriental Literature, your Lordship will be- 
lieve, that this forfeiture of public encourage- 
ment, under such auspicious circumstances, hit^s 
ever been viewed witn regret by the friends of 
learning and of religion in Europe and in India. 
This disappointment, however, has had one 
favourable result ; it accelerated the establish- 
ment of <^ the Christian Institution in the 
East,"* which carries the translation of the 

• Early in 1806, in the view of the Translations of 
the Scriptures ceasing in the College of Fort Williain, 
Dr. Buchanan resolved to devote whatever influence he 
possessed in bis official character a& Vice-Provost of 
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riptiires. in some ^f the languages, info re- 
ns far beyond the eontroul of the Bengal 
remment. ** 

Collogue, to the aid of the Translations in the hands 
:hc Baptist Missionaries, and to endeavour to excite 
much ofpuUlic interest in their favour as possible. 
• ihis purpose he drew up " Proposals for a Subscrip- 
1 tor trail slating' the Holy Scrii^tures into the follow- 

Oriental Languages : ShantcrU, Bengaleet Hindow' 
?tf, Pei'fuan^ Mihratta^ Guzerattee, OriatOf Cfatmata^ 
inp-ft, Bnrnui/i* jisaiim, Bootaiit Tibet, Milay and 
nese ;*' — containing* a prospectus of Indian versions, 
i observations on the practioability of the generiil 
i|;n : si^cd by the nine Baptist Missionaries, and 
ed " Mib.*ion-House, St-rumpore, IS^Iarch, 1806.*' — 
at paper was composed entirely by Dr, Buchanan, 
t of it from n^terials fuiniishcd by the Missionaries. 
t as it was apprehended the name *' Baptist*' mt|^ht 

l)e auspicious to the design, in the general view of 

public* Dr. Buchanan did not admit that word, but 
iignatcd them " E*i"otcstant Missionaries in Bengal ;** 
it stands in the proposals. Copies were distributed 
eruUy in ln<lia and in England. To some of those 
ti'ibuted hi England was prefixed a frontispiece re- 
senting' a Hindoo receiving the Bible, and " bendinj; 
the Christian Fuitli.** Copies were transmitted to 
lost the wl.ole of the principal civil officers, and to 
iiy of the military officers in the Hoi>orable Compa- 
s service thi*ou|r|mut Uindostan, from Delhi to lYa-\. 
icore ; many of whom had nevei* heard jof the Serjim- 
*e Mission before. Dr. Buchanan obtaimd permis» 
n, at the bume time, to send the proposals, in his of- 
ul cbariicter as Vicc-Provost of the College, free of 
>tnce, to all parts of the empire ; and he accompa- 
d them, in most instances, with a letter from him* 
f The design received encouragement ficnj tve- 

quarter; and a sum of about 1600 pounds was 
)n raisfd for the translations ; to which the late Kev. 
viil Brown conti'ibuted 250 pounds. 
The concurrence of the public was the more easily 
laiucd from its being iuiplicd in the proposuls^ tlial 



6« Second. Attempting to sappresi the trans- 
lation of the Scriptures. 

the undertaking would enjoy the countenance of the 
College. That expectation was expressed in the fol« 
lowing terms : 

" Par. 11. Our hope of succesi in this great under- 
taking depends chiefly on the patronage of the College 
of Fort William. To that institution we are much in- 
debted for the progress we have already made. Orien- 
tal translation has become comparatively easy^ in con- 
sequence of our having the aid of those learned men 
from distant provinces in Asia, who have -assembled, 
during the period of the last six years, at that great 
emponum of Eastern Letters. These intelligent stran- 
gers voluntarily engage with us in translating the Scrip- 
tures into their respective languages ; and they do not 
conceal their admiration of the- sublime doctrine, pure 
precept, and Divine eloquence of the word of God. 
The plan of these translations was sanctioned at an ear- 
ly period by the Most Noble the Marquis Wcllesley, 
the gjreat patron of useful learning. To give the Chris* 
tian Scriptures to the inhabitants of Asia is indeed a 
work which every man, who believes these Scriptures 
to be from God, will approve. In Hindostan alone^ 
there is a great variety of religions ; and tliereare some 
tribes which have no certain cast or religion at all. To 
render the revealed religion accessible to men who ' de- 
sire* it ; to open its eternal sanctions, and display its 
pure morals to those wko * seek a religion' ; is to. fulfil 
the sacred duty of a Christian people, and accords well 
with the humane 8c generous spirit of theEnglish nation. 

** 12. It may al^o be expected, that the design will 
be generally encouraged, on the ground of its promoting 
the diffusion of Oriental Literature, and affording new 
facilities to Europeans in obtaining a knowledge of the 
various languages of this great empire. AVith every 
translation of the Scriptures into a n^w language, it is 
iniended to give a grammar of that language, if none 
alrea<ly exist. 

- " 13. A copy of these Proposals has been forwarded 
to tlie British Ambassador at Petersburg, with a re- 
5* 
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An attempt was next made to suppress the 
translation of the Seriptures entirel}*, and- this 
attempt ha4 almost sueceeded. 

N 

quest that be would submit thetm to his Majesty the 
Emperor of all the 'Russias ; some of the languages 
above mentioned being spoken in regions bordering on 
the territories of his Majesty." 

Although the Government of Bengal withdrew its 
]3atronage, most of the individqals in every part of In- 
dia whose support was then'seciu-ed, being satisfied 
that the simple translation of the Holy Scriptures must 
ever be -a measure utterly devoid of objection, have con- 
tinueft steady friends to the undertaking to this day. 

Afterwards, when Dr. Buchanan visited the southern 
regions of India» and had witnessed the triumph of 
Ciiristianity on the one hand, and the horrors of Pag^fn* 
Ism on the other, he conceived tlie design of an institu- 
tion of a more genera! nature for Oriental! Hum ination, 
than that confined to Bengal. [See his meditation on 
tire bunks of the Chilka Lake, on a Sunday morning, in 
view of the tower of Jiiggernaut. — Chris. Res. p. 142.] 
And on his return to Caicuita in the following year, he 
proposed to the Baptist Mi&sion, that the dint rent so- 
cieties and individuals in India, engaged in translating 
the Scriptures, should associate (inei'ely in that cha- 
ructei ) under the name of " The Ciu'istian Institution 
in the Jjlast," or the ** British Propaganda ;" in order 
that their operations might have the appearance of be- 
ing national and not sectarian ; and tliat thus they 
might be able to vie with the ** Romish Propaganda," 
whose fame is yet alive in Asia. It was proposed that 
the Missionary pursuits, properly so called, and the 
individual establishments of each society should remam 
peculiar and private as betbre : but that the transiaU»rs 
of the Scriptures should act in concert, and maintain 
an amicable correspondence with each other, under the 
general superintendance of the llev Mr. Brown, p.i-o- 
vost of the College of Fort William,*\vho had formerly, 
in discharge of his ofiice as PrOvost, superintended the 
tran&daiioiis of tlu; Scriptuicii in the College ; and would 
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To suppress the translation of the Serip« 
tares, is to suppress the. Scriptures. I cait 
make no further observation on this^ in addres* 
NDg your Lordship. 

now continue to be tbe organ of communication to Go« 
vemment, and be responsible for the views and proceed* 
ings of the general society. This proposition the Bap- 
tist Society declined ; and in consequence, the propos* 
ed name of ** Christian Institution" was but partially as- 
sumed. The other branches, nevertheless, were gene- ' 
rally associated ; and the Rev. Mr. Bi-own superintend- 
ed those branches of the. department of Scriptural 
Translation, as they came successively into operation, 
to the day of his deatli, viz. the Rev. Henry Martyn and 
his co^jutors Sabat and Mirza Fiti-ut, translators of 
the HindoMtanee and AruHc, at Cuwnflbre; Messrs. 
Cran and Desgranges, translator of Uie TelingOf at 
Visagapatam ; Thomas Jarrett, £sq. translator of the 
Sumatra or Western McHtry^ at Madras ;* the Syrian 
Bishop and his priests, translators of the Mfday-aUm^ 
at Tmvancore ; Sebastiani, translator of the Persian, at 
Calcutta ; and Dr. Leyden of the College of Fort Wil- 
liam, translator of tbe Pushtu, Jifaldiviait, Baloch, JHd- 
caatar, and ^m^'«' languages. Mr. Brown also opened 
a correspondence with Tunjore, Tranquebar, and Co- 
lumbo, concerning editions of the Scriptures in the 
Tamul and Cingaleue. ^ 

Exclusive of the 16Q0 pounds above-mentioned to 
have been subscribed for U'anslations by the Baptist 
Missionaries, Dr. Bnchanan had put douT) his name for 
5000 rupees, 620 pounds ; but afier his retui'n from 
visiting the Christians in Travancope and other places, 
he witlidrew bis subscription from the Northern Mission 
wiiich was now well patranised, and applied it to simi- 
lar objects in tlie South, where it was most wanted. 



• Dr. Buchanan does mt knnrw -akether Mr, Jarrett cpj^ 
tinucd to pt'osecute t/ie iranalatioti after Iw left Jtidia. 
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7. Thtrcl* Suppressing the eneomiuin of the 
Hon. the Court of Directors, on their venera- 
ble missionary the Rev. Mr. Swartz. 

The Honourable Court had sent out to Fort 
St. George a marble monument, to be ereeted 
in the church of St. Mary, to the memory of 
Mr. Swartz, inscribed with a suitable epitaph | 
and they announced it, in their general letter, 
dated 29th October 1SQ0, as a testimony of the 
deep Swiise they entertained of his transcendani 
merit, of his unwearied labours in the cause of 
religion andprety, and of his public services at 
Tanjore, where the influence of his name and 
character was for a long course of years pro- 
ductive of important benefits to the Company. 
The lionourablv'^ Court further adds : " On no 
subject has the Court of Directors been more 
unanimous, than in their anxious desire to per- 
petuate the memory of this eminent person, and 
to excite in others an emulation of his great' 
example." They direct, finally, that "trans- 
lations shall be made of the epitaph into the 
country languages, and published at Madras, 
and that the native inhabitants shall be en- 
couraged to view the monument." 

The Christians in Bengal were of course re- 
joiced to hear of the honourable testimony to 
the apostolic Swartz, and they expected that it 
would be acknowledged here, as at Fort St. 
George and Bombay 5 but they were disap- 
pointed ; there was no recognition of the vener- 
able Missionary in Bengal. The epitaph was 
not inserted in the Calcutta Gazette, nor was 
the slightest notice taken of the circumstance. 
And lest it might be supposed that it was 
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omitted by aeeident, the official n'otiee of the 
Governor in Coiiuci] at FortSt. George, whieh 
appeared subsequently, 'relative to the day of 
commemoration, was also suppressed. 

But what followed was yet more painful. 
Tour Lordship will judge of the teelings -of the 
Christians in this place, when they read, in the 
Governroeut Gazette of the week following, an 
article whose obvious tendency was to bring the 
labours and eharaeier of the Christian Mis- 
sionary into contempt.* Thus, while the Hon- 
ourable the East India Company were adorn- 
ing the sepulchres of their Missionaries and 
embalming their memory in the South, their 
own servants were treating the character with 
indignity in the North. We were at first 
alarmed, lest this might be the signal for the 
other papers to eommenoe an attack on the 
humble and defenceless Missionaries : but we 
ivere happy to find, that not one of the seven 
papers ot* this Presidency followed the exampta 
of the official Gazette. 

As it is not probable that any of the particu- 
lars above-mentioned, have as yet come to your 
Lordship's knowledge, I beg leave to refer your 
Lordship to the enclosed printed paper (A) 
published by ihS authority of the Government 
of Fort St. George. 

• The Mission to Greenland and Labrador, whose 
civilizing efficacy on the rude inhabitants of those re- 
gions has long been a tlicme of admiration to the Chris- 
tian world, iu held forth in that paper to public ridi- 
cule ; and the simple narrative oi tiie pioui» well-mean- 
ing Missionaries, is declared to "exhibit a degrte of 
canting fanatirihm well worthy of the followers of 
Crumwell.**— Co/cu^ta Gasette^ Sept. 17, 1807. 
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8. Fourth. Restraining the Protestant Mis« 
sionaries in Bengal, from the exereise of their 
functions, and establishing an Imprimatur for 
theological works. 

Men's minds were prepared, hy the preced- 
ing circumstances, to expect little indulgence to 
Missionaries, but they were certainly not pre- 
pared to expect the event which followed. 

The success of the Protestant Mission in 
Bengal had long been a source of uneasiness 
to those officers of Government who do not 
think it right to convert the natives. Soma «f 
tlie native Moonshees attached to the public 
offices, well knowing, from long acquaintance, 
their masters' sentiments on this subject, have 
not failed from time to time to urge them to 
countenance their petitions, and to lend their 
voice in accusing the Missionaries. Some 
clamour, of this kind was raised at two dif- 
ferent times within the last seven years $ but it 
passed awaywithout ofience to the Christian 
Religion. The complaint of th^ Moonsheeg 
against the Missionaries, on the present occa- 
sion, is not, I understand, so serious as the 
former : they complain, that the Missionaries 
have, in a certain paper, <^ applied abusive 
epithets to Mahomet." The Missionaries cer- 
tainly mistake the proper method of eonvincing 
the minds of men, if they use epithets of iabuse; 
the successful method of preachinf^ is by argu- 
ment and affiictionate address ; and I presume 
this has been their general method during the 
fourteen years of their mission, else we cannot 
suppose their labours would have been followed 
with so much success. 
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At the same time, Christian Teachers are 
not to speak with reverence or courtesy of Jug- 
gernaut or Mahomet ; they must speak as the 
tiieriptures speak; that is, of false gods as 
false gods, and of a lying prophet as a lying 
prophet. The Mahometans apply abusive epi- 
th^s and vulgar curses to the idolatry of the 
Hindoos and to the faith of Christians, and 
these epithets are contained in books ; and 
Goverrtinent might, on t*ie same principle, have 
been assailed with the petitions of Christians 
and Hindoos /igainst the Mahometans.- If ihe 
natives choose to go to hear the preaching or 
to read the books of the Missionaries, it is their 
pleasure to do so-^it is no concern of Govern- 
ment. These poor Missionaries are not official 
characters : , they have no power, no authority, 
no riches; and this the natives well know. 
They are like the first Apostles, contemned 
and despised by all casts ; and if they are be- 
reaved of the countenance of their own Govern- 
ment, they are bereaved indeed. 

The complaint, however, of the Mahometans 
has produced a very serious event. The Protes- 
tant Missionaries in Bengal were prohibited, 
by order of Government dated 8th September 
last, from preaching to the natives.* 

The Protestant Mission being situated at 
Serampore, a town belonging to the King of 
Denmark, the English Government requested 

• It was generally imderstood that the former admi- 
nistration were unwilling' to encounter tlic public odium 
ofaccomplishingf this measure; and that, by pressing it 
with at serious countenance on Lord Mlnto immediately 
Oil his arrival, they surprised the Governor-g'encral. 
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the Danish Governor to give np the Mission 
Press, and ordered the Mtstiionaries to remore 
to Calcutta. The Danii»h Governor resisted 
this demand, on the plea of the sovereignty of 
Iiis nation ;* and the Enetish Government re- 
voked their requisition, i'he English Govern- 
ment then issued an order prohibiting the Mis- 
sionaries from printing any books, ^< directed 
to the obje^'t of iX)nverting the natives to Chris* 
tianity." On this a ^question was proposed 
officially to the British Government by the 
Danish Governor; a question whieh your Lord- 
ship will be concerned to* think should ever 
have been necessary. U was this: " Whether, 
among the books prohibited' by the Britisdi 
Government, the Bible in the Bcngal|(^e language 
was included ?" The answer to this question 
your Lordship will read with yet more con- 
cern. It was the following : *• VVe are not 
aware of any objection to the promulgation of 
the Scriptures in the Bengalee language, unac- 
companied by any comments on the religions of 
the country:" that is, the English Government 
were not ^^ aware that there was any objection 
to the publication of the Bible, yet they wer^ 
not certain." At all events, it must have << no 



• Dr. BucJianan was misinformed in this particular. 
The Danish Govei-nor did not, it seems, resUt the de- 
mand, on tlie plea of the sovereij»;nty of his nation, aU 
thouj^h he mi^lit have so done if it had pleased him ; 
hut he solicited the revocation of the demand, on the 
^ound of "the disli-ess to which the Missionaries 
would he exposed by tlie Entjlish Government's exact- 
ing a compliance with if,*' and nn the ground of tlie 
CQiivcniencc of the press to the Dani&li GoTcrimicajt. 
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eommeiit on the religions of the country :'' that. 
is, it must not be §dtd of the Bible—- *< This is 
the word of the true God, and more worthy of 
belief than the Veda of Brahma :'' nor must 
any illiistration of its truth be notieed by refer- 
ence to the Hindoo doctrines ; for instance, by 
appealing to their own ideas of a Trinity, of 
an atonement, and of the " man twice born/' 

Atller some consideration, the English Govern* 
ment qualified (but did not revoke) their prohi- 
bition respecting works '^ directed to the object 
of converting the natives," and informed the 
Missionaries ofllicially that, ^^ whatever they 
printed for the future, must be submitted to the 
inspection of the oflicers of Government :" and 
h«r^ the matter ended. An official Imprimatur 
is established for the theological works of the 
Protestant Missionaries; and preaching to the 
natives, beyond the limits of the Danish town, 
is entirely prohibited : and thi&, of course, 
aniohnts to nearly a total suppression of the 
Mission. 

The eliief inconvenience of the Imprimatur 
imposed is, not that religious books shall be 
submitted to the officers of Government, but 
.that they must be submitted to the ^'native" 
officers of Government. If, indeed, the Chris- 
tian officers of Government understood the Ben* 
galee, Arabic, Orissa, Mahratta, atid Chinese 
iangnages, then might the Missionaries expect 
that Christians would revise their works ; but 
a Hindoo must revise the Bengalee, and a Ma- 
hometan the Arabic. Those very Mahometans 
who impeached the Missionaries in the first 
instance will necessarily be employed next to 

6 
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revise their theology. Was it ever heard that 
a Hindoo or a Mahometan gave a candid judg- 
ment of a Christian book P They will, of 
coarse, obliterate all passages which offend 
their own superstitions, and particularly those 
quotations from Scripture which speak of lying 
prophets, or the sin of idolatry. 

I now beg leave to request your Lordship^s 
attention to the plea on which these proceed- 
ings against the Protestant Missionaries have 
been grounded. It is this ; '' that the publie 
faith has been pledged to leave, the natives in 
the undisturbed exercise of their re^ligions.'' 
This is a proper pledge of ourXegislature. It 
is proper not to disturb the natives in the exer- 
cise of their religion ; nor has this pledge ever 
been broken, directly or indirectly* It, is pro- 
per not to interfere with, or by violence to pre- 
vent, the superstition of the natives, if not crim- 
inal in itself, or affecting the public peace. 
But if, by the expression, ^' not disturbing the 
natives in the exercise of tlieir religion,^' be 
meant that '^ we are not to use means for dif- 
fusing the knowledge of Christianity among 
them,'' then it is to be observed^ that this pledge 
has been violated by every Governmeut in In- 
dia, and has been systematically broken by the 
Honourable the East India Company from the 
y^ear 1698 to the present time. The fact is, 
they have pledged themselves to a conduct jus& 
the reverse. The East India Company hold 
this country by a Charter, which expressly sti- 
pulates that they shall use means to instruct 
the Gentoos, &c. in the Christian Religion. 
(William III. 15th September, 1698.) And 
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this stipulation is in perfect accordance with 
their pled^ of not disturbing tlie. natives in 
the exercise of their superstitions by force, iu- 
asmuch as it is a very different thing to apply 
arguments to the mind and to inflict wounds on 
the body. It is their duty to civilize their bar- 
barous subjects, and to teach them humanity, 
and for that purpose to address their under- 
standings ana their affections. At the same 
time, it is their duty not to disturb the exercise 
of their superstition by compulsory acts ; and 
the Legislature has stipulated for the perform- 
ance of both duties ; and *the first duty is as 
Sositive as the second. They first stipulate to 
o good, and they next stipulate not to do evil ; 
ana in consequence of this stipulation, the Hon- 
ourable Company ']\ave constantly aided the 
Christian Missions in India ; and at this time, 
they devote a considerable sum annually to their 
support. The Protestant Mission in Bengal 
commenced in ±758. The Honourable Com- 
pany's ships brought out the annual supplies 
for this Mission, and before the year 1770, re-' 
ligious tracts were translated into the Bengalee 
language ; and Hindoo Christians preached to 
their countrymen, in the time of Hastings, in 
the town of Calcutta. The Mission continued 
its labours till about the year 1790, when the 
supply of Missionaries from Europe. failed. 
It was succeeded by the preseut Mission at Se- 
rampore in 1703. 

The Calcutta mission was of extensive use 
in disseminating Christian principles through 
Northern India. They sent Arabic New Tes- 
taments to the court of Shah Allum, the Mah- 
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omedan King of Hindostnn, tfien resident at 
Allahabad. The priests' of his Majesty retani- 
ed their thanks to the Missionaries, and ^eques* 
ted that « the iuppiy might be eontiniien.'' It 
M^as continued for a time, and an investment of 
Arabic Bibles is soon expected, under the sanc- 
tion of the Honourable Company, for a similar 
purpose. Little of the infltu^nce of Christian- 
ity in India has come, as yet, to the knowledge 
of the public. Englishmen in general know as 
little of the state of Christianity in India, as 
of the state of Hinduism. Two Christian Mis- 
sions were at the same period tolerated by Shah 
AHum ; one of vvhieh had existed since the 
time of Akbar the Great, and both of which 
exist unto this day. 

At Seringapatam, under Hydcr Sultaun the 
Mahomedan Prince of Mysore, ttie most com- 
plete toleration was permitted. In the Appen- 
dix to the enclosed pamphlet, your Lord»liip 
will see with what ardour the preaching of 
Swartz was received at Seringapatam, and how 
the noble Mahomedans and Hindoos desired In 
learn from him what was the ** riglit prayer.** 
Romi!»h Missions were tolerated by Hyder at 
the same time. Ttppoo Sultaun was more in- 
tolerant than his father. He was at times a 
persecutor; yet he did not quench Christiani- 
ty; ai*' Missions now ftoarish in various parts 
of the Mysore country. 

After these authorities, we certainly shall 
not refer to the Mahomedan Moonshees in Cal- 
cutta, for their opinion on the general relations 
•f religious toleration in India. 

I do not know whether your Lordsliip has 
been informed, that there are two Uomau Catli- 
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olic Misftiong in Bengal s^nd the provinee« ad(- 
jneeat. They have existed for a foDg period of 
time, and have been tolerated by the Mahome- 
dan, Hindoo, Seik, Nepaul, and Tibet Govern- 
ments. They have preached and published 
i/vhat they pleased, without any ofticial restric- 
tion that we have ever heard of; and th^y now 
continue to follow their functions nnder the pro- 
tection of the English Government, while the 
Protestant Missionaries are restrained and their 
theology is subjected to an official licence. 

The proceedings against the Protestant Mis* 
aion will naturally be supposed at home to have 
been called forth by some public commotion in 
Bengal, or by the bad moral character of the 
Missionaries. As to the first, they will be hap" 
py to hear^ that we are now, and long have been, 
in a state of almost torpid tranquillity ; ami as 
to the character of the Missionaries, the Gov- 
ernment has acknowledged them to be men of 
quiet demeanour, of pious intentions, and as de- 
serving countenance and respect for their liter- 
ally labours. . 

. Jt has been the usual conduct of Asiatic Go- 
vernments to let Christianity alone. In the an- 
nals of the British Administration in. India, 
there has been no instance of the suppression 
of a Christi9.n Mission. Our empire here sub- 
sists by the discrepancy of religious oipinion. 
It is not good policy to strengtlien the Hindoo 
Religion, or to strengthen the Mahomedan Re- 
ligion ; but it is good policy to strengthen the 
Christian Religion, because it is as yet the 
weakest. It is certainly otn* duty not to oppose 
it ; for ^^ if this council be of God, we cannot 
6* 
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Ttmi iV^ And it would now be fts eB»y to op* 
pose the rashiog of the Borb into the river 
uanges, as to oppose the entrance of Christian-* 
ity into the province of Bengal.* 

9. After the pernisai of the foregoing pages, 
your Lordship will be prepared to understand 
the cattse of the late alarm regarding the Pro- 
phecies; not a public alarm indeed, but the, 
alarm of some of the officers of your Lord- 
ship's government. 

Having hud occasion lately to preach a se- 
ries of discourses on the Christian Prophecies, 
in the Presidency Chureh, some of the eongre- 
gation expressed a wish that I would permit 
them to be printed, observing, that^they had be- 
fore made a similar request witj^oot effect ; 1>ut 
as I was now about to return to Burope, they 
hoped I would bequeath to them these few dis- 
courses. ' 

When it was understood by the officers of 
Government, that the sermons on the prophe- 
cies we rer^to be published, they were alarmed: 
—your Lordship will scarcely divine the cause 
-<-it was this : — It seems these prophecies de- 
clare, ^ that all nations shall be converted to 
the religion of Christ." But if this be true, U 
was argued. What bad news to the Mahonie- 
dans and the Hindoos i In short, the advertise- 
ment announcing the intended publication - of 
the Prophecies, which was sent to the Govern- 

• Tlie BoRit IS the ra|jid influx of the tide of tlie 
ocean into the G;in|'x^ii. That river is wide at the mouth ; 
bui suddenly narrawini^, the accunmlated waters seek 
their level, and run furwaitl in a continued billow, with 
a mighty rusliing noise, a hundred miles up the countrj-., 
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ment Gazette, wa» snppreftsed ; the adTertite- 
ment itself iiras delivered in with trepidaliMi 
to Gerernment, and an order was immediately 
]«sued«to the printers of the other papers, for- 
bidding them to pnblish the alarming liotiee. 
In eonsequenee of this order^ it has been pub-^ 
lieiy understood that the Christian Prophecies 
arc suppressed by authority ! 

I now beg leave to submit it to your Lord* 
ship's judgment, whether, in the view of the 
temper of mind displayed above, it would he 
proper in me to subjeet my eomposilions to (he 
opinion and revision of the officers of your 
Liordship's government. Miglit there not be 
some danger in committing the Christian Pro- 
phecies to be altered and new-modelled by men 
who favour the dii^eiples of Mahomet and Brah- 
ma ? I incline not to commit them to the hands 
of thoMC oHieers. from another eoui-iideration : 
it would' be a bad precedent. 1 would not that 
it should be thought, that any where in the 
British dominious, there exists any thins^ like a 
eivil inqiittiition into matters purely religious. 

it is now nearly two months since I received 
the letter from Government on this matter, 
and 1 have not yet.eemmunieated my intentions. 
1 now beg leave to inform your Lordship, that 
I do not wish to gtva Government any unneees* 
sary offence. I shall not publish the Prophe* 
cies. 

At I he same time I beg leave most respect - 
fully to assure your Lordship, that I am not ju 
any way disappointed by the interierenrte of 
f^vcnnnent on tit is occasion. The sup|>osed 
sufipccssion of the Christian Prophecies . has 
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prodneed the eofraequenee that might be expec** 
ted. The pahiie euriosity has heea greatjy ex- 
eited to see these Prophecies ; and to draw the 
attention of ai^n to the Divine Fredietians^ 
could be the only object I had in view in noUc- 
ing them in the course of my pubUc ministry* 
Another consequence will probably be $ the 
Prophecies will be translated into the languages 
of. the East, and thus pave the way, as has 
sometimes happened, for their own fulfilment.. 

10. Your Lordship will be enabled better to 
understand the real nature of tliis alarm re- 
garding the Prophecies, when you are inform- 
ed of the alarm which was excited about half 
a year before your Lordship's arrival, by the 
ancient " Christian Tablets.". 

In eonsequenee of the im^uiries, sanctioned 
l^y the Marquis Wellesley, into ,the history and 
literature of the Syrian Christians of Travan^ 
core, some ancient JVlanuseripts were announc- 
ed, and also certain '' Brass Tablets" of great 
antiquity, containing the privileges of these an- 
cient Christians, asserting their rights of no- 
bility, and declaring withal that they had a 
King. Your Lordship can hardly conceive the 
apprehensions which were excited by this dis- 
covery, in the minds of those who have been 
lately alarmed by the Propheeiel». £ven at 
the first, it was accounted an ominous mission 
to go <^ to rake up the ashes of Christianity" 
in the very midst of the Hindoos. But when 
it was announced that there were ^^ glowing 
embers," nothing less seemed to be expected 
than that all flindostan would shortly be ^< in a 
flame." For if it was true that Christ ianitv 



MEMORIAL. 69 

onee floumhed in Hlidostan, it«^ followed that 
i| mi^lit iloari»li a^ain. it wa<9 devoutly wish- 
ed ^ that these Christian Tablets might sink 
to the bottom of the sea,^' ami even the curioll- 
ity of the Hindoo Antiquaries was quenched in 
this horror of Christianity.*. 

That your Lordship may be assnred that this 
alarm was real, aad not fietitious, it is only ne« 
eessary to add, that when the article of litera* 
ry intelligeaee published in the Bombay 6az» 
ette, eontaining the aceiinnt of these andent 
Chrisfians,t and of these ^* brass plates^' (which 
aecount was certainly interesting to the Chris- 
tian world in general, and to men of letters in 
particular,) arrived at Calcutta, it was snp- 
nressed, by authority, as something dan£;eroiis 
\o the State ; and the Biiihop of Llandafifs let* 
ter on the Civilization of India^ had nearly 
shared the same fate. 

It. It appearing from tliu recent events above 
noticed, that the dillusiou of Christianity in 
Bengal is platuty obnoxious to some of the oH^ 
ficers of Government, serious apprehensions 
are now entertained, that the attempt to sup« 
press the translation of the Scriptures will be 
renewed'. I cannot believe Ihat the attempt 
will be made during your Lordship's admiuis- 

• These bimss tablets are now deposited in the pub- 
lic library of the Univei-sity of Cambridge. 

■j" It liad been previously published in t}»e Bombay 
Gazette, by which means it i*eaci)e<l Kurope. It uas 
pu{>liKhcd aflerwards in England by the late Bishop of 
London. 

i See Christian Researches, at conclusion. 
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tration. If, however, any. sioister event shoaM 
afford a pretext for reviving it, I hambly re- 
quest that the Chinese Translation of the 
Scriptures niay be spared. Suffer me, my JLord, 
to intercede for the Chinese. There are three 
English youths, who have been for two years 
past under the tuition of the Chinese Professor 
<and his two Chinese Assistants, and they have 
now acquired a very considerable profieiency 
in the Chinese Language ; and it is my inten- 
tion to call them to England for poblic purr 
looses, in three years hence, if their studies be 
not interrupted. This Class has been organize 
ed and maintained at a great expense* It is 
the only regular Chinese Class in the world, 
out of the limits of the Chinese Empire; and 
it will probably be the source of the first regu- 
lar instruction in the Chinese Language in 
Greiit Britain.* 



• The expense was upwards of 1300 pounds. The 
Chinese Professor, Mr. Lassar, was oriji^inally engaged 
to superintend the Class at Serampore, by Dr. Buchan- 
an, and was maintained at his sele expense for about 
three years, at 300 rupees per month. The condition 
on whicli Dfw Buchanan engaged to maintain him at the 
Mission-House, was^ That one of the elder Missionaries, 
and three at least of the youths, should engage in the 
diligent study of the .Chinese Language. Mr. Marsh- 
man was the elder Missionary who accepted the con- 
dition Hearing that the Hon. tlie Court of Directors 
were about to organize the College. at Hertford, Dr.Bu- 
thanun contemplated, at that time, the probability of 
Mr. Lassar's pupils being by and by qualified to hold a 
situation as Instructors'of Chinese in that institution. 
They are now qualified for that office ; and it seems to 
be the interest of the £ast-India.Coropany to approprl- 
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12. If your Lordship should judge it expe- 
dient to investigate any of the facts contained 
in this letter, I shall be happy to afford any 
further evidence or expianation that may be re- 
quired, before I leave India. 

I have the honour to be, ^ ' 
My Lord, 
With the highest respect, your Lordship's 

Most obedient and humble Servant, 

(Signed) C. BUCHANAN. 

Calcutta, 
7tli Nov. 1807. 

ate the special advantage. A knowledge of the Chinese 
Lianguage is confessed to be of the utmost importance 
to their civil servants who have to negociate with the 
Chinese people ; and yet it is not cultivated either at 
the College of Fort William in Bengal, or at the Col- 
lege of Hertford in England. This important language, 
hitherto deemed inaccessible to the Universities of Eu- 
rope, was planted, and has been brought to maturity, 
as it were, by the way-side. 
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OK TBB 

LETTER FROM THE BENGAL GOAT^IXMEM 

I 

TO THE i 

ffgn, tlte Coitrt o/Dtreeters, daud Dec, 7, 1807, in reply 
to the JoTVPvin^ JHemorial* 

THE Earl of Mini^ must be well asuured by 
this time, that I highly respect the charaeter 
ojT his administratioD $ for his public acts de- 
monstrate, that he is by no meaqs indifierei^t to 
the promotion of learning in the East, or to 
tile diffusion of Christian Knowledge amongst 
the inhabitants of India. At the time I sub- 
mitted to his Lordship the preeedikig Memorial 
concerning the injuries iniieted on Christianity 
in Bengal, I wished him to understand that I 
exonerated him entirely from blame, since he 
had but lately arrived, and eould not possibly 
be fully aequainted with all the eircumslanccs 
to which the Address referred. And his Lord- 
Mnp will do Hie the justice to recollect that I 
did trot transmit that letter ^' on the public ser- 
vice," or to the Governor-general ^^ in Coun- 
r.il f^ but merely for bis private information, if 
he should think proper so to consider it. His 

* See Appeadizj Xo. IF. 
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was eotireiy gratuitoaft. I ofiered to explain ^ 
but he declined an interview, and cliese lo seiid 
the Memorial to England, aoeompaoied by oSU 
<$ial antmadvemion* The truth was, be najtur-* 
ally received his first im-pressions from the pnb^ 
lie finietionaries who niJed official situations 
near his person ; aod with that urbanity and 
heroism which are natural to bin, he said, ^' I 
will defend my new government." The radi« 
eal error of his Lordship's incipient adminis- 
tration (not indeed imputable to himself) was^ 
that in concerting measures respecting <« Reli*" 
gion and Christian Missions^" he did not call to 
his conneiis the official adviser of Government 
en such subjects; namely, the Senior Chaplain 
of the Honourable Company, the Rev. David 
Brown, who bad enjoyed the confidence of ev- 
ery Governor-General for nearly twenty years 
before, and who could have given him, in a few 
minutes, just views of character and of exists 
ing circumstances. But some of the persons 
about his Lordship had no desire t# direct bis 
attention at that crisis to such a counsellor as 
Mr. Brown ; lor he was too sincere a friend of 
N^hristianity.* His Lordship's good settle, 
however, seems soon to have triumpli.d over 
this difficulty ; and to have enabled him to ap- 
preciate justly Mr. Brown's counsel and eom- 
inunieation§. The public has heard how lau- 
dably Lord Mittto has exercised himself in 
promoting useful learning, by giving his pat- 

• I would always exempt fi*om the impntatiofTs ron- 
'iipctcd with this siibjcct Niel Benjaimin Eilmonstonei 
Esq. Vice-Prcsi4aa if the Calcutta Bible Societv. ' 

r 
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ronage to the College of Fort William, to the 
Chinese Class at Berampore, and to the Calciut- 
ta AuxiHary Bible Soeietj. In Mr. Brown's 
communieation to me last year, respecting the 
establishment of the Bible Society, he distinct* 
]y mentions his Lordship's change of sentiment 
on some points.— ^^ Pagoda, (Serampore,) Bth 
March, 1811.'— I hare had long and full dis- 
cussions with Lord Minto on all subjects of re- 
ligion, missions, and Scriptures ; and he is very 
desirous to tread back his steps, and to atone 
for the mistake which he made at the begin- 
ning of his government. Your memorial pre- 
Sared the way for this reflnx of sentiment, 
[either that, nor the Chinese, nor any part of 
your labours, have fallen to the ground." Lord 
Minto will best know whether this extract pos- 
sesses the features ^f truth. Nothing could 
have justified my printing it but' the necessity 
whie^i existed, that the truth should be fully un- 
derstood on a subject afieetiiig the interests of 
Christianity, and the character of its legitimate 
teachers in India." It is believed in Bengal, 
that the attack on the Missionaries did not 
originate with Lord Minto« On the contrary^ 
it was supposed that his presence tempered its 
violence, and assuaged the storm. 

2. I shall do myself the honour to remark 
on the Letter itself. The Memorial presented 
by me adverted to certain public acts which I 
considered to be dishonooraole and injurious to 
Christianity. I specified the four following : 

First. " The withdrawing of the patronage 
of Ouvernment from the translation of the 
Holj B^riptureii into the Oriental Tongue»." 
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SeeoQcl. ^' Attempting to simpress the tran 
J&tion of the Scriptures entirely.'' . 

Third. ^^ Suppressing the eaeomium^ of tl 
JHonourable tike Court of Directors, on their v 
iiqrable Missionary the Rev. Mr. Swartz ;'' ai 

Fourth. " Restraining the Protestant' Mi 
sionaries in Bengal from the exercise ox the 
functions, and establishing an Imprimatur f 
.Theological Works," 

To tlie first of these charges, the Beng 
^Government have made no reply ^ and yet 
v^as the most important. The withdrawing 
the patronage of (iovernment from the trans! 
tion of the Scripture^s, which had commenc 
sa auspiciously in the College of Fort Williai 
was an act which involved in it most sensib 
the honour of a Christian Administration. B 
there is not one word oSere^l in justificatic 
Indeed, it was impossible to justify it.* 

To the second charge, " Attempting to su 
press the translation of the Scriptures eiitii 

• It is to be hoped that, at this era of Christian 
vestigation, the East-India Company will vindicate 
honour of the nation, and of their own povemmenl 
India, by directing that the College of Fort Willi 
«hall patronise, as it formerly did, translations of 
Scriptures in the various languages of the Kast ; 
particularly, that the insiilar languages, cultivated 
their Professor, the late Dr. Leyden, (into eacli of wli 
be has translated the Gospel of St. Matthew), may 
be permitted again to sink into oblivion for wan^ 
.encouragement. The College of Fort William expe 
a montiily sum at this time, under sainction ofi 
Court of Directors, for translations from the Myth 
gy of Brahma (witness the fabuloiis Raraayuna, \ 
• but noti)ing is given, that w« have' heard of> for ' 
bouour or Christ. 
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Ij" out of the College, as well as id it, no re« 
plj !• made. Nor shall I add further explana«- 
tion. 

To the t?iird charge^ ^< Suppressing the offi<^ 
cial eDcomium on the Tenerahla Swart;^," there 
is no replj. There is not the most distant i^l^ 
lusion to the subjeet. 

On the fourth charge alone, copious observa^ 
iions have been made. And on tnese 1 propose 
.to animadvert* 

Of the collateral subjects, the alarm eon^ 
ceming '^ The Brass Plates," and the exclu- 
ision from the Government Gazette and ether 
papers of the " literary intelligence"*' concern^ 
ing the Syrian Christians in Travancore, no no<» 
tice has been taken.* 

• When Dr. l^eyden, I/5rd Minto*« admired liter^ 
friend, who possessed a spirit which was keenly suseep* 
tible, he«ird of the Government's suppressing the "lit- 
f rary intelligence," re!p.ting to that very quarter of Iri^ 
^ia, through part of which he liimself had travelled, 
9ind concerning which he had furnished me with vari« 
OhS topics of investigation, I leave his Lordship t^ ceiv- 
/peive the fluent speech »nd bodily agitation of \3» 
scholar, on the view of tHe ** Gothic pwwsepding." 

The public in England have been much grati^d bf 
the perusal of the Earl of Minto's beaut iiiil eulogium 
pn th0 character of Dr. Leyden, at the last public dis^ 
putation fit the College of Fort William. Dr. Leyden's 
talents fbr f^ilological rosrearch wet% indeed beyond all 
praise ; but he consecrated his last years by a study of 
a higher J^ind than that of philology : *' He was trans^ 
gating the Holy Scriptures into five different languages." 
We should have been happy to have seen, that this 
^test subject for the higl^est panegyric had not beeq 
iprhoUy omitted in a.discourse addressed U> th^ ^t^den^ 
of the Qolkge of fort WilUftni. 
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3. Before I proceed farther, I shall make 
.two preliminary remavrks. • 

Of the accuracy of the facts stated in the 

Memorial, I think there can be little doubt.^ I 

challenged inquiry before I. left Calcutta ; but 

the Government did not think it necessary to 

investigate them. They wrote their Letter to 

the Court of Directors while I was yet on, the 

spot, without communicating tlieir sentiments 

Co me in any manner, although I was on terms 

.of personal civility wkh every member of the 

.administration ; and they sent the letter home 

without my knowledge by the same fleet which 

.eonveyed myself. Nor did I ever see it until 

it was recently printed by order of the Hon- 

.ourable the House of Commons* 

The second remark I would make refers to 
.the charge of " disrespect" whieh is preferred 
against me, in the Letter alluded to, for ad- 
.dressing Govenynent at all on the subject ; atid 
th which they frequently revert .with lively sen- 
sibility. . I am not at all anxious about self- 
justification in this matter, except as the hon- 
our of religion may be concerned : arid I hope 
Jitlle personal feeling will he visible in these 
Remarks. But in regard to the charge in 
question, I onjy request that the Bengal Gov- 
ernment will lookback to the transaction, and 
survey the nature of the subject and the cir- 
eumstanees in whieh I atood. Let tliem say 
whether I had any personal interest in the 
,eaase at issue. Did 1 address Government for 
.my own advantage ? Was it to recommend my- 
self to the favour of the Court of Directors 
when I returned home P No. It was iu>t my own 

4 * 
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eause, but thftt of Revealeil Religion, whieli I 
maintained. CliVisttanity had been dishononr- 
fti. Its teachers were oppressed and silenced | 
^nd there was nobodj to appear for the truth. 
I stood, for a moment, the Representative of 
*< Him who is higher thao the highest. ^^ And 
is this to be denominated disrespect ; especial-* 
]j when the words of my Address -are perfect* 
ly respeotftil P i think that, in the judgment of 
eandour and of enlightened minds, it will be 
thought that I barely did my duty. The pnlr- 
lie voice in the settlement of Calcutta' was cer-* 
tainly in my favour ; for the proceedings againtit 
the Missionaries wei^e very generally e«m- 
demned. 

4. The justifieation of the acts of Govern- 
ment sj^eeified in the eighth paragraph of n»Y 
jifemorial, is founded on these two assump* 
tions, viz. 

1. That the ^^proceedings of the Missionfi* 
yies were of a character entirely new," and that 
their publications and preaching rendered the 
interference of Government necessary. 

2. That the Supreme Government was by no 
means hostile to the introduction of Christtani<» 
ty into India* 

Let us review the first of these assumption^. 
«<— We shall describe ^' the origin'^ of the pro- 
<fceeding8 against the Mitisionaries in the wonh 
of the official dispatch to the Court of Direc* 
tbrs. 

<< The pamphlet in question was delivered to 
the Secretary in the Secret, Political, and For^ 
eign Department by the Professor of Arabic 
and Perfian in the College of Fort WilliatOt 
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'who reeeived it from the cliief native Precept 
tor in that department," (that is, the chief 
Arahic Moonshee, a Mahomedan.^) ^ who stat- 
ed that it was pat into his hands, bj the son of 
a Mogal merehant (a Mahomedan) residing at 
Oaleutta, with a request that he wonld prepare 
en answer to it, with a view to Tindieate the 
credit of their eommon religion."* It is not 
ulledged that t)ie Moonshee complained of the 
eontents of the paper in any manner. No states 
meiit to that effect is contained in the whple 
dispatdi. 

This pamphlet, it seems, declared that Mah- 
omet was a tyrant and an impostor ; and more- 
over, that the Christian Religion was the true 
one. On which the Government resolved, 
^ ThBt the puhlie faith had been pledged to 
leave the tnhafoitants of these dominions in the 
full, free, and undisturbed exercise of their re- 
spective religions ;" and that the Missionaries 
ought to be restrained. They accordingly in- 
terdicted the Missionaries from preaching or 
publishing ; that is, they suppressed the Mis- 
sion. But after they had so done, they discov- 
ered, to their great astonishment, that pamph- 
lets of a similar nature had been ^' puidi^hed 
live years before," and that public preaching 
had been practised during the same period in 
Calcutta by the same Missionaries. Dr. Carey 
declared officially : ^^ Although pamphlets have 
been in circulation for several years, no one in^ 
stance has come to my knowledge of the least 
symptom of alarm having been excited, whsth- 

* Xftst India Fapcrs, 19b. i4Q, p. ^t. 
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er aniong Hindoos or Mapstilmaiifi, io eo^se* 
qiience of »ueh circulation." At this period, 
Lord Minto must ]iave looked gravely at his 
counsellors. The Oovernment discovered far- 
ther, that pamphlets of a like character had 
been published all over the south of India, for 
three centuries before } and that, in short, there 
was no way of saying that Christianity is tme, 
without insinnating that Mahomedanism is 
false. 

5. But let us investigate the ^^ first inovc- 
ment" in this affair. The pamphlet fell into 
the hands of a Mahomedan merchant in Cal- 
cutta, who carried it to a Mahomedan Moon- 
shee in the College, ^< with a request that he 
would prepare an answer to it, with a view to 
vindicate the credit of their common religion." 
Thus far was well. Tiie Mounshee shews it to 
his English Master, tbe Arabic Professor ; 
whether, as an object of curiosity, or in a sullen 
inood, is not stated. The Arabic Professor 
seizes the paper, and presents it to the Govern- 
ibent Now, if that gentleman had not charged 
himself with this official act, we should proba- 
bly have never heard a word an the subject. 
When the Moonshee had shewed the pamphlet 
to him, he .ought to have acted like a Christian 
Professor, and said, ^' Do as the son of the Mo- 
gul merchant bids you : go and prepare an an- 
swer to it with a view to vindicate your common 
religion." Had he so done^ the Moonshee would 
probably have answered : <^ It is hard work," 
and have gone to smoke his Hooka. — Again, 
supposing Tfor argument's sake) that the Mooar 
fthee complained that jMahonn^t was vUifi^^d, 
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the Professor bad only to reply : ^ Brahmins^ 
Boodhists and Beiks vilify Mahomet every day 
in words and ia writing. But i« it for you^ 
Mahoroedans, to speak of the indeeorom of 
vilifying the religion of others, whose books 
are filled with it ? What vol time, in the theo* 
logical part of Tippoo's Library in tlte College 
of Fort William (if it refers to Christianity at 
all) does not contain the most ttfK|fialified abuse 
of the Christian Religion, and of its profbs* 
Mrs ?"— ^I hope that the gentleman, whoever he 
vas, who made himself aetive on the above oc- 
casion, has, by thi» time, ma<Ie some atonement 
to the Christian cause, and enrolled himself a 
fnember of the Caleutta Auxiliary Bible So* 
«ie(y. 

§• Id the Letter of the Bengal Government, 
ihey relate a transactien whieh took place un- 
der the administration of Marqais Wellesiey, 
in vindicatteii of their loterferiBg with the Mis- 
aionariei. But I allege that the ease is of no 
valne in regard to the purpose lor whieh- it is 
^oted. I was Vice*Provost of the College at 
the time, and mast have been fally acquainted 
with the particulars of the transaction. As I 
bear it has been triumphantly mentioned by the 
adversaries of Missions, a brief elucidation of 
its merits may not be unacceptable. 

In the year 1804, the following Thesis was ' 

S reposed^ aHM>ng ojLhers, iov disensston hy the 
tadents, at thn^ annual disputations held in 
the College of Fort William, viz. «' The ad- 
vantage which the natives of this eonntry might 
derive from translations, in the vernacular 
tongues, of the books conCaiuing the principles 
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of (heir retpeetiv« religions, aad thdse of the 
Christian ^^ faith."-^AmaBg the persons eos*- 
ueeted with the Goverument and with the Col'- 
lege about that time, there were some who» in 
consequence of long habits of intercourse with 
the natives, had acquired a greater tenderness 
for the religious feelings of a Mahomedan or 
Hindooi than for those of a Ghri^ian. Anil 
this they defended (some of them singularly' 
amiable men,) without renouncing the charae- 
ter of Christian themselves, on the gronnd of 
condescensioti to the prejudices of the ^' weaker 
brethren." These gentlemen had, of course, 
been hostile from the beginning, to the transla* 
tion of the Scriptures in the Oriental Lan* 

fuageS) which was proceed ing'in the College 
y Natives and !^uropeans. So great was 
their jealousy on this subject, that there ex- 
isted a kind of compromise between us, that if 
.the Bible was printed for Christian, the Koran 
should be printed for Mahomedans,; wki-eh 
.was actually done. They further objected t^ 
the discussion of subjects at the annual disputa- 
tions in the Oriental Tongues, in which the 
inferiority of Mahomedanisni might be infer- 
red by implication. When, therefore, the above 
Thesis was proposed, which seemed merely to 
place the Christian and Mahomedan Beligiotts 
on an equality, they represented to me,, as Vice- , 
Provost, that the subject might give oftence. I 
diiserved, that certainly there was no ground of 
offence on the part of the natives ; that, on the 
contrary, J considered the Thesis myself as be- 
ing rather discreditable to Christianity ; and 
that ) would gladly order it to be changed for 
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aiiethery if it were not that tlie young men had 
now prepared their disputations on the subject. 
It is proper to observe that the subjeet.was not 
proposea by me. By a rule of the Coileg^e^ the 
seteetien of the Thesis is given to the student^ 
ealled the Respondent, who is to defend ii; 
and it must be afterwards approved by the 
College Council; I heard no more of the mat- 
ter till after some days, when I was informed 
that the Mahomedan Moonshees and others 
liad signed a pap^r in the way of memorial to 
Lord Wellesley, requesting that their religion 
might not be invaded. The fact was^i^ they were 
urged and assisted so to do by their Christian 
Patrons; the Moonshees being in general as 
subservient to the ivill of their English Pro* 
fessor as servants are to a master. Nay, some 
of the English acknowledged that they '^ en« 
eouraged it as a very proper measure.^' And 
it was proved that many or the Moonshees who 
signed the paper knew not what the Tliesis 
Contained.— -The petition having been presented 
to Lord Wellesley, he first told them that there 
was no harm in the Thesis, and then desired it 
to be changed; which was doue. And this 
was tlie precedent which some years afterwards 
was to vindicate the suppression of the Chris- 
tian minion. 

7. A new doetrtne was introduced about Ihe 
time the Missionaries were assiled, vise. That 
to propagate Christianity was necessarily to 
vilify (by inference) the religions of the country^ 
And with this was connected the following pro- 
position, which every where pervades the let- 
ter on which I am remarking ; naiucly, .*^ That 
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the ptililie faith had beeii ret»eatedly pkdged^' 
under the expretft injunetions of the Legisla^ 
ture^ to leave the subjects of the C^mpaiiy in 
the full, free, and uodtstiirbed exercise of theii^ 
respective religions i^'-^ust as if the jsost 
solemn engagtments of the Legislature in Great 
Britain should ever be supposed te precluds^ 
religiotts disctission ; or to forbid Christians to 
think and to say, That Juggernaut was. a log 
of wood, or that Mahomet was an impostor. 

The Missionaries state, in' their Memorial^ 
that the Marquis Wellesley ordered the Psalms 
of David, and the Propheej of Isaiah, to be 
translated into the Bengalee Language, as a 
Class-book for the Students. In eonsequenee 
of this order, the Hindoo Moonshees w6uld be 
obliged to instruct their pupils how to read 
such passages as tliese: ^'All nations which 
thou hast made shall eome and worship before 
thee, O Lord."— ''The Heathen shall cast their 
idols to the moles and to the bats." But his 
Lordship was not aware that he was infringing^ 
by thiU order, the most solemn injunctions of 
the British Legislature. 

In regard to '^ religious discassion," Dr. Ca- 
rey represented to the Government, when they 
were about to suppress his functions, a fact 
which every body conversant with the inhabi- 
tants well knew ; namely, ^' That the natives 
of Bengal, divided into numerous sects, indulge 
in literary and religious discussion to ^n almost 
unbounded degree ;" — and that the Missionarieft 
'< fouud, in numerous instances^ that discussioa 
has been desired and approved by the mnltitttde, 
even when it has ended to the disadvantage of 
their spiritual guides.'' 



/ 



RBMAKK.S. SB 



It vras amusing, about this time, to see the 
^lissioiiaries presenting to the Bengal Govern- 
ment, witk great simplicity, (in reply to the 
argiiment of the " pledged faith,") an extract 
fi'om the Charter to the Company by William 
III. in which it is sti|iulatcd, '^ That the mini- 
sters of the Honourable Company are to learn 
the Hindoo languages, to enable them to instruct 
ilie Gentoos, &c. in the Christian Religion." 

8. The Bengal Government, in order to shew 
that it must be diilicult to have religious dis- 
cussions with a Mahemedan, quote a passage 
from a book of my own : '* A Memoir of the 
Expevlieney of an Ecclesiastical Establishment 
for British India," published in 1805 ; and they 
seem to quote it as containing a truth justly ex- 
presi-ed ; "Whenever the Muiiomedan feels his 
religion touched, he grasps his dagger." This is 
eerta'n y a true c' araeteristic of thatjpeople, in 
genera! ; and yet we know that many a Ma- 
liometfau has been subdued by the persuasive 
power of the Gospel, and that the ferocious ti- 
ger has been changed into a lamb. It is, doubt- 
less, the principle of ihe Mahoniedan in every. 
part of the worM. in i^ngland as well as India, 
to draw the dagi^er when his religion is assail- 
ed 5 for the reht^ion that was propagated by 
the-sword can oiilv be defended by. the sword: 
hut where Mahomedans are servants and not 
masters, they have not, or at least ought not to 
havr, daergers to draw. 

in siich circuiORtaiie 's (while they are our 
subjects.) what ou^hl ihen to be our conduct 
tovYards them ? What do Christian dutv aud a 
wise policy r4'{^uire on our pait ? 'i'iiis was the 
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question I was elideavouring to answer. It is 
the fate of the English in India to exist amon^ 
this dagger-drawing people. How may we be 
able to eiist among them for an age to come 
with eonfid^nee and security ? I attempted to 
shew, that our only bope of attaining to this 
security must be derived from gradually hu- 
manizing their vindictive spirit by Christian 
instruction, I recommpndecl that the Govern* 
ment should allow ^ Christian Schools to be 
established for the children ;" and that, in re- 
spect to the atluhs, inntead of ^^ nursing their 
faith with tenderness" (sls the manner of some 
was, and on whieb I had just animadverted ;) 
and instead of " reverencing the religion of 
Mahomediyis" by which reverence it was well 
known their contemptuous spirit was cherish- 
ed and FOMENTED ; we should endeavour to 
repress and restrain their contemptuous spirit 
(or, as I less properl^^ expressed it in (he first 
edition, " to coerce their contemptuous spirit'*) 
by every proper means, and particularly by 
maintaining a distant demeanour, and treating 
them after the manner adopted by Marquis 
Wellesley and JVlarquis Cornwailis, who, as I 
afterwards observe, " never admitted a native 
to their confidence or counsel.'* 

And such are the mean^' 1 would yet recom- 
mend. But some persons have said, that they un- 
derstand the passage as if 1 intended we ought 
to <',onvert the Mahomcdans *' bv force,"* But 
if such was my meaning, why did not the Ben- 



* As fyr the Hindoos, they could not hnvc been in- 
clmlfid, for tJliey never sliewed " a^coi\UriTipi:tioiii« spu*it.'' 
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^1 GovernitieTit quote the passage on this most 
lit occasion, and demolish, at one blow^ tlieeausd 
of Christian Conversion in India, which I. wa» 
defending P The reason is very obvious : it wa9 
because they knew 1 meant no such thing. On 
the contrary, they knew that the passage con- 
tained a just sentiment and most wholesome ad- 
vice. 1 had just before complained of Chris- 
tians doing obeisance to the faith of Mahomet. 
^' As matters now stand, the follower of Maho- 
met imagines that we consider' it a point of 
bonour to reverence his faith, and to despise 
our own. For he every day meets with Euro- 
peans, who would more readily speak with dis- 
respect of their own religion than of his. No 
where is the bigotry of this intolerant faith 
nurtured with more tenderness than in British 
India. While it is suffering concussion in ev- 
ery other part of the world, even to Mecca its 
centre (as by a concurring Providence toward 
its final abolition,) here it is fostered in the 
peaceful lap of Christian liberality.'' And 
then I signitied, that, instead of cherishing this 
spirit, a wise policy required that we should 
repress it. The means by whioh we might so 
repress it I had just before pointed out. '^ Is 
it then good policy to cherish a vindictive re- 
ligion in the bosom of the empire for ever.^ 
A^'^ould it not accord with the dictates of the 
soundest wisdom, to allow Christian Schools to 
be established, where the children of poor Mah- 
omedans infight learn another temper ; the good 
effects of which would he felt before one genera- 
Hon pass away ? The adult Hindoo will hard- 
ly depart^ from his idol, or the Mahomedan 
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from luA pronbet in his old age ; but bis) eliiN 
dreii, wheu left destitntp, may be brought up 
C3irislian*5, if the British ParliameKl please." 

That is the kind of force I would recommend, 
and which 1 explained ; namely, the persuasive 
force of Ci ristian Instruction, exerted oii in- 
fant and jiivenil minds. It is somewhat ..r-- 
markable. tliat when three volumes ubieh I 
have published concernlnj^ the Ktist, recom- 
mend, in almo<«t every pa.^c, the appointed and 
legitimate means of conversion, v'va, " Preach- 
ing and the Word of God,'^ there should ho any 
person who would contend, that a sin^-le line of 
dubious import must necessarily contradict all 
the rest. When men of a,d verse sentiments 
fasten on a single word in a book, it is a sure 
sign that they are overwhelmed by its arj;u- 
ments. awed bv its truth, and encumbered nith 
an expiring cause.* 

9. We now come to the consideration of the 
obnoxious pamphlets.— -The B^Migal Govern- 
ment have transmitted three to Ens:land, which 
they mark A. B. and C. and which they desig- 



• I was not a little surprised to liear that an Honor- 
able Member had stated seriously, in the House of 
Commons, tljat I h:id recommended that the natives m 
India should be converted hy force. I only can account 
for this by supposinjj that some person had told him it 
was so ; and that he had never read a word whi^ch I 
ha/l written on the subject. 1 could hardly propose 
lliiit "jO.OOO men slioidd draw the suord on fifiy milli- 
on, and impose a faith ! And yet this is wliat the in- 
sinuation means, if it means any thint^. But ag'ain, 
supposing^ that 1 had m:.de such a proposal, would this 
have been the way to recommend my objects, concern- 
ing India, to the British Nation ? 
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Hi^te to be <^ the most material," that is, the 
most exceptionable, of them all. Of thesse the 
only reprehensible Tract, in my judgment, is 
C. the " Rise of Wisdom." It is a small poem 
of six pages, and was composed by a Bengalee 
Poet. The Bengal Government observe upon 
it, tbat^^ it was excluded from general perusal, 
by the abstruseiiess of metrical composilion." 
It is merely a s^iatire on the Brahmins, and was 
a very unworthy instrument to be used in Chris- 
tian Conversion ; — and such the Missionaries 
themselves acknowledged it to be.'— The Tract 
marked A. is entitled " The Distinction," or 
difference between the charaeters of Chrishna 
and Christ. It is entirely unexceptionable in 
sentiment and language. — The Tract marked ^ 
B^ is that beautiful little piece, submitted with 
the. rest to the Imperial Parliament, entitled 
« The Forerunner of the Bible." Though tor- 
tured in the translation, it contains some strik- 
ing and eloquent passages.* I have read every 
word of this piece, and hesitate not to declare, 
that on the same principle that a tribunal could 
eondemn the '* Forerunner of the Bible," they 
might have condemned the Sermons of Arch- 
bishop TiLLOTSDN. On the same principle 
that they condemned the " Forerunner of the 
Bible," they might have condemned the Lord's 
Prayer: — ^'^ Hallowed be thy name !" "Mo," 

• Of these the following is one : — Referrinff to the 
mystery of " God having become man," with allusion 
to' the Hindoo incarnations : " Thei-e was an incarnation 
of Jksus, tlie Protector of ihe unprotected, full of tl»e 
splendour of God, liaving- been separated from his bo^fe' 
in a column of ^plendoui* before him." 

8* 
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says lire Brahmin ; " let the name of Braliina 
be hallowed :"— "Thy kingtlom ''ome !'--"No/' 
say« the Mahomedati, ^' lot ]V1a)iomet^§, not 
Christ's, kingdom come."-— But that the piiblie 
may have competent means of forming a judg- 
ment on the subject, a copy of the Traet in 
subjoined for their perusal.-— See Af^)^udix, 
No. ^ L* 

10. Another subject of inquiry is, whether 
there was any commotion in Bengal, in conse- 
quence of the preaching of the MiHsionartes, 
to warrant the proceedings against them. The 
Oovernment do not alledge that there was any 

• Wlien the "Forerunner of the Bible" cmne before 
the Court of Directors, they seem to have been at some 
loss what to say on it. As it had come so far, charged 
with crime, they thoughtofcour.se that it must coniain 
somethinj^ wrong : but yet tlicy had doubts. Tn justice 
to the Honourable Court, their sensations of difficulty 
vill be stated in their own words. " Perhaps,'* say 
they, in answer to the Beng;al Government, "some 
doubt mif^ht be fairly entertained whether a considera- 
ble part of tile paper marked B. was of a nature to 
have excited sim iar ft elinp^s (that is, to have alnrmed 
the religious pr<jud ccs of the natives) if the other 
publications did not prepare the mind to receive with 
some jealousy any works which issued fiom the sane 
press. In suj[^gestipg the possibility of this dotibt, we 
by no means intend to convey any disapprobation of 
that prudent precaution which led you to prevent the 
ftiTther publication of this last (the paper H) toj^ether 
with those which appear to us to be more unquestioi. ibiy 
exceptionable. It is Sl matter of great dilBculty to 
draw the line which should at once describe and cIip- 
racterizc the publications which might be permitted to 
be considered as inofiensive ; and, at the same time, 
distinguish them from those which a proper precaution 
would sippi-ess." — FMstJ%dia Papers^ J\'o. 1^2, p. 71 
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eommoHon. They hint, indeeil, that there was 
** an incipient irritation in the minds of the na* 
tive |>ublic ;" but they evidenfly make no ac- 
eount of this surmise; otherwise it would have 
appeared in a more imposing form. It was as- 
serted, at the time, that the people were " in a 
state of almost torpid Irunquillity.'* When the 
Mis!)ionaries preached in their chapel in Cal- 
cutta, there were, of course, always a few na- 
tives around the door; bnt, during the whole 
period of my residence in that city, I never 
heard of more than one instance of the natives 
insulting the preacher, in the manner in which 
Englinhmen sometimes insult a Dissenting Cha* 
pel in England. 'i3ut I have heard of dissolute 
Englishmen disturbing the Mission Cliapel in 
Caiculta. 

The par lillel drawn by the Bengal Govern- 
ment, " between the Protectant Missionaries 
preaching to Hindoos, and Jews and Romatt 
Catholics in England trying to convert Protes- 
tants," is curious. They seem to think that 
Jews and Roman Catlmlicsdare not try to con- 
vert Protestants, " by preaching publicly and 
indiscriminately to his Majesty's Protestant sub- 
jet!ts," particularly if they use "opprobrious and 
offensive terms ;" and that if they were to do so, 
the magistrate might " intervene, and silence" 
them. But I beg leave most respectfully to of- 
fer it as my opinion, that Jews and Roman 
C-atholics may try to c^jnvert his Majesty's liege 
Protestant subjects, " publicly and indiscrimi- 
nately," and in "opprobrious and offensive 
terras too," whenever they please ;* and fur- 

• As Peter Candolphy the Catholic, and Duvid Levi 
the Jew, well know. 
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Cher, that if the magistrate were to seize tlieir 
bodies for.sueh offence, the news of the ef^ent 
would soon reae^ the Kast Indies. 

11. If, then, there was no commotion among 
the people in Bengal, what was the eause of 
the proceedings against the Missionaries ? l*he 
massacre of Yellore^he fatal massacre of 
Yeliore. That event, which had taken place 
upwards of a year before, had filled the minds 
of the rulers of India (as it well might) with 
apprehensions for the safety of the English do- 
minion. It was some time before Christianity 
was thought of as being a cause of that event ; 
but as soon as the suspicion was presented to 
the mind, it was eagerly entertained, and spee- 
dily magnified (in some imaginations) to a cer- 
tainty. This jealousy of Christianity was fur- 
ther inflamed by communications frou> England 
— by heart-sickening, criminatory communica- 
tions. Those who were at the Jielm of affairs 
thought that something ought to be done ; but 
what to do they knew not. The ship of the 
«tate was in danger, agitated by the waves ; 
and, like infatuated mariners in a storm, they 
resolved to throw out the compass and quad- 
rant, to lighten the vessel. 

To prove the sensations of alarm concerning 
Christianity which the Bengal Government suf- 
fered about that' period^ it is only necessary to 
refer to their letter to the Court of Directors of 
Nov. 3, 1807, containing their proceedings re- 
specting the Missionaries. In that dispatch, 
they declare without qdialification, « That the 
industrious propagation of a belief that the 
British Government entertained the design of 
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cpnverdog its native subjectts to Cliristianily', 
was rendered tJio ejficient instrument 4>f the iTiai>- 
Siicre of Velloie." Ai\er the evidence wKiclt 
lias been Iai<i before the naiioD on this subject, 
I need make no comment on the fojregoing pro- 
po'^iilion. Bal it maybe proper, for iheiiat inac- 
tion of those persons who are not fully acquaint* 
cfl with the facts, to adduce the evidence of a 
competent authority, fiom wbode judgment 
there can hanily be any appeal on this subject ; 
but whose testimony the Bengal Government 
had not an opportunity of seeing, when they 
wrote the above letter. I allude to the official 
declaration of General Hay M'Dowall, Com- 
inander in Chief of the Madras Army. In his 
letter to tiie Governor and Council of the Pre- 
sidency of Fort St. George, dated Madra$(, 
>yov. 19, 1807, nearly a year and a half after 
t4ie mutiny, he delivers it as the result of the 
whole evidence which had passed under his re- 
view, '' that the rumour alluded to" (viz. that 
the British Government entertained the desiga 
of converting its native subjects to Christiani* 
ty) '' was by no means general, and except at 
Hydrabad it bad made little or no impression." 
But, what is most remarkable, the Commander 
in Chief grounds on the circumstances of this 
mutiny a proposal to the Government to build 
Christian CHURCHES. Alluding to (he"in- 
difterence of Europeans which is manifested as 
to (he adoration of the Supreme Being," ami 
to the absurdity of supposing that the natives 
should apprehend any religious interferentje 
from *' persons who apparently conduct them- 
selves with so mach apathy in respecft to wh^t 
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concents religious worship :'' he observes, that 
this iodifr.irenee9 partieularly in the army, ii 
owing to the want of churches. He theii adds: 
^' 1 tru^it I shall he excused if I suggest the 
propriet]^ of Itavingeonvenient chapels, of mod- 
erate price, Constructed in all situations within 
the Company's territories, where Buropeaa 
troops arie likely to be quartered. Whatever 
may be urged to the contrary, I am convinced 
that such an improveuient, independent of the 
'Obvious advantages, woidd render tht British 
4:knracter more respected by the natives, and be 
attended by no evil consequences/'—- The whole 
letter of Geueral M^Dowall, and the Resolu« 
tions of Government thereon, will be given for 
the satisfaction of the reader. [See Appen- 
dix, No. 111.] But the observations of his pre- 
decessor, General Sir John Cradoek^ mark, in 
H yet more absolute manner, the absence of 
Christianity from the English troops in India. 
In an oilieial communication to Government al- 
ter the massacre of Yellore, he thus writes : 
<^ In no situation has so much toleration, and 
such an unlimited freedom of religious opin^ 
ions and ceremonials, been displayed as under 
the British Government in India $ and in no- 
situation have so few measures been pursued 
by British subjects, fbr the conversion of the 
people to the religion which we profess. No 
^nglishmen have hitherto been employed oa 
this duty in the provinces of the Peninsula; 
und, from the almost total absence of religious 
establishments in the interior of the country, 
And from the habits of life prevalent among 
military meji^ it is a melancholy truth, that so< 
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unfreqaent are the religions observatices of Of- 
lieens doing duty \^ith battalions, that the Se- 
poys have not, until very lately, discovered the 
tuiture* of the religion professed hy the Eng- 
lish." — ^East India Papers, No. 194, p. 9, 

12. The second assumption, on which the 
Bengal GoTernment rest their justification, is^ 
<* Thai they were by no means hostile to the 
introduction of Christianity into India." I am 
satisfied that they are favourable to the diffu- 
sion of Christianity at this present time ; but, 
in regard to their sentiments at a former period^ 
any further observation is rendered quite un- 
necessary, after tke disclosure that haa been 
made by the publication of the Indian corres- 
pondence. 

In their letter of the 3d Nov. 1807, before 
quoted, they snggest to the Honourable Court 
« to discourage any accession to the number of 
Missionaries actually employed, under the pro- 
tection of the British Government in India, in 
the work of conversion,^^ This suggestion ful- 
ly developes the feeling of that period. Those 
Missionaries who are now here we will re- 
strain : jou will be pleased to discourage any 
accession to the number ; so Brahma will enjoy 
an eternal reign. The Honourable Court seem 
to have been a little distressed at the perusal of 
this suggestion : — they replied to it in the fol- 
lowing terms : 

" Having explained to you, as briefly as pos- 
sible, the^rinciples on which we wish you to 
act with regard to the Missionaries, it remains 

• QuiQxy : How, when, and where they discovered it .' 
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for lis only to advert to your suggestion, < (hat 
we should discourage any accession to the num- 
ber of Missionaries actuaHy employed, under 
tlie British V^oveinment in India, in the work 
of conversion.' You are, of course, aware 
that many of the meritorious individuals wha 
liave devoted themselves to those labours, were 
not British subjects, or living under our autho- 
rity, and that none of the Missionaries have 
iproceeded to Beiii^ il with our licence." 

13. It remains that we notice the reception 
which the Letter of the Bengal Government, in 
answer to my.Me^jnorial, met with in England; 
first, from the Court of Directors; and second- 
ly, from the B:>ard of ControuL 

The Court of Directors made no observation 
upon it at all ; being content to insert a single 
paragraph communicated to them by tbe Board 
of ControuL* But the reply which the Hon- 



• The Honourable Court miji^ht have be^n reluctant 
to coiu-ey any special censure tor my endeavoi-s to pro- 
mote relij^ion in Indian from the consideration that they 
had, on n)y first j^oing to that country, ifcommtiuled 
tl]c interests^ of Clu'istianity sti-ontyly to my attention. 
When I was appointed a Cliaplain tor Bengal, in 1796, 
I received a public charge from the Court of Dii-ec tors 
on tile occasion. I was desii^ed to attend the Court in 
my clerical rohcs ; and the Chairman, Sir Stephen Lush- 
injiiflon, addressed me on the inipo. tarice of-niy office, 
and on tlie duties inipoied on a niinisK-r of religlcm in 
India. His speech, wiiich was evidently compost d with 
much care, occupied alwnt a quarter of an lj(»ur or 
more in the dehvtrv- 'I'i^e venerable lJai%>nel t>bsei ved, 
tlnit French principles were sapping tlie faiiiidalions of 
Cnristiunitv .and of .social order; and he earnestly in* 
cuicii\od on n»c the duly oi* dc^endiii^j- and prolliyli^.g' 
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curable Court made to the contenporaneout 
letter of the Bengal Government, detailing their 
proceedings eoneerning the Mhsionaries, must 
act be passed over. The Honourable Court 
first praises the conduct of their Indian Govern- 
ment generalij, and then proposes a different 
mode of proceeding for their governance in 
future. ** If,*' say they, " you had foreseen 
that the Missionaries would have shewn that 
entire and ready submissiveness to GKivemment 
which their conduct has manifested, we think 
yon would have doubted of the expediency of 
Bolding, under the circumstances you have de- 
seribed, a public pRocEEDiNa upon their 

the principles of the Christian Religion, by every pro- 
per means. I was much aiFected bv the solemnity of 
the occasion, and by the energy and feeling with which 
the address was delivered ; and the subject of the 
charge itself made a g^at impression on my mind, par- 
ticularly when meditating on it afterwards, during ray 
voyage. I trust that my whole life in bidia has b<-.>R 
one continued act of obedience to that charge. If the 
public have received any useful information, or the 
cause of truth any support from my writings, it has 
been owing, in a great degree, to that admonitory ad* 
dress, delivered to me soon after my leaving College 
and entering on the ministerial office. I doubt not that 
some of the members of the Honorable Court have the 
circumstance in their rec(rflection. I well remember a 
pentleman who was then, and is now, a Director, com- 
ing into the Waiting Room, after I had withdrawn from 
the Court, and tellmg me that the Directors had been 
congi'atulating their Chairman on his *' excellent ser- 
mon.** It will be satisfactorv to the public to see that 
my endeavours to promote Cnristianity in India (in any 
deg^ree that these may have been approved) originated 
in an especial maaoer with the £• lodiaCou^any itself. 

9 
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transaetions. And we would only snggest^ 
that if, oil any future oceasiouy any fresh pre-. 
cautionary mea!«ure» should become indispensa- 
ble, it would be desirable, in the first instance 
at leiist, to see whether a private communica- 
tion from the Qovernor General might not ef* 
feet ail that is desired, without bringing into 
yievf the instrumentality of Government."—- 
" We rely on your discretion tliat you will ali- 
stain from all unnecessary or ostentatious inter* 
ference with their proceedings."— The whole 
letter is highly creditable to the judgment "bf 
the Court of Directors of the East India Com- 
pany. It is a model for ofiicial writing and 
temperate rebuke. But its highest praise is, 
with one exception, that it maintains just and 
dignified views concern iug the extension of 
Cliristianity in India, both in relation to the 
well* being of the natives and to the security of 
the British Government.* 

The Board of Controul penned a brief ^eply, 
containing the following sentence, written with 
great spirit and with good temper ;-— ^^ We 
shall content ourselves at present with remark- 
ing, that Dr. Buchanan, as well as all other £e-. 
ciesiastics who promulgate the doctrines of 
Christianity in India, and who bestow such 
just and merited encomiums on the conduct of 
the Missionary Swartz, would do well to 
adopt it as the model of their own| and should 
always recollect that discretion and moderation, 
in their language and actions, are most coii-^ 
sistent with the mild spirit of our religion^ and 

• See the L^ter, No. II. Appendix.. ; 
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are iodispensablj requisite for those who are 
employed in prosecuting the laborioas work of 
conrersion." 

The Board of Controul probably did not iq* 
tend it ; but the;jf may be assure<] that the Sec- 
retaries in Bengal, on the first view of the 
above eonspieuous eulogium on Swartz, would 
instinctively say, " That is intended for tjs, 
beeanse we suppressed, in the Calcutta Gazette, 
the encomium on Swartz transmitted by the 
Court of Directors." 

As for myself, I regret that this salutary ad- 
monition, penned in 1808, should not have* been 
conveyed te me sooner than last week, when it 
was printed by the Honourable the House of 
Commons. But it is good advice at all times. 
I have now only to say, that I shall ever be 
happy to suffer a little disparagement, if it 
tend to the exaltation of so excellent and ex- 
emplary a character as the Missionary alluded 
to. I will further add, that I hardly know a 
eircamstance which could have given me great- 
er pleasure, than to see the British Government 
and the East India Company combining to- 
gether, in an official ana solemn m'anner, to 
propose to Ens^lish Ecclesiastics an imitation 
of the eonduet and example of the apostfiUo 
Bwartz. 



Kirby Hall, Borobridg<», 
25th June, 1813* 
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No. I. 

Copy of a Letter from the Bengal Government 
to the Secret Committee of the Court ofDirec- 
torSf dated the 7th December, 1807. (Ex- 
tracted from the East India Papers, printed 
by order of the Bouse of Commons^ JV^o. 142, 
pp. 74j— 79.J 

• > 

TO THE HON. THE SECRET COMMITTEE OP 
THE HON. THE COURT OF DIRECTORS. 

Honourable 8ir9f 

TRE Gvvernor General has judged it to be 
his duty to eommniiieate to the Board, a Letter 
iind Memorial addressed to his Lordship by the 
Reverend Mr. Boehanan, one of the Chap- 
lains of this Presidency, in consequenee of the 
measures adopted by this Government, rela- 
tively to the proci^edings of the Society of Mis- 
sionaries for the propagation of the GbspeJ, 
(the details of which we had the honour to re- 
port to your Honourable Committee in our 
despatch of the 2d ultimo.) That Memorial, 
containing animadversions on the measures to 
which we have Adverted, introduced in a man- 
ner which we consider to be personally disre- 
spectful to the Governor General, as well at 
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fii«sespecfful to the Government, and ascribing 
to both, motives and principles of action, qf a 
nature injurious to the character of the British 
A^dministration in India | we deem it proper to 
transmit to your Honourable Committee the 
enclosed copies of that Letter and Memorial, 
and at the same time to state such observations 
&8 the tenor of the latter appears to us to ren- 
der necessary. 

2. Of the acts which Mr. Buchanan has 
stated as the acts of the British Government in 
Jndia, and the circumstances of which Mr. 
Buchanan has explained and censured, under 
the present Governor Gen(:raFs supposed igno- 
rance • of them, the principal are those which . 
formed the subject of our despatch to your 
Honourable Committee of the 2d ultimo ; and 
all are referred ostensibly to the prejudices and 
counsel of the officers of Government: and Mr. 
Buchanan has ascribed to the late and present 
Government the adoption of measures directed 
to the object of opposing the progress of Chris- 
tianity in India, on the foundation of opinions 
inculcated by its ofiicers. The comments on 
the late measures of the present administration, 
contained in Mr. Buchanan's Memorial, are 
founded on the disrespectful and unauthorized 
presumption, that the Governor General, re- 
gardless of the first principle lof his public duty, 
has blindly submitted to the guidance of the 
subordinate officers of Government, and adop« 
ted measures of the highest importance, with- 
, out a previous consideration of their origin and 
tendency, and even without a previous knowl- 
edge of the nature of them ; and your Honoura- 
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ble Committee will observe, that Mr. Baeban- 
an has deseribed to bis Lordship, as potats of^ 
iniormatioii, aets and opinions sanctioned bjr 
his own ofiiciai signature as Governor General 
in Conneil. 

8. It cannot, however, escape observation^ 
that the real design of the Memorial iij to im- 
pute to the Governnrent those principles of ac- 
tion which are ostensibly ascribed to its oflEt* 
cers ; and under any circumstances, it is in- 
cumbent on us to obviate a misconception of the 
motives and objects of the recent measnrea oF* 
this Government, which a perusal of the Me- 
morial might occasion, if the errors of its state*' 
ments should remain unexplained. 

4. With this view it is not necessary, to en- 
ter into a discussion of the accuracy of all the 
fkets alleged by Mr. Buchanan. It will be 
sufiicient to notice those leading points of the 
Memorial on which is founded the extraordina- 
ry imputation of a systematic design, and an 
actual attempt, on- the part of the present Ad- 
ministration, to support the interests of the re- 
ligions of this country, by preventing the dif- 
fiisinn of Christianity within the limits of the 
British dominions in India. 

5. Mr. Buchanan has contrasted the en- 
couragement affbrded to the propagation of 
Christianity under former Governments, with 
a supposed opposition to it under the last and 
present Administrations. It will be fbund^ 
however, that those proceedings of the Mis- 
sionaries which have attracted the attention of 
this Government, are of a character entirely 
new, or such at least as farad not come nnder tb^' 
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obseryslion of Govedrirment. We allude if^fn. 

firaetiee of publie preaehing ia the na^ 
angaage at the seat of Government, and tw 
the eirculation of printed works in the same 
languages, on topics and in terms' grossly of- 
fensive to the religions prejudices of tfnr na** 
tive snbjeeta. 

6. With respeet to the praetiee of publie 
preaehing to the unconverted natives of thi# . 
country^ on topics of this nature, we deem th^ 
prohibition of it to be eonsistent with the 
principles and practice, of those countries in 
which the most liberal toleration is established ' 
Ibr all religions, and consonant specificailjr 
with the principles and practice of the British 
Government and nation. In England, persons 
who profess the Roman Catholic faith may as- 
semble and assist at the performance of the 
rights of their religion in their own chapels, 
without opposition or molestation from the 
Government. So may the Jews celebrate the 
rites of their religion in their own synagogues ; 
but we do not eoneeive the Catholic or Jewish' 
priests have ever claimed a right to preach 
pubKcly, not to their own flocks, but indis- 
criminately to his Majesty's Protestant sub- 
jects, discourses for the express purpose of 
converting that whole Protestant and Christian' 
nation to the Catholic or Jewish religion ; 
much less, publicly to revile and insult, in the 
most opprobrious and offensive terms, the tenets 
and ministers of the Church of England. If 
any indiscreet enthusiast of either ^of the per- 
suasions above mentioned should hold a conduct 
so imprudent and so unjustifiable, and the mag^ 
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. . p^ .interrene and alienee Lim, as lie 

U^ ift f would, we are persuaded that 
U^«S^ g nn interposition of the magistFate 
/■ fail within the real and odious 

/ lersecution, nor experience that 

^. ,-^,«^. .«.|iroach fVom the mouths of the 
rational and ingenuous memhers of the religion 
attempted to be propagated in that manner. 
The late prohibition of public preaching in the 
native languages at Calcutta, was given occa- 
sion to, and rendered indispensable, bj prae- 
tices similar to those which we have just de- 
scribed ; and was called for, also, bj some pe- 
culiarities in the present times too obvious to 
need explanation \ as well as by some actual 
indications of solicitude and incipient irritation 
in the minds of the native public of ithis city, 
iu consequence of those provocations. 

7* Whether some regulation may not be de- 
vised, under which the celebration of public 
\Vorship, and the decent performance of the 
Christian rites, may be allowed to native Chris- 
tians, is an interesting point, to which we are 
neither indifferent nor inattentive. The in- 
discreet mode in which those duties were late- 
ly administered, coupled with other considera- 
tions of an occasional and we trust temporary 
nature, required in our judgment, for the mo- 
ment, the immediate suspension of a practice 
iivbich, in the form then given to it, threatened 
consequences prejudicial to the- public repose, 
and not less aaverse to the success, of the pious 
purpose proposed by the Missionaries them- 
selves. 

8. In India, considerations of public safety 
are superadded^ in a more than ordinary d«< 
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fp-e«, to the obligation contraetftd bj Govern- 
in ent of protecting the rights And privileges tS 
the subject ; and we cannot doubt that the wis- 
dom of every former administration in lAdia 
would have suggested the necessity of prohibit- 
ing this practice, if known to prevail in the 
manner in which it recently prevailed in the 
seat of Government. 

9. Mr. Buchanan, by the tenor ef his Me* 
morial, has permitted a conclusion to be drawn, 
that printed works, of the nature described in 
the dth paragraph of this despatch, have been 
circulated under former Governments without 
opposition or eontroul, and that the soppres-> 
aion of them is an innovation in principle, as 
well as in act, upon the practice of preeeding 
administrations. The existing restrictions up- 
on the press in India, however, have been in 
force during a long course of years \ and it 
eannot be supposed that any former adminis- 
tration would have deemed it consistent with 
the public safety, or with the obligation of pub- 
lie raith, as pledged to the native subjects of 
the Company, for the unmolested exereise of 
their religions, to permit the circulation of 
such inflammatory works as those which w^. 
have lately had o<;casion to bring under the no- 
tiee of your Honourable Committee. In sup- 
port of this opinion, we deem it proper to state 
the cireun^stances of a transaction which oc^ 
curred during the administration of Marquis 
Wellesley, analagous to the proceedings of the 

S resent Government in suppressing the publie 
iscussion, either by preaching or by printed 
works, of topics offensive to the religions of 
our native suojects. 
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10. In the year 1804, the following subject 
of difiputatioti, in the College of Fort Williani, 
baving been proposecl, viz. << The advantage 
which the natives of this eountrj might derive 
fhoni translations, in the vernacular tongues, 
of the books containing the principles of their 
respective religions, and those of the Christian 
faith ;" the prepared discussion of which sub- 
ject was reported to involve topics offensive to 
the religious prejudices of the class of Ma- 
homedans ; a number of the most respectable 
and learned of the Mussulman inhabitants of 
Calcutta addressed a memorial to the Governor 
General, Marquis Welleslej, remonstrating 
against this supposed infringement of the un^- 
qnivocal toleration which they acknowledged 
with gratitude the Government had till then 
afforded to the unmolested exercise of the re- 
ligions of its subjects. In reply to this nie- 
morial, a declaration was addressed to the me- 
morialists, in the name and by the authority of 
the Governor General ; in which, after advert- 
ing, at a ftindamental principle of the British 
Government, to the solicitude with which Gov- 
ernment not only abstained from ail interference 
in the religious concerns of its Mussulman and 
Hindoo subjects, and from any endeavour to 
disturb their faith or to impede that full and 
free exercise of their respective religions which 
they enjoyed under the Mussulman €k>verB- 
ment, but even afforded additional* facilities to 
them in the observance of all the rites, cere* 
monies, and duties of their respectiv(» persua- 
sions ; and after explaining to the memorialists 
the error of their apprehensions regarding tbQ 



object and design of the disputation wbich had 
been proposed, and the real purpose of the dis- 
putations annually holden in the College of 
Fort Williani, and assuring the memorialists 
that the examination of any question whatever 
connected with the'interests of religion, and 
especially the degradation of the religions of 
this eountry and the propagation of the Chris- 
tian faith, were entirely foreign to the objects 
of the institution, the Governor General signi- 
fied to the memorialists, that although, on pe- 
rusing the proposed thesis, he perceived no 
principle of an objectionable tendency, ]^et that, 
with a view to prevent the possibility of any 
apprehension on the part of the natives of this 
country that it might be the intention of the 
British Government to depart from the system 
of unlimited toleration which it^ had hitherCo 
uniformly observed, the moment that the Gov- 
ernor General was apprized of the subject of 
th^ proposed thesis, he issued orders positively 
prohibiting the disputation upon that thesis $ 
and copies of this declaration were circulated 
to all the principal stations under this Presi- 
dency, and to the foreign Residencies, with a 
view to enable the officers and representatives 
of Government to counteract at those stations 
any eventual alarm of the nature of that which 
had been Excited at the Presidency. 

11. From this transaction may be infet^red 
not only the effect which public discussions re- 
specting the religions of the country are calcu- 
lated to produce, but also the solicitude of that 
very administration to which Mr, Buchanan 
has specially, appealed^ as encouraging the jpro'* 
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paction of the Christian faith in India, te 
/ suppresg dificusstons saeh as those which wo 
have deemed it our datj to prohibit. 

13. The eompositioii of works directed to 
the object of eonvertihg t^e natives to Chr isti- 
anitj, so naturally leads to discussions of that 
nature, that the evils resulting from the Jatter 
must neeessarilv be hazarded by an unrestrain- 
ed toleration of the former ; and our decision 
upon this new question has been regulated not 
by any innovation on former established prin- 
ciples, but by those maxims of prudence and 
preeaution wnieh the condition of the British 
Establishment in this country requires, and the 
neglect of whieh would, in our decided judg- 
ment, not only expose to hazard the stability 
of the British dominion in India, but would int^ 
pede the acoomplishment of the very object 
which animates the pious labours of the So- 
ciety of Christian Missionaries in the work of 
conversion. 

13. These consequences must be hazarded 
in a peculiar degree by a supposed conneetioii 
between the efforts thus employed for the con- 
Version of the natives, and the measures of the 
Government, which,-on grounds already stated, 
have been rendered by the highest prescriptive 
authority, and by the uniform practice of the 
British Government in India, systematically 
distinct ; and in our despatch to your Honorable 
Committee, of the 2i ultimo, we have explain- 
ed the circumstances which, in the present con- 
dition of the British power in India,, more than 
at any former period, ivouid tend to establish 
HI the minds of the natives a belief of that omi- 
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neetioa Qiider the unUmited toleration of those 
proeeediiigs on the part of'Hhe Missionariei} 
lirhieh tve have deeoied it our daty to repress. 

i4. The expediency and necessity of protect* 
ing our native subjects in the undisturbed en- 
joyment of their religious opinions and usages^ 
and of earefuliy withholding the influence of 
Governmeiit for. the support of the endeavours 
of Missionaries to convert the natives to Chris- 
tianity ; iQ other words, the real principles of 
aetiou and maxinns' of precaution which have 
laegulated the proeeedings of this Government 
with respeet to the Missionaries and to the pro- 
diietions of their press, have* been recognized 
and inculcated in the most forcible and etp licit 
terms, in the following extracts from the letter 
of the Honourable the Court of Directors to the 
Government of Fort St. George, dated the 2^th 
of May, on the subject of the mutiny at Vellore. 

<< In the whole course of oiir administration 
of the Indian territories, it has been our known 
and declared principle tti maintain a perfect to- 
leration of the various religious systems which 
prevailed in it, to pi'otect the followers of each 
in the undisturbed enjoyment of their respective 
apiniens aqid usages, and neither to interfere 
with them ourselves^, nor to suffer them to be 
molested by others.^^ 

'i When we afforded our countenance and 
sanetion to Missionaries who have from time to 
time proceeded to India, for the purpose of pro- 
pagating the ChriHtian Religion, it wa^ far 
from being in our contemplation to tidd the in- 
fluence ojr our authority to any attempts they 
might niake; for on (he contrary we were per-" 
10 



fcctlj aware that the progress of real eonver- 
slon Ti'ouid be slow and gradual, ariMii^ more 
from a eoriTiettoR of the priDciples of our reii- 
gion itself, and ft*oiii the pioii9 examples of its 
teachers, than from any uiidae inflnenee, or 
from the exertions of authority, whieh are Be- 
yer to be resorted to in such eases.^' 

±9. Tour Honoarable Committee will be sa- 
tisiied, hj the tenor of our present dispatchy^aod 
of our despatch of the 2d ifltimo, that these are 
preeisely the principles whieh have r^ulated 
our late procsedings with regard to the Mis^ 
sionaries ; and that Mr. Buchanan, in ascrib- 
ing to us a disposition hostile to Christianity, 
has assumed a latitude of censure equally disre- 
spectful in its nature and unwarranted by facts. 

16. With respect to the injurious position 
stated in Mr. Buchanan's Memorial, that nnder 
the proceedings sanctioned by this Government, 
the tendency of publications directed to the ab- 
ject of converting the natives is submitted to the 
decision of a Mahomedan or a Hindoo, it is ob- 
vious to remark, that Government itself is com- 
potent to judge of it through the medium of 
translation ; that the intervention of a native 
is not necessary to enable us to obtain informa- 
tion regarding the contents of any publication 
in the Persian, Arabic, Himlostanee, or Ben- 
galee languages ; and that our late proceedings 
Willi regard to jlhe works, of which translations 
VhiVB enclosed in our despatch to your Honour- 
able Committee of the 2i\ ultimo, was the result 
bf our own judgment of the nature and tenden- 
cy of those works. 

i7. The intimation eontained in Mr. Bu- 
cliaiian's Memorial, that this GovcrBmeat has 



^staWsiked a new and specific imprimatur \vit}i 
respect to w^rks on thealogy, appears to us %o 
require sotae oiiservations relative to tUe nature 
Atid effeet of the restrietions on ^iie press, which 
siuee their original establishment have conti^ 
iiued to operate without relaxation. 

IS. This intimation^ although bearing rejfer- 
enee to those puiilieations of the press at Se- 
rakmpore whieh we have judged it ^necessary to 
prohibit or restrain, appears to b^e principally 
Ibunded on the re^tjisition noticed at the com* 
meneement of Mr. Buchanan's Memorial^ on the 
subject of submitting certain Discourses on the 
Prophecies, which Mr. Buchanan proposed to 
publish, to the inspection of GovernriieJrit previ- 
ously to their pablicatioa. It is proper therefofa 
io explain the ci reams taifces of ihat transaction. 

19. The ^uperintendant of the Company's 
Press having received from Mr. Buchanan the 
•draft oi an adveKisement, which announced 
the intended publication of Mr. Buchanan's 
Sermons preached in the Presidency, Church, 
ea the Prophecies, deemed it his duty to obtain 
• the sanction of Government to the pubiieation 
of those Sermons, and consequently to the in- 
sertion, in the Government Gaz^te, of the ad* 
vertisement annouacing their intended pubHca- 
.tir»n, and accordingly eoiiilmunicated the draft 
of the proposed advertisement to Government 
through the channel of its officers. Upon this 
reference, the Chief Secretary was directed' to 
request, that Mr. Buchanan would send the 
mannseript for the inspection of Government, 
previously to its pubiieation ; and under this 
oivlet, the puhiieation of the advertisemeat alsp 
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was of covrfte saspemled. Tbii traniaetion h 
considered by Mr. Bachanan to amount to a 
snpprestioii of the Sermons on the Propbeeiesy 
beeaase a eondition was attached to the pnbli* 
leation of them, which Mn Biiehanaii erroite- 
Qusly suppose<| to be the revision of them by 
the oQieers of Goyernmont, a fonditioi^to which 
he eoi|ld not conscientiously accede, 

20. Mr. Buchanan however must be suppos- 
ed to object to the ^revision of those discourses 
by the Uovemment itself^ as the condition of 
tneir publicatioii, bacaqse the charge of estab- 
lishjng an impri|natur on works of theologyy if 
it does not refer to the revision of the Govern- 
ment, is founded, as far as relates to the dis- 
courses in question^ on an erroneous construc- 
tipiLof the Chief Secretary's requisition, which 
expressly declared that the manuscript was to 
^e submitted to the inspection of Government. 

2U Not having had an opportunity of peru-* 
sing thpse discourses, we can form no judgment 
.of the propriety of their publication. «Tbe 
printing an exposition qf the sacred prophecies 
\KouId certainly, as such, have met with no op- 
position from us; nor would the prophecy, 
tanost disrespectfully and improperly stated by 
Mr, Buchanan as a particular object of alarm 
-to us, viz. the final conversion of all mankind 
to the Christian faith, have rendered the publi- 
cation in our judgment objectionable. At the 
name time, if ib commenting on that prophecy, 
Mr, Buchanan should have been foiind to have 
introduced into his discourses strictures on the 
religion of the Mahomedans and Hindoos, of 
^|ie tiatai'e of those which^ in the form of work^ 
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pablishef] for the perusal of the nalivcii 
country, we had deemed it our duty to a^ 
or to have enlarged on the topie of lfae\ 
4liate and general conversion of our sub^^cct^ in 
the East to Christianity, w^ should probably 
have j^idged the pronxulg^tiou of &ueh remarks 
from ihe piilptt of the Presidency and the prefss 
«f Oovernment, to be unseasonable and inexpe- 
4M!iit, in the present eonjuncture of affairs. 

22, Of this nature only are the restrictioils 
which we desire to impose on the poblication of 
theologiC'M works in this country. Those re- 
strietions obviously form a part of that general 
controu) whieh, in the actual state of our do- 
min^ioti in India, it is indispensably neeessary 
to impose on the piHidticlions of the press, for 
the security of the public interests and the pi*e- 
nervation of the public tranquility in this im- 
portant branch of' the British empire. Such 
restrictions have virtually existed during the 
whole period of the British supremacy in In- 
dif^ : the occa!!iion for the active exercise of 
them has only recently occurred. 

^3, Religious discussions, as being ealcu^af- 
e<l in a peculiar degree to affect the public 
tranquillity, are the direct and proper objects 
of a general controul, which has been establish- 
ed over the productions of the press, for pur- 
poses of NHlianal interest and public security ; 
and in India, more than in all other countries, 
the controiil of religious pfiblications i& indis- 
pensable for the public safety. 

24. This necessity cannot be exemplified in 
terms more just or more forcible than in the fol- 
lowing extract from a wjork published by Mr. 
10* 
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aehanan in Etiglandy and entitled,'^ A Ife- 
moir on the BxpedieneT of an EeeleBiaatieal 
^Bstablishment in India.'' 

<^ The Mahomedans profess a religion wfaieh 
has ever been eharaeterized bj pi^litical bigotry 
and intemperate zeal. In this eoantry that re- 
ligion still retains the eharaeter of its bloody 
origin, partieularly among the higher classes. 
Whenerer the Mahomedan feels his reiigioji 
touched, he grasps his dagger* This spirit was 
seen in full operation under Tippoo's govera- 
inent^ and it is not now extinguished." 

25. The practical efi'eet of this sanguftiary 
spirit of bigotr J, as exemplified in the mutinj 
01 Yellpre, and in the eyents which succeeded 
it, can hardlj escape observation ; for althongh 
Mr, Buchanan, on the ground of his persoiial 
eommnpieation with some of the natives on the 
eoast, is of opinion that the insurrection at Yel- 
lore had np connection wkh the Christian re- 
ligion directly or indirectly, immediately or re- 
Dsotely, we are compelled to form a different 
judgment, from the mass of authentic evidence 
and infpi'mation op that unhappy event, record- 
ed on the proceedings of Government ; and we 
are satisfied that a persuasion (a* most errone- 
ous one indeed, hot a firm and sincere persua- 
sion) in the breasts of a great proportion of 
the Sepoys who were thus beti*ayed into the ex- 
ecution of the massacre of Vellore, and of those 
who subsequently' manifested a spirit of inftnr- 
rection, that a design existed on the part of the 
Btitish Government to operate a general eon- 
version of the inhabitants of India to Christi- 
anity, was one of the mo%t eiSci^nt eaoses of 
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ihht horpibte dkaster* Responsible thefefpre 
to our Sovereign, to our immediate superior^^ 
and to our eountry, for the security luid traa- 
quiility of this empire, we should I-ave negleet-^ 
ed a primary obligation of our pablic duty, if 
^t any period of time, but es{#eeialiy while 
sneh impressions were reeent, we had permit- 
ted the cireulation within. the British territo- 
ries, of works reviliug the religions of our 
subjects, and distinctly declaring a desire to 
iBOflvert them to the Christian faith. Under 
the inilueoe,e of the same sentiments and cir* 
eumstanees also, we cannot but question tbe 
prudenee of publishing, with the sanction of 
the supreme British authority in India, the ap- 
proaching and Instant conversion of the inhab- 
itants of this country to Christianity. 

26*. The imposition of a restraint, therefore, 
on the promulgation of writings of the above 
.description,* is but the application of a long %n* 
tfaorized and existing eontroul over the conduct 
«f the press, to the most iqiportant of the ob« 
jeets for which that eontroul ^vas originally es- 
tablished ^ and consequently, as far as the pub- 
lie safety is concerned, works on theology, like 
works on other sulyects, must be considered to 
be subject to a^ civil revision. 

^, It is true, that no direct eontroul over 
the press of the Missionaries at Serampore, 
had been speeiSeally declared to exist, or liad 
ever been exercised by the British Government, ' 
because no abuse of that press had attracted 
notice. But under the peculiar circumstances 
of the settlement of Serampore, and of the 
pre<8 established in it^ our right to eontroul tho 
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prodaetions of the Missionary Press eannot be 
tiisipated. 

28. The population of Serampore eannot af- 
tnrd employment to a press in any degree sur* 
Heient to support the eharges attending it. 
*^^he only purposes connected with the concerms 
of the Danish Oovernnient, or of the inhabit- 
ants of Serampore, to whieh the press of the 
Missionaries was applied, were (as stated by 
the Governor of that settlement, in his letter of 
the 30th of September,) the publishing of re- 
flations and advertisements of public and pri- 
vate sales. All Morks printed at that press 
Avere necessarily intended fur circulation in the 
British territories, and were so circulated, and 
ihe pamphlets whieh attracted our notice were 
sent to this Presidency and its vicinity, for dis- 
tribution among our native subjects. 

29. The Missionaries thenisetves are all 
British subjects; Mr. Carey, the chief mem- 
b(n* of the Society, holds the situation of Pro- 
fessor of the Shanscrit and Bengalee languages 
in the College of Fort William, and the lead- 
ing members occasionally reside at this Presi- 
dency. The Danish Governmejit permitted,^ 
and motives of convenience induced, them t^ 
establish their press at Serampore. But ttl« 
press is principally suppurttMl by the aid; and' 
encouragement afforded by the Asiatic Society 
and the Collegq of Fort William, It is cou- 
scquently, to all intents and puqmses^ a Brit- 
ish Pi-ess; and its productions mn«t necessari- 
ly be considered by the community at large, to 
issue under the patronage and siMictiorW of the 
British Government. The sn we consideration^ 
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dierefore, wlueh reqaire the exercfise of an ef • 
ficient eontroul over the pre«sed established at 
this Presidency, are eqaallj applieable to the 
press at Serampore. When its produetiono 
were found to be of a nature hazardous to the 
publie tranquillity, it beeame the absolute duty 
of this Government to give effect to that eon- 
troul ; and adverting to the inconvenience, and 
in some "degree the inefficiency, under which 
the eontroul of a press established in a foreign 
jurisdiction must be exercised, we deemed it 
adviseable to simplify and facilitate the exeeu< 
tion of that system, by requiring that a press, 
the productions of which were to circulate eX' 
elusively in the British territories, should ho 
transferred to those territories, and. be brought 
fairly and ostensibly within the scope of that 
observation which was entitled to controu) it. 
We therefore desired tjie Missionaries to re- 
move their press to Calcutta; apprising the 
Danish Oovernor, at the same time, that we 
had deemed it necessary to signify that desire 
to the Missionaries, and stating to him the 
grounds of the measure. 

30k The right of the British Government to 
exercise a eoptroul over the press of Scram* 

J»ore, and for that purpose to require the transf 
er of it to the Presidency, was not contested 
by the Governor of Serampore ; who, far from 
resisting the demand for its removal on the plea 
of the sovereignty of.his nation, as erroneously 
asserted by Mr, Buchanan, merelv solicited the 
revocation of that demand, on the ground of 
the distress to which the Missionaries would 
]»^ (exposed by our ej^acting a coqipUaiiee with 
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it ; stating an additional iadacemeiit, io the 
«onvenienee viiiieh the Gk>vernment and iuliaii- 
itatUg of Serampore experieiteed from the us# 
4if the prefts, in publighing regulations and ad* 
vertisemenls of publie and private sales. 

31. We at the same time received from the 
Missionaries the Memorial, of whieh a copy 
formed an enclosure in our dispatch to your 
Honourable Committee of the 2d ultimo ; where- 
in the Missionaries represented the peculiar 
eircumstanees of their property at Serampore, 
and explained the very serious and distressing 
<consequence8 to the individuals composing lUe 
Mission, as well as to the body itself, and to a 
eonsiderable number of fan^ilies coaneeled with 
them as servants and dependents, which would 
result from the removal of the press from Se- 
rampore. Being satisfied of the truth of these 
I'epresentations, and nothing being further from 
our views and disposition than to aft'eet in the 
smallest degree eitfier the interests of the mis* 
sionary body or the personal comfort and eiNi* 
vcnience of those worthy individuals, we with- 
drew without hesitation that part of the meaa- 
ure, and remained satisfied with the assuraaea 
of the Missionaries, that the works to be here- 
ailter printed at Serampore should be previous* 
ly submitted to the revision and sanction of our 
■Government. 

S2. The attention with which we listened to 
the representations of the Missionaries, eon- 
eerning the distress which the removal of their 
press would occasion, was acknowledged by 
ihem in terms of fervent gratitude $ and in re- 
ply to our letter communicating to the Oovaj> 



nor of Seranlporc our eonif^liaiicc with the so^ 
HeitatioB of the Missionaries^ his £xce]le»cy 
expresstiffi ^^ l|i» most f^rateftil ackiiowledspneiiit^ 
for the moderaiioD we had so generously maui- 
lested^' Oft this oceaston» 

8d. It will be evideiit, from the facts aud ob-' 
s^Yi^atfoiis whieh we have stated to your Hon- 
ourabk; Cdnimittee^ that no innoYatioo has ta« 
ken pla^e in the prifteipks and practice of this 
Croverament, relatirely to the eontroul pf the 
prodtietions of the press ; that no new and 
speeifie imprimatur h.\^ been established for 
works on theology, but that the restrictions 
vhieh virtuaJly existed with re,^ai*d to publiea-' 
tioRS in general, were practically applied to (he- 
ologieal works* only when wot*ks of that class^ 
eontatntng strictures on the religious of the 
country in terms the most irritatiug and olfen- 
fsive^ by being circulated among our native sub' 
jects^ exposed the public tranquillity to hazard* 

S^*. Mr. Buehanan^s ti&decent. comments on 
o«r reply to the reference of the Governor of 
Serampore, relative to the trauslation of the 
Bible (which reply Mr. Buchanan has eommu- 
iiieated to the Governor General, as a point of 
information, and as a subject of concern to his 
Lordship) merely suggest the expediency of re- 
marking, that we should deem it our duty to 
oppose the publication of any stciotures on the 
religions of the eouutry, sueh as we have al- 
ready suppressed, whether promulgated in the 
ibrm of separate tracts^ or of prelatory notes 
to a translation of the Holy Scriptures. 

S3. Our solicitude for the suppression of 
publiealions of that nature^ combines with a 
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vigilant attention to the pablte safety and trao-*' 
i|uillity, a regard for the sueeessful propaga- 
tion of the truths of Christianity among th^ 
misguided natives of these dbtant eouatries^ 
by the only means whteh eVn promote its sue- 
eess, — the operation of eiample in the eondaet 
of its preachers and professors, in the princi- 
ples whieh it inculcates, and in the effibels 
which it produces on the dignity of individual 
character, and on the general happiness and 
welfare of mankind ; united also with the means 
of instruction, when inst4*iiction is desired ; bat 
nneonneeted with the language of irritation, 
with revilings against the religions of the eoun- 
try, and with prophetic denttueitttions of their 
immediate subversion. 

36. We shall conclude this discussion by ob- 
serving, that it has never been iir the eontem* 
plation, either of the presefnt ar the preceding 
administration of this Government, toconiroat 
or impede the pious labours of the Missiona- 
ries, while conducted in the manner which pru- 
dence dictates, and which the orders of the 
Honourable Court have distinctly preseribed. 
But when the mistaken zeal of the ]Vtissiooii<- 
ries exceeded those limits which considerations 
of public safety, and even a solicitude for the' 
pn)pagation of Christian knowledge amoi^ the 
misguided natives of these countries, have wise- 
ly imposed; when publications and public 
preachings, calculated not to conciliate and 
convince but to irritate the minds of the peo* . 
pie, were brought to the notice of Oovernment, 
the interposition of the ruling power became 
necessary to preclude the apprehended eftects 
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of ftliese dangerous and unprofitable proc«edr 
ing*. 

We have tliQ boiiour to be, &c. &e. 
(Sigaed) MINTO, 

. G. HEWETT, 

G. II. BARLOW, 
J, LUMSDEN. 
Fort Wiliiatn, 7th December, 1807. 



No. II. 

E^'^act of a Letter from the Court of DireC' 
torsy to the Governor General in Council at 
Fort William in Bengal ; dated 7th Septem^ 
ber, 1808. 

Paha. 1. WE have received, by the Gene- 
ral Stuart, your letter of. the 2d Nove^mber last, 
ttddres»ed to the Secret Committee, on the sub- 
ject of certain piiblieations which had issued 
from the Missionary Press at Serampore, and 
detailing the proceedings which you had 
thought it advisable to adopt with regard to 
them. 

2» Whatever is connected with an attempt 
to introduce Christianity among the natives of 
British India, cannot but be felt as a subject of 
the greatest importance, and of the greatest 
delicacy; and we lament that circumstances 
should have occurred in any part of our terri- 
tories, to call for the interference of our Gov- 
ernment in matters of that description* We 
are aniions that it should be distinctly under- 
it , 



Btooii) Ihat we are very fur from bfin^ arerse 
to the introdiietion of Christianity into Indra^ 
or imUfterent to the benefits which wottM resnit 
from the general diffusion of itii doetrines ; Hut 

. >ve have a fixed and settled opinion, that noth- 
ing could be more unwi^ie and imfyolitie, noth- 
ing even more Hkely to fi'ttstratB the hopes and 
endeavours of tliose who aim at the very ob* 
ject, (he introduetioB of Chriatiantty antong 
the native inhabitants, than any imprudent or 
injudicious attempt to introdiiee it by means 
whieh should irritate and alarm their religions 
prejudices. That the publication which first 
excited your attention^ aa well as the paper 
Mhtch you transmitted to ns, marked C. entit- 
led " The Rise, of Wisdom," is ealeulated to 
produce those elleets, we eoneeive can admit of 
BO doubt ; and we entirely approve of your 
endeavours to interrupt the eirenialion of thebi. 
Indeed the Missionaries themselves seem to re- 
gret and to condemn their pnblieation. Per- 
luips some doubt might be fairly entertained 
whether a considerable part of the paper mark* 
ed B. vTa^ of a nature to have exeited similar 
feelings, if the other publications did not pre* 

^ pare the mind to receive with some jealousy 
any works which issued from the same press. 
In sugge.<^ting the possibility of this doubt, we 
by no means intend to eonvey any disapproba- 
tion of that prudent preeantion whieh ted you 
to prevent the further publieatifNi of this last,  
together with those which appear to us to be 
mure unquestionably exeeptionable, It is a 
matter of^ great dilfieulty to draw the line 
%vhich should at once describe and charaQtcriye 
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the publieationg nhicli might be permitted to 
be eaiiMdefed as inofll*nsive, am! at the sam^ 
time disttnguifth them from those which a pro- 
per preeaation woiild suppress ; and at this A\n» 
tanee from the sisene of Government, we can 
aiUy state to jou those general principles which 
w^ are desirous should direct your eonduct upon 
this point. For this purpose, We would refer 
\ou to a passage in our political letter to Fort 
^t^ George of the 29th May, 1807, in which 
we briefly intimated, in the following terms, 
our sentiments of >%vhat "the character and con- 
duct of Christian Missionaries in India, and 
the carriage of tl« Company'^ Government to- 
wards them ought to be. ^^ .When we afforded 
oar countenanee and sanction to the Missiona- 
ries who have from time to time proceeded to 
India for the purpose of propagating the Chris- 
tian Religion^ it was far from being in our con- 
templation to add the influence of our authori- 
ty to any attempts they might make ; for, on 
the contrary, we were perfectly aware that the 
progress of real conversion would be gradual 
and slow, arising more from a eonviction of 
the purity of the principles of our religion it- 
self, and from the pious example of its teach* 
ers« than from any undue influence, or from the 
exertions of authority) which are never to be 
resorted to in such eases." In the same spirit 
we would still wish to affirm as a principle, the 
desirableness of imparting the knowledge of* 
Christianity to the natives of British India $ 
but we must also contend, that the means to be 
used for that end shall be only such as shall be 
free from any politietil danger or alann^ 
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3. With lhe«e two position!!, wMcb appear 
to u« to be fundamental on the subject in ques- 
tion, the 39th paragraph of your despateh n^w 
before us, in ftiibstance correspond* ; for jon 
there, after acknowledging *< your entire co»^ 
viction of the correctness of the statcmeftt which 
the Memorial of the Missionaries contains, re- 
lative to tire motives and objects of thieir zeal 
for the propagation of the sacred doctrines of 
Christianity,'' observe, <' Our duty as guardi*«s 
of the public welfare, nnd even a consentancon* 
solieitbde for tlie diftuaion of the blessings of 
Christianity, merely require as to reslraiii tho 
efforts of that commendable zeal within those 
limits, the transgression of which would', in oar 
decided judgment, expose to hazard the pubKe 
safety and tranquillity, without promoting its 
intended object." Agreeing then with yoo in 
general views on this question, and impressed 
with the necewity of leaving the uppHcation of 
these principles to the discretion of the Govern- 
ment upon the spot, we fee! that we have bur 
little further to suggest to you upon that part 
of the subject. 

4. We observe with great satisfaction the 
temperate and respectful conduct of the Society 
of Missionaries, in the discussions which look 
place on the subject of the publications to which 
your attention was directed, and of the measures 
which you felt yourselves called upon to adopt; 
and we entirely approve of the permission 
which you granted to them of continuing their 
press at Serainpore. Their residence at that 
place would probably be attended with little ad- 
ditional inconvenience to tout GovernmcDt; 



and we e^nclude, moreoTer, that the British 
aolhority fa«« long ago been established at the 
dtflTerent Dtnlisib settlements in India. We are 
wM aware that the progress of the Missiona- 
ries, both Cathotie and Protestant, .for a long 
period of years, has not b<ren attemied wich in-* 
jurious eonseqacnees i their numbers have not 
been suflicient to exeite alarm, and their gene* 
ral eondaet has been pnident and conciliatory § 
ftfid we have no reason to sappose that the 
mere eirenlation, in a peaceable and unobtru- 
ftive maimer, of translations of the Scriptures, 
w likely to be attended with consequences dan» 
gerons to the pnblie safety. 

5. 'i*lie paramount power whieh we now pes* 
sesn in Imlia, undonbtediy demands from us ad- 
ilitioiial eaution upon thi.'t suiijeet. It imposes 
upon us the neeesaity,. as well as strengthens 
our obligation, to protect tlie native inhabitants 
tn the free an^ Undisturbed profession of their 
religions opinions, and to talce eare that they 
are neither harassed nor irritated by any pre- 
mature or over%zealou» attempts to convert 
them to Christianity. ^ 

'0. In conveying to you our approbation of 
the eontroul whieh you had determiued to ex- 
ereise with regard to such publ teat ions as might 
issue from the press of the Mittsiouaries, we 
trust that it will be found not only salutary to 
the interests of Government but even satis- 
faetory to the eonsiderate pari of the Mission- 
aries themselves. They must be aware that it 
is quite consistent with doing all justice to the 
exeeilency of the motives on which they act, to. 
apprehend that their zeal may sometimes re- 

11* 
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^uire ft elieek, ajid that it may be Hsefttl %nA 
necessary to introduce the controul or so^r- 
ADteDdance of Government $ whose responsibili- 
ty for the public tranquillity will force it to 
direct its views to those political considerations 
which the zeal of the Missionaries might over- 
look. 

7, Ify indeed, you had foreseen that the Mis- 
sionaries would have shewn that entire and 
reftdy submissiveness to Government wliich 
their conduct has manifested, we think you 
would have doubted of the expediency of hold* 
ing, under the circumstances you have describ- 
ed, a public proceeding upon their transactions ; 
and we would only suggest,- that if on any fu- 
ture occasion any fresh pro|!<iutionary measures 
should become indispensable, and th« inter- 
ferenee of Government be again required, it 
would be desirable, in the first instance at least, 
to see whether a private communication fr^m 
the Governor General might not eftect all that 
is desired, without bringing into view the in- 
strumentality of Government. Its authority 
cannot be seen actively to controul any of their 
proceedings, without exposing it to the inference 
of specially sanctioning and eotmtenaneing siieh 
publications and such conduct as it does not 
prevent, and thereby making the Government 
in some degroe a party to the Acts of the Mii^- 
sionaries, and making the Missionaries appear 
in the character of the agents of Government*. 

8. In adverting to your prohibition of the 
public preaching in Calcutta to the Hindoos 
and Mahomedans ; at the time when we ap* 
prove of this measure of precaution, we do not 



-vnderfttffiDd you to objeet to iho Missionaries de^ 
eeiitlj performing, at their usaal places of re- 
aidenee, the duties of their religion, in ehapeis 
or rooms, at which admittance may be given 
to their eohverts or to other Christians. We 
presume that the number of chaplains which 
we have appropriated for the performanee of 
religious duties at Calcutta, is sufficient for all 
the British or other inhabitants of that place 
who comprehend the English language^ but 
we do not recollect it to have been your inten- 
tion to preclude other Christians there from 
hearing Divine service performed in a language 
which tliey understand. 

^ 9. Having thus explained to you, as briefly 
4M» possible, the principles on wlrich we wish 
you to act with regard to the Missionaries, it 
remains for us only to advert to your sogges- 
tion/that we should *< discourage any accession 
to the number of Missionaries aatuaity employ- 
ed under the protection of Ihe British Govern- 
ment in India in the work of conversion." You 
are of course aware, that many of the merito- 
rious individuals who have devoted themselves 
to those labours, were not British subject*^, or 
living under our authority ; and that none of 
the Missionaries have proceeded to Bengal 
with our licence. 

10. Entertaining the sentiments which we 
have expressed in the preceding parts of this 
despatch, we are very far from disajiproving of 
your having refrained from resorting to the au« 
tiH>rity vested in you by law, and enforcing its 

trovistons in ail their strictness against the 
lissionaries ; and we rely on your diseretion. 
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that jou will abstain from all anncees«ary or 
ostentatious intorferenee with their proeeedings. 
On the other hand, it will be your bounden duty 
rigiiaatl J to guard the public tranquillity from 
interrupt ion, and to impress upon the minds of 
all the inhabitants of India, that the British 
faith, on which they rely for the free exereise 
of their religion, will be inviolably maintained. 



Mxtract of Letter from the Court of Directors 
to Hie Governor (general in VouacU at Fort 
William in Bengal^ dated 7Ui Sejftember^ 
1808. 

Para. 12. Since (he preceding paragraphs 
were written, your letter of the 7lh December, 
1807, to the Hecret Committee, has been re- 
ceived, with copies of the letter and Memori^ 
al addressed to the Governor General by the 
Reverend Dr. Claudius Buchanan. 

13. We desire to express our entire satisfac- 
tion at the explanation which you have thought 
it necessary to give to your proceedings ; and 
as most of the observations which would natu- 
rally have occurred to us on th'e perusal of 
those documents have already been stated in 
this letter, we deem it unnecessary to -enlarge 
further on this subject. 

i 14. With every disposition to make due al* 
lowance in favour of ardent zeal in the cailso 
of Religion, it would, have been impossible for 
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US ta avoid noticing the improper stjle of Dr. 
Baehanaii's Address to the supreme Authority 
in India, if his subsequent departure from 
thenee had not io nome degree relieved us fh>m 
that necessity. We shall eontent yourselves at 
present with remarking, that Dr. Buchanan, as 
veil as all other Eeelesiastics who promulgate 
the doctrines of Christianity in India, .and who 
hestow such just and merited encomiums on the 
conduct of the Missionary Swartz, would d» 
well to adopt it as the model of their own; 
and should always recollect that discretion and 
moderation in their language and actions are 
most consistent with the mild spirit of our re- 
ligion, and are indispensably requisite for those 
who are employed in prosecuting the laborious 
work of conversion. 

\^Takenfrmn the East'India Papers, print- 
ed by order of the House of Commons^ 
JV*o. 142, pp, 72 — '^4• and p. 85.J 



No. Ill, 

Letter from General Hay M^ Hawaii, Cemman' 
der in Chief of the Forces under the Pre-si*- 
dency of Fort 8t* George to the. Governor 
and Cotmcil of that Presidency ; dated 2Uh 
JV*ov. 180^, respecting the Mutiny at VeU 
lore ; with the proceedings of Chvemment 
thereupon. (Extracted from the, East-India 
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Papers^ printed by order of the House of 
CommoHit^ JS*o. 194, /i. 10 — 15. J 

EXTRACT FOllT ST. GEORGE MILITARY COJ^- 
SULTAllONS, 2Uh NOV. 1807.' . 

Read the following Letter from the Comman- 

iler in Chief. 

Tfie Chief Secretary to Government^ 
'Sir, 

IN obedience to the wigh expressed by the 
Honourable the Governor in Counei^ conttiined 
in the Military Secretary's letter of Ihc 17lli 
instant, 1 have the honour to convey my senti- 
ments on the important subject. 

The pica of intertbrence in religious scruples 
lias been, during many ages, a dreadful weapon 
in the hands of the factious, discontented and 
higoted ; but the emissaries who were said to 
be 80 assiduously employed in seducing the loy- 
alty and afteeiion of the Sepoys, have happily, 
uniler this pretext, made little progress in their 
insidious and malignant designs. 

It may oceasion some degree of surprise that 
4he people of this country should be brought to 
believe, that those who apparently cgnduct 
IheRitselves with so much apathy in respect to 
what concerns religious worship, should have 
ibrmed any serious scheme for converting whole 
tiation8 of diflTcrent easts and persuasions <o the 
Christian faith. None but the weakest and 
most superstitious fould have been deluded hy 
«o improbable a tale ; and accordingly we find 
the rumour alluded to was by no mtaus general, 
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and, except at Hydral^af], it had made little 
or no impression. 

In making the above remark on the indifference 
^vhich is manifested in the adoration of the Su- 
preme Being, I mu<it add, in justice to the mili- 
tary character, that it chiefly proceeds from a 
want of places (and, at several stations, of 
clergymen) exclusively' appropriated for Di- 
Yine service ; and i trust i shall be excused tf 
1 suggest the propriety of having convenient 
chapels, of moderate price, constructed in all 
situations within the Gompany^s territories 
where European troops are likely to be quarter* 
ed. Whatever may be urged to the contrary, 
1 am convinced, that such an improvemeitt, in* 
dependent of the obvious advantages, would 
render the British character more respected by 
the natives,, and be attended by no evil coasc* 
qnenees. 

Viewing the object of the Honourable Court 
of Directors to have been fully anticipated by 
Che several orders which have already becii 
promulged, and being of opiniou that this aJ* 
most obsolete question ought not to be revived^ 
tho discussion should here terminate publicly. 
] take the liberty, however, to propose to the 
Honourable the Governor in Conine il^ that a 
copy«of the extract from the despatches of the 
Honourable Court should be transmitted conti^ 
dentially to General Officers or others, in com- 
mand of divisions or separate bodies of troops, 
that the judgment of the Court on this point 
may be disseminated with dolie«u;y and eavtioii. 

Miulrar., ^ 1 have the honour to be. &e. &e. 
19 Nov. im ^ (Si-m d) U A V ^l-DOW ALL. 



Reiolved, That tlie /eeommeiidattott <if the 
Commander in Chief, for the construetioB of 
Chapels at the several stations usually oeeu- 
pied by European troops, be brought to the bo- 
tiee of the Honourable the Court of IMreetors; 
and that in the mean time the Commander in 
Chief be desired to issue sueh direetions as he 
may deem most proper for ensurine the regular 
performanee of Divine worship at those stations, 
ivtthoot ineurring expense in the construetion 
or hire of buildings for that particular purpofse* 

Resolved, That the Commander in ChieTs 
opinion, respeeting the inexpedieney of pttblish- 
ing to the native army any further deelaration 
on the subject of their religion and enstoms, bo 
confirmed } but that he be authorised, accord- 
ing to his snggestion, to communicate the senti- 
ments expressed by the Honourable Court, re- 
garding the native troops, in a confidential 
manner, to commanding ofi^ecrs of corps and 
stations. 

Extract Military Letter from Fort Stp Ge&rge^ 
dated the 2^th Dec, 1807. 

46. Your Honourable Court having particu- 
larly adverted, in your political despatch of 
tbejSOth May 1807,* to tbe apprehension which 
was supposed to prevail among the native 
troops, that it wa}» intended by the British 
Government to compel th^m to become con« 
verts to Christianity, and having funi^shed us 
with conditional instructions for counteracting 
that unfounded fear, by the formal publication 
of certain Resolutions of a different tendency^ 
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lit the name and by tbe order of yonr Hrnioora- 
able Court, we deemed it proper to furnish the 
Commander in Chief with eopies of the para- 
graphs eonfaining your sentiments and instruc- 
tions on that subject. 

47. The general knowledge which we pos- 
sessed of the present state of the native army 
of Fort St. George, induced us to believe that 
the publication eventually authorized by your 
Honourable Court, would, under existing eir-. 
camstanees, be equally inexpedient and unne^ 
eessary ; but* considering the particular re> 
sponsibility which attaches to the Commander 
in Chief oa every question relating to the fi- 
delity and subordination of the army, it was 
thought proper that his opinion should be for- 
mally required on this point, and that he should, 
be requested to state his sentiments fully for 
our consideration. 

46. We consider the Letter which we re- 
ceived from the Commander in Chief, in reply, 
to be highly creditable to that officer, and to 
deserve the particular attention of your Honour- 
able Court. 

49. The Commander in Chief has observed, 
that it may occasion some degree of surprise 
that the people of this country should be brought 
to believe that persons, who apparently conduct 
themitelves with so much apathy in respect to 
religious worship, should liave formed any se** 
rious scheme for eonverting whole nations of 
different aasts and persuasions to the Christian . 
faith ; and Lieutenant General M'Dowall is. 
aecofdingly of ofiinion that the ramour was hr 
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no meaiii general, and that, exee]»t at Hydra- 
bad, it had itMidc but little impreKsion. 

i^O. The Commander in Chief has, at tbe 
«ame time, in justice to the military ehafaeter, 
"Cxp^eMsed his belief that the indiflerenee maui- 
ivsted by the European inhabiiadts of India in 
tlie aihiration of the Supreme Being chiefly 
proceeds from the very limited number of 
elergynften and from a want of places exelusive- 
ly appropriated for Divine service. He ha$ 
therefore suggested the propriety of constrnct- 
iiiig convenient chapels at a moderate exp^nsc^ 
at all stations where £iiropean troops may* 
probably be quartered ; and, whatever may he 
urged to the contrary, he has stated his convic-> 
t.iou that such an improvement, independent of 
its advantages in a religious view, would fen- 
der the British character more resnected by the 
natives, and would not be attendea by atfy evil 
consequences. 

51. With respeot to the object of yo<<r Hon- 
ourable Cortrt, the Commander in Ch^ef consi- 
ders it to have been fully anticipated by the 
several orders already published under the an- 
thority of this Governrment ; and being of 
opinion that tlhis obsolete question ought not to 
be revived, he has recommended that the public 
discussion of it shonld be immediately termina- 
ted. It has however been suggested by Lieu- 
tenant General M'Dowall, that extracts from 
the despatch of yoar Honourable Court should 
4ie transmitted eonfidentialty fo commanding 
ofltcers ; that the j;idgment of your Honourable 
l^oiirt, on this ptfint, nniy be (lii^i&ejBinated tiifh 
delicacy and cautit)ik 
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92, Ktttirely eoncurring in the sentiments 
expressed by the Commander in Chief, we 
have desired him to cireuiate your orders in 
the numner which he may deem mostadvitiea* 
htei and with respect to his suggestion forthp 
general construction of chapels at the principal 
stations of the army, we beg tliat you will fur- 
nish us with early directions on that subject. 
In the mean time, Lieutenant General M'lJow*- 
alt has been requested to issue such orders as 
may appear to be best calculated to ensure the 
regular performance of Divine worship, with* 
out incurring expense in the construction or 
hire of buildings for that particular purpose. 



• No. IV, 

Mvaute of Ge(frge Udny^Esq. Member oftTi^ 
Supreiiie Voimcil in Bengal^ protesting a- 
gatnst " superintendingj^^ the idol Jugger^ 
nant^ ^ -us tending to perpetuate a system of 
gross idolatry .*" Eoetracted from the Bengal 
Judicial' Consultations of Hd ^pril^ iSoe. 
f Taken from the East-India Papers^ prints 
by Order of the House of Commonsj JV^. 494!, 

p. 4^i.J ' 

1 APPROVE of the following Regulations^ 
with the exeeption of those parts of it whieh 
provide for the superintendance and manage- 
mcot of the temple at JuggernaUth, and the 
payment of its oMeers, 
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Tfae making provision bj law for saeh par- 
poses, it appears to me, would operate to sanc- 
tion, and tend to perpetuate, a system of gross 
idolatry, which Go?ernment is neither bound 
nor does it seem becoming in it to do. 

I would leave the temple and its whole 
economy exclusively to the direction and man- 
agement of its own ofiieers, allowing them to 
collect the regular established fees they bave 
hitherto been accustomed to do, seearing the 
pilgrims at the same time against every thing 
of a vexatious nature from the extortion and 
oppression of those officers. 

If the revenue with which the temple is en- 
dowed be insufficient for its support, I would 
reduce the rate of tax proposed to be levied 
from the pilgrims, relinquishing the remainder 
to be applied to that purpose, in order that 
Government should have no direct concern of 
any kind in what relates to the maintenauce 
of the Temple, or the payment of its officers, 
but appropriate solely to its own use the whole 
of the tax levied from the pilgrims by its 
.officers. 

(Signed) aU, 



No. V. • 

Tjetter from Charles Buller^ Esq. M, P. to the 
Honourable the Court of Directors^ respecting 
the Idol Juggernaut^ dated the i%th May^ 
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1813, (laid on the tahh of the Home of Com" 
mans, and ordered to be printed, 2'kth May, 
1913.) 

TO THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE HON- 
OURABLB EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

Honourtthle Sirs, 

CONSIDERING the verj exaggerated and 
unfounded opinions ^hieh appear to be enter- 
tained in England, in regani to the eondOet of 
the Bengal Government at Jaghanath, and in 
respect to the atrocities said to be practised 
.there } it has been suggested to me, as 1 was 
so long on the spot, and as I had so much to 
«lo in framing the existing regulations relative 
to the tax levied from the pilgrims, that I 
fihould take an opportunity of giving such ia- 
formation as might place the matter in its pro* 
per point of, view. The best mode, therefore^ 
%vhich presents itself to me of communicating 
the information 1 possess, is to address oi.;^seil* 
lo your Honourable Court. 

The object I have in view is, to correct the 
erroneous opinions which seem to prevail iu 
regard to the conduct of our Government, with 
reference to the temple, and to remove the ex- 
aggerated ideas entertained in re>ipect to the 
atrocities said to be praetised there. 

With respect to the first point, as far as I 
can recollect, it seems to be supi^josed that our 
Government at Bengal is busied in the controul 
and regulation of Hindoo worship ; and that it 
is actively employed in the eneourngement of 
idolatry, for the pnrpose of revenue. Your 
±2* 
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Honourable Coort mast be fallj aware kow 
studiously the regulatioos have guarded against 
committing the Government in any way what- 
ever, respeeting questions which might arise 
relative to the interior eoneems of the temple. 
The clauses which refer to the power reserved 
by Government of removing the Patron of the 
Temple, and to the permission given to the 
head ministerial officers to remonstrate against 
any orders issued by the Patron, afford the on- 
ly possible opportunity for €tovernment to in- 
terfere in regard to the interior. But consi- 
dering the vast power vested in the Patroi\, 
and the means which he has of extensive op- 
pression and extortion, I considered those pow- 
ers to be essentially necessary ; and although 
I am perfectly sensible that they never will be 
exercised, except in an extreme case, yet the 
result of my subsequent experience at the Board 
•of Revenue has tended to shew, thai it was 
prudent to adopt the clauses in question. 

With regard to the encouragement of idola- 
try, most assuredly nothing of the kind occurs 
on the part of Gavcrnment ; unless, indeed, 
it be supposed that the liberal wish to protect 
and seeure its ukative subjects in the due exer- 
cise of their religious as well as civil liberties 
be pronounced to be an eneonragement of idola- 
try. If an anxious desire, on the part of 
Government, to remove all unlawful impedi- 
ments and obstacles from out of the way of the 
Hifidoes worshipping with ease and oonvenienee 
to themselves, be obnstrued into an encourage- 
ment of idolatry, in that ease, I apprehend the 
Bengal Government must plead guilty to the 
(Bharge. 



With regard to the revelrae, timt se^ms to 
me to be a Question whteh li&s been eonsidera- 
bly misunderstood ; for, from the mode in which 
1 have heard gentlemen express themselves 
with r^ferenee to that point, they appear to 
e<msider this revenue to be talcen a» a prieer 
for the permission of idolatry, and eonsequently 
they seem to think, that if the Government 
would consent to give up the revenue, the idola- 
try would of' course cease. Surely nothing can 
he more erroneous than the aborve opinion ; for 
I suppose no one would venture to say, that 
the ruling power in Hindostan, whatever its re* 
Itgion may be, should interfere to prevent the 
Hindoos from having access to their own tem- 
ples. If, then, yon allow access to the temple 
at Jaghanaih, such access must be subjected to 
restraint and regulation ; and I know not a 
more powerful means of restraint and regola- 
tidn than is aftbrded by the tax. I can speak 
from my own knowledge of the fact, that the 
imposition of the tax, so far from operating at 
an encouragement to persons to resort there, 
has had ^ direct eonti^ry tendency ; for dur- 
ing the time that access was allowed without 
the tax, the throng of people at the place Mas 
so great, and such a considerable number of the 
poorer classes took that opportunity of visitine 
the temple, that 1 was inform^ that several 
persons perished IVom actual want of subsis- 
tence. The scenes on the road were, 1 am 
told, trstv shocking; but since the tax has 
been continued, the numbers of the pilgrims, 
partieulariy of the lower classes, have consi- 
4erftl3ly diminishocL 1 hare passed several 
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times baekwardt and forwardfi betweaa Cat tacii 
and Ja^hanath Tand that too^ jnst previous to 
the Ruth Jattrah, or festiraf of the Charist) 
without seeing many objects of wretchedness. 
I eertainly have seen two or three poor wreteh- 
ed objects^ exhausted by their long journey, and 
almost starving. But this is no very great 
matter of. surprise, when it is reeolleeled that 
the pilgrims come from ail parts of Hindostan, 
IVom upwards of I96OO miles distance ; and 
that a large proportion of these consist of the 
old and infirm, who come for the express pur- 
pose of laying their bones within the precinets 
of the eity. It seems to me that the question 
of revenue lies within a very small «ompass. 
If it be thought that it is iiieonsisterit with oar 
religion to permit the Hindoos to resort to their 
temples, the tax in that case is obviously im- 
proper ; but if it be the duty of our Govern- 
ment to allow its native subjects to worship ae- 
cording to their own ideas, I should regret to 
see the tax abolished, as the abolition of it 
M'ould render it difiieult to restrain and regu- 
late the numerous bodies of pilgrims nho re- 
sort to the place; and it would, in all probabil- 
ity, be the cause of the revival of those horrid 
sceifes of distress which were before experienc- 
ed, when the tax was di8eonfinoed,and of which 
the traces are still to be met with in the nume- 
rous human bones on the road. I have beard 
it observed, that the tax in question is iMime- 
tlting similar to a tax upon gambling houses, or 
other houses of ill fame: but surely there is a 
most essential difference between tfie two cas^. 
The objection to the former I understand to be 
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this— Ikat the taxation amounts virtually to a 
licence of that whieh is, in its nature, immor« 
al; but in this case, I do not understand there 
is any question whether the Government is to 
allow its subjects access to their own temples : 
Oovernment must admit the access, whether it 
takes a tax or not. Under that circumstance, 
therefore, I canndt see what posisible objeetiog 
there is to the continuance of an established 
tax of this nature, particularly when it is tak- 
en into consideration what large pensions in 
land and money are allowed by our Government 
in all parts of the country, for keeping up the 
religious institutions both of the Hindoos and 
the Musselmans. 

In respect to the atrocities said to be pra6o 
tised at the place, they refer to the immpla- 
tions under the wheels of the car on which the 
idol is carried. That such tilings occur, there 
can be do donbt ; but certainly nut to the ex- 
tent, nor exactly from the same motive, ai 
«eems to be supposed (ly many in England. . It 
would appear to be a prevailing opinion, that 
these immolations are of frequent occurrence ; 
that they are a duty prescribed to the Hindoos 
by.Jheir religion 3 and, consequently, that such 
duty is pilten carried into performance. Wheth- 
er it be a duty or not, I Cannot, positively say 5 
but I believe it to be no part of their religion, 
and that, in point of fact, it is no more a duty 
prescribed to the Hindoos, than it was a duty 
prescribed to the Christian Ascetics to live ih 
the austere and curious modes in which many 
of them formerly did, in the early ages of 
i^hrhtimiij. Indeed^ the infrequen^y of thfe 
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act IS thc/ullest proof, I conceive, that it is 
not an ae< of duty prescribed to aMy sect of 
Hindoos whatever. 1 was at Jagbanath tlnr- 
ing the whoJc of the Ruth Jattrah (in 1809 I 
think It was,) and I heard but of one instance 
of an immolation under the wheels of the car. 
1 should not suppose it possible that another 
instance could have happened, during that fes- 
tival, without my hearing of it. Bnt suppos- 
iiig, instead of one, there were ten times the 
number, what wotild it amount to P— that out of 
a population oNne.arly two hundred millionsi* 
(for 1 suppose the whole of the Hindoo popula- 
tion, as far as Cabufj^ to be not much short of 
two hundred millions,) thej-e are to be found 
ten fanatics, fodfs and nfa^mea enough to com- 
mit such an %ct at Jaghanath. 

There is another matter to be mentioned, 
but of which I was totally ignorant till very 
lately; when it was particularly p»inted[ out to 
nie, in order that I might say whether it wer© 
correct or otherwise. I allude to the eircum- 
stane^s qf the indecency said to be exhibited 
on the car of the idol. On that point my at- 
tention was directed to a publication by tha 
Rev. Dr. Claudiiis Buchanan, who speaks of a 
priest having pronounced certain obseep^ 
stanzas in the ears of the people, and of cer« 
tain indecent gestures exhibited by a boy and 

{>riest im the car. With respect to the song% 
low the author came to know what the priest 
was repeating, he does not state. I do not mean 
to doubt the fact; but I do think, if the pro- 
cession was^any thing at all like that which I 
saw, thure U QQ room to suppose thfit the ai(- 



Hior'« cawy even if lie did understand the lan- 
guage, could liave been shocked by his actualljf 
hearing the songs. To fuve some idea ^f the 
thing to gentlemen in England, I would beg 
them to represent to themselves the car in pro- 
gress between Charing Cross and Parliament 
Street, the whole of the way as crowded as pos- 
sible \v\x\\ people, clapping their hand$, talking, 
ghoitting, and merry-making ; and can it be 
conceived, that in snch a noi^e a person could 
have his ears shoeked.by hearing what the 
priest was repeating, when, owing to the dis- 
tance of the platform on whicb he stands, one 
eonid not by any endeavours get within ten 
yards of him. I am sure I could not hear any 
thing which was said ; and during the whole of 
the time I was present, the noise wait incessant, 
without intermission ; and according to the na- 
ture of things I eoneeive it must be so, in a 
crowd of about one hundred thousand. Upon 
this point, however, if I can rely upon the in- 
formation I have received, the songs in question 
are denominated by the natives Cubbee, a spe- 
eies. of song not very unlike that which is adi^ 
mitted into our own sacred writings. Ours, I 
Imagine^ are not at present read in any part 
nf oar service ; but whoever knows any thing 
of the Hindoos, 'must be aware that their ve- 
neration' for antiquity will not allow them to 
depart from any thing which has once form- 
ed a part of their ceremonies. With respect 
to the indecent gestures said \o have been ex- 
hibited on the car, all I mm say is, that if such 
things are done, I never saw them, and what 
is more* 1 never heurd of tbem till I euine to 
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England. To give you an Irrefragable praof 
of what I lave asserted relative, to my igno- 
ranae, and to the ignorance of the other gentlemeo 
on the spot, of any thing of the ni^ re alleged 
ever happening, I need only mention that I be- 
lieve there \¥M not a single lady at the station 
who did not aeeompany her husband to see tke 
procession.^ Had we had the slightest sarnnise 
of that which is asserted to be a fact, most no* 
questionably those ladies would not have beea 
there. But I do most solemnly declare, that I 
never did hear the most distant hint of any 
thing indecent having been seen, or of any thin^ 
in the slightest degree resembling indecency* 
With regard to the temple, there certainly are 
indecent figures on it, but certainly not more 
than what we see every day in representatioHa 
of ancient sculpture. Indeed they are so badly- 
done, that I do declare, that if they had not* 
been pointed out to me, I shonld never have 
known that they were there. 

It has been suggested, that I should say 
something more about the charge which has 
%eerk made against oirr Government) for not 
interfering to put a stop to the immolationa. 
If I had been asked before Mr. Graham gavt 
his evidence before the Hoase of Coiftmons, I 
should have said, that I did not know that tke 
Government had interfered at all. 1 never 
heard of it ; and as it appears to me so utterly 
'impossible for the Government to interfere with 
effect, I should have supposed they never had 
attempted it. I have said before, that 1 under^ 
stand that it is no part of a duty prescribed to 
any sect of Bindoos, to devote themselves under 



llic wheels of the car. I believe, from everf 
liting 1 hftve heai*d, that the Brahmins have na 
eotieern at all in encouraging Uie fanatie to 
destroy himself $ and.that^ in point of faet> 
Ihcj are as ijs;norant of any one's havifljs;*tlte 
intention of devoting him!»elf iMi we are here. 
1 nevtir Jieard that there are any ])^eviotls ahlu« 
tions or {Hirjficationfs, v\hieh are usual wheh 
the prie<its interfere on such momentous oMea* 
&iont». Flow then ean the. Government inters 
fi*re f The man, I believe, does not communi- 
cate bis intention ; and I think it not at all unV 
likely that he hirnself does not Intend it^ till a 
little before he throws himself niider the wheels^. 
As for, preventing it at the spot, it is utterly 
impossible. In such a crowd no one knows 
V hat his next iieighbour is about* In short, It 
'appears to me, that people may with al murh 
justice eeusure our Government at home^ for 

tot preventing suicide in the vatiety of ways 
I which we are informed it is practised, as 
they may the Government abroad, for not prCf 
ventine: the immolations in question. 
1 have tlie honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) C. BULLfilt. 

Lomlen, I9th M^^y, it^ij. 
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*• Tke ForeruntKr ofm Ilohj Bible ;^' hein^ a 
— translation of a — 'IVarf in i?i Btn»:alk6 
Lanxifffg^^ printed by the Missionaries ; which 
the Leno-al Qavftimimnt trammitted U tkt 
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Court (ff Directont (marked B^) as beings w 
Uteir judg^nent;, calculated to ivjlame the pre- 
judices of the' Hindoos, (Extracted from 
the East-India Papers^ printed by order of 
the Mouse of Commons, •^\>. 142, pp. 65, 66, J 

HEAR, O worldly men I Iiealr with an at- 
tentive mind, how you may obtain salvation 
from terrible hell. None of you seek for that; 
your thoughts are constantly employed about 
.mon^yt about. al{ these trifles, and this world: 
«very one of you is incessantly eontem|iIating 
Ihii^ world. All these things will be neeessary 
iMit for a.'Short time: after death you will by 
no. m^ns have property. Know all of you, 
that ,ou. being born you must die^ and that after 
death you uuist either go to heaven or to hell: 
.And ^vithout reu)ission of !»ins you caunot go tc^ 
.iieuvep;- nilh downeast countenance you will 
.he cast into awful hell. What is hell Jike, or 
whar.sort tS?e torments in it? Be informed : no 
one of you thin^cs of nuiking himself aeqnainted 
wilh that. Insufferable hell is filled with ever- 
lasting fire, which will never be extinguished. 
Ou tailing therein, brethren, there is no further 
preservation : the end of eternity is a begin- 
ning to it. Ve are afraid, but afterwards fall 
into this awful hell. Beware, beware of this 
inextinguishable fire : make Christ your asylum : 
lake an asylum ; for without that, no one of 
you will obtain salvation. Both Hindoos and 
.-Mussulmans have many sasters, the object 
' whereof w.e have strictly examined, and there 
i» no work of true redemption among them: 
} they are sasters for the amusement of ehildren ^ 
they are like tales. 



In the Hindoo gasters lhe« is mi account of 
ieti mcarhations.* Let me plaitily state them, 
and listen. In the first place, there waaNar- 
rayn in the fbrm of a fish, for the piK^C^ctioii of 
Sateebroto. 

The second was a tortois^e, for the support 
of the earth ; the third a boar, to lift it up: the 
fourth was the mail lion, to destroy the demcms; 
in the fifth, the dwarf took Bali to Ifeti; >« tho 
sixth, Parrusram destroyed the Khhrees ; in 
the seventh,, Ramchnnder Killed Kabon 5 in the 
eighth, Christna killed Cangra 5 and in* the 
ninth, Buddha manifested the Caddhiles. Ami 
if the story of (he nine inearnations be Inie, 
still there fs no redeemer. What wilJ you do ? 
Iiow will you be redeemed from sin?— But we 
ivill point ont a remedy. 

We formerly had a similar sastra 5 hut when 
xve obtained the Great Sastra, we renounced 
that. Allow us to give you some iirformation 
concerning it. If you be desirous of a remedy^ 
attend and hear. 

At that time, when the Almighty had finishr 
ed the creation, he gave a mighty order to all 
hien. He gave an account of heaven and hell. 
He pointed out the distinction between right 
and wrong. " Hear all of you my iiffallible or^ 
der. What I say, I will do : that is certain. 
If any be pure and practise holiness, I will give 
them matchless glory in heaven ; but if any ono 
iin, I will certainly cast him into eteri>al fire." 

This is the primary order of Ood; after 
which mankind became wicked, and God knew, 
it, but there was no redemption, and he ordered 
that some remedy should be provided. Through 
jjjisi mercy there wai a provision for -thir re- 
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dumfKion «f sinnera. If aoy person shoutd ««« 
ftume <Mrth on earili, ami (akenipun biaiseii* tbe 
toptnc'til «r Kinneraf those sinners wlio. atneerely 
beU«ve ill hnu «b«ul<( be redeeme«l : and tbere 
tran an inearnation of Jesus, (be proleelor of 
liie uopratce(ed<i full of tbe splendotir of God, 
baviu^ been separated from bis body in a column 
9ti' a|ilendour before btm. He aaid, '^ 1 wiU 
take.birtb on eailb, and ftuftlT all tbe torment 
of sins on my body. Whatever sinnc»*8 take 
refuge under loy protectifm, you will grant theui 
Halvation^^' Gr«m said). <^ Y*«« tbis is my pro- 
911^, I will redeem themv Mortals are under 
tby prateetion.^' After wbicli, the Lord waa 
conceived in the enuntry of Judea^ according to 
. ^i'opbeey, m tbe womb of a woman. During^ 
h'l"^ life on earth, he took the name of Jesus 
Cbriiit,^ and be performed many miracles in. va- 
fwH» plaacf^. The blind received sigbt;, (hi^ 
dead Ufc^ He did many such miracles, he was 
gu ^cat. And he fulfilled the saying of tbc^ 
Pr(ipbets« and was killed by tbc bands of ,tht^ 
p(;ople oi his own nation, and gave up his life 
under various kinds of tormeni { and ailer tbre^ 
days he arose as^iin : and because he suffered 
t«»rtn^it in his body far jii9S^ therefove be waa 
denominated Saviour of Sinnecs. 

Christ did not die like p4^opla iri general ; 
|)£ suffered ivtueh tormeut^ and died miracu^ 
luHsly^ 

When betook upon himself to suf&r for ns^. 
his tornyBnt was intolerable. Amidst these 
(ufteringR^ he called out and said^ **' O God ( 
why hast Utou forsaken me, and left me in the 
hand.s of sinners ?" And they spit upon hlm» 
\^Xf d bio9 ^U^l mocked him^ and put a cixiwq qjf 



-|ln>nis upon lii» bead, and fixed  his feet and 
hands upon a oross with nails ; and when they 
had iafiieled severe punish oient npon him, thej 
killed him. They pierced his breast with nails, 
and exhausted him ; and when he shed hi<r 
hlood, they eaused'him to drink vinegar mixed 
with galls f and having tormented him in thi*! 
manner, they kiihkl him. They fastened two 
thieves, one on his right hand and one on hi» 
left ; and when they had disgraced him in this 
manner, they killed him. In. this manner died 
the' Savionr of the World. On his own body 
he sttflered the torment of sinners ; and it was; 
requisite for him to do so : without that, God' 
won Id not have redeemed mankind* *Ue puid 
the ransom of all sinner^ ; and affording to tlte 
seenrity whieh he gave, so it eame to pas$: 
His death was the preservation of our life : his 
MffferingD'were the source of joy to the whole of 
ns. The sufferings of Jesus Christ atoned to 
God for the torment of eternal hell fire. Oott 
accepted of all that, apd the iitfth of Jesus 
Christ, for the sake of sinners^ H<i accepted 
of the death of Jesus Christ, in exchange for 
the eternal death of sinners. As righteousness 
was the garment of Jesus Christ, so let us make 
faith in him our vesture. We go before God 
after death. Can you go in the presence of 
God ? You cannot go before God by taking the 
name of' Ram Chrishn Sheeb, or any other 
deity, seeing all those sinners was an abomina^ 
tioTi to the Lord. They will snfter eternal toru 
ment in awful hell ; but it is a great eonso-ia^ 
tinn to his mind t<S hear of (he works and name 
qf Christ. 
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' Christ is nnw with God, for the re^m^tTa^ 
«f smnera who worship htm. Those -who die 
wor.'iiypjiers. of hiia on e^^rth, he ebeerfttUy 
takea to the mawsioa of Heaven. Hear, hear^ 
Ofieoptfr! hoar loy words. A copious work 
on this subj^t, name^ the Gospel, was first m 
%\\e Hebrew and Greek : from these,, tlie English 
n)ade a transJation. of it ; but not they alone ; 
vario,cis other nations made a translation of this 
l^rcat 8^nd pfineipal Sastra. The BVeneh, 
ihiteh, Geroivansv Danes, Armenians, and va- 
rious others, oopied it. It went to Ameriea 
and Africa, ami all other eoiuntries, an^ to all 
the principal islands. This holj book went t(K 
aU ^hese countries, and even in Malabar it was 
lrnn$ls\t^d into Hindee^ Whoever obtained thi& 
Jioly book renounced alt previous, sastras, and 
e!« paused it. It has now been, translated into, 
the Bengally language, and prin^. Any «w»- 
who wishes to hear this work^t miay eoint^ if% 
^erampore, and \%e wiii read it to hrni^, 
Priuted at Sera in pore, 1806—^1213^. 
(A ti;"^ ^opfy-) 

(Signed) JV\ B. Edmonstone^ 

Seerelary to Ooverumentt 
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flJknwriali nddrf$sed by the BapiiH Miishm' 
vies to thf lii^ht Hvvourabh Grilleri Lord 
Mnto^ Giivemirr dreneral bf fndi/t^ p^^y^^g 
that the Bengal Government' tcould spitrti ilieir 
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SC^ft Beptemher^ 1907, ( ExtraeUi frma the 
JKasi^India Papers^ printed bif order of the' 
Mouse of Commons^ JSTo. 14^2, pp. a6-Hli.^^ 

TO THE BIGHT HON, CULBERT U)RD MINJO* 
GOV. Gf^ERAL OF INDU, &c. &C &c. 

j\ly Lord^ 

1. Tlllii. S«ielety o^f Miissionaries residing at 

Berampore .entreat pernii.ssion to l«iy belbris 

yi9iur liordslti^ with tbe greatest sut^>is$ion 9 a 

ftttl and undisguised sta.tei9ent of their situai- 

4ion,-eirciiinstauee«„arMl vi&ws j humbly casting 

themseives ou your LordsJiip's clemency, and 
imploi'iug such relief as your Lordship^K can- 
dour, and wisdom, and attaehmeot to the Protesi- 
laiit Beligion may suggest. 

2. Your Lordship's Memorialists beg pcr< 
mission humbly to represeiU,. tha,t in the year 
4792 a number of ministers and others of thic 
Baptist Denoinination^ reflecting ou the bles- 
Kings they ei^joyed ti) rough the ChfislLan Reve- 
lation, and feeling it their indispensable duty 
to attempt imparting the same to the heathen,^ 
formed themselves intQ a voluntary sooiety, by 
the name of the Baptist Missionary Society: 
and that your Lordship's Memorialists, in- 
fiueneed by the same views, by the advice of 
this society, engaged in a mission to India. 

a; They entreat permission, further to state, 
ihat one of your J^ordship's Memorialists and 
his friend, since de^d, landed M Calcutta in the 
year 1793 ^ who being soon after entrusted, by 
a ge^uleman high in the service, v^ith the care 
of two indigo workj^ in the district of Dinage- 
pore, begau to Icaru (he Bengulee language 
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ftmnsiate the SeriptHres^ and dbpense Christian 
iiUktruetioa to the natives of that and the ne%h- 
bouring distrieta : and altboagh this was eom- 
tinued for six years, nothing appeared on the 
part of the natives but the highest satlsfaetioo. 

4. That the Right Honourable Lprd Teign- 
mouth, being then Governor General of India, 
was pleased to grant these two Missio;narie8 
the covenants of that time granted to British 
snbjects in India. 

0. Thej entreat permission further humbly 
to represent, that in the y^ar 1799, four other 
Missionaries arriving at Serampore were is^ 
vited by his Gxeelleney Colonel Bte, late Gover-^ 
nor of l^erampore, to settle in that colony, open 
an European sehool, set up their printing press, 
and instruct the natives of that settlement ia 
Christianity, under the patronage of his Danish 
Mi^jesty; and that your Lontsbip's Memo- 
rialists felt it their duty to accept his Exeel« 
leucy's invitation, 

6# I'hat in coiisequenec of a representation 
made by his IllxeeUeney Colonel Bic, his Danish 
Majesty vvas pleased to direct the Royal CoU 
lege of Commerce at Copenhagen, to signify his 
pleasure to the Governor of Serampore, that 
ihe Societv of Missionaries l>e considered as 
under his Jkujesty's protection and patronage^, 
which they accordingly siguifted by a letl^i* 
bearing date September 5th, 1801. 

7, That, thus encouraged by the Danish 
Government, your Lordship^s Memorialists pro- 
ceeded to print the Scriptures in the Bengalee 
language ; aid, by preaching and disusing re«- 
ligious tracts, to ins^^truet the native inhabitants 
of that 8ettlemeqi,t in the Cliii^stian reJigiw; 
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(ttd that bift Exeeilency the late Colonel Bte 
was pleased, at the baptism of the firt»t Hindon 
convert, to hoaour the Missionaries with his 
presence* 

8. That, after the Scriptures were published^ 
many came to Serampore from ditterent partai 
of the country to request copies, and to seek 
Christian instmction ; and that a considerable 
pumber, at dificrent times, have received Chris-: 
fian baptism. 

9. 'i bat of those who thus eame from a dis- 
tance, some entreated your Lordship's Memo- 
rialists to accompany them to their respective 
homes, tkiT the sake of instructing their neigh- 
bours and friends, who, though equally desirous^ 
of Christian instruction, were unable to take 
so long a iourney : that in several instances 
they complied with these invitations, and inn 
yariably found these excursions attended with 
perfect qaietness as well as safety to their owi\ 
persons, although they appeared simply as 
Christian teachers ; and the people whom they 
thus visited were io several instanceip Ma^ 
homedans. 

10. Your Lordship's Memorialists entreat 
permission farther to represent, that on occa- 
sion of the priuting presses at Calcutta being 
placed un^ler the controul of Oovernment, the 
Mcist Noble the Marquis Wellesley was pleas* 
^d to inquire respecting the press at Seranit 
pore ; but on being informed that (official pa-r 
pera for the Danish Government excepted) the 
Missionaries confined its operations to printing 
the Scriptures and religious traefs, and made 
it an iftvariable rule to print nothing if a jio-*. 
)i(ical nature, his Lords^i|) was pleased tQ exn 
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press his satisfaction at the press of Serampore 
being thus employed. 

11. That his Lordship was pleased soon 
after to aeeept a copy of the New Testament, 
translated by the Missionaries into the Benga- 
lee language, and to express his approbation of 
the undetiaking. 

12. That, in 1801, his Lordship was pleased 
to appoint one of your Lordship's Memorialists 
teaeher of the Bengalee and Sangskrit Ian- 
guages in the College of Port William. 

13. That his Lordship was pleased soon 
after to direet the Missionaries to prepare and 
print the Psalms of David, and the Book of 
Isaiah, as a elass-book in the Bengalee lan- 
guage, for the use of the College. 

14. lliat on a subsequent occasion, his Lord- 
Ship was pleased to assure one of your Lord- 
ship's Memorialits, that he \Vas perfectly ac- 
l^uainted with all the concerns and operations 
bf the Missionaries at Serampore, and felt 
great satisfaction at their affairs being attended 
\vith such a degree of success. 

15. They entreat permission also to repre- 
sent, that in the year 1803 a copy of the "New 
Testament, and the Pentateuch, in the Benga* 
lee language, were presented to his Majesty by 
}l. Bowyer, Esq. of Pall Mall ; and that his 
Majesty was pleased graciously to accept them, 
and to direct that his Majesty's thanks be given 
to the Baptist Missionary Society. 

1«. They humbly beg leave further to repre- 
sent, that early in the year' ISO*, reflecting on 
the sitoafion of the dtfierent countries around, 
as destitute of the Holy Scriptures, your Lnrd- 
ihip's M^iuorialisti felt it their duty' to request 



the- assistance of the public in Europe, in thi$ 
work of translating and piibHsliitig the Scrip* 
tures in the languages of India. 

±7. That in the year 1S05, a letter was re- 
i(?ived from the British and Foreign Bible So* 
eiety^ of whiek the Right Honourable Lord 
Tcignmouth is President, and the Bishops of 
London, Durham, E^teter, and St« DavitPs, the 
Right Honourable Lbrd Radstoek, Admiral 
Gumbier, Sir W. Pepperell, William .Wilber- 
foree, and Charles Grant, Esq. Vice Presidents ; 
the following extract from which, they humbly 
entreat permission to submit to your Lordship. 

Lohdon, July 23, 1804. 
*« Resolved, — That George Udny, Esq. tlie 
Reverend David Brown, the Reverend Claudius 
Buchanan, and Messrs. Cary, Ward, and 
' Marshman^ be requested to form a Committee, 
and to correspond with the Society respecting 
the best means of promoting the object of thi» 
Inst itnt ion, with regard to the Eastern Lan- 
guages.'' 

(Signed) John Owen, Secretary. 

18. That in the year 1806, your Lordship's 
Memorialists published a Memoir, in India, 
relative to the translatiovs of the. Senptui*es, 
of which copies were transmitted to the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors, the Right Honour- 
able the President of the British and, Foreign 
Bible Society, the Right Reverend the Bishops^ 
the Universities in Britain, and a number of 
public bodies and private gentlemen. 

19. That in consequence of this Memoir, a 
considerable sum was subscribed by gentlemen 
at this Presidency to carry forward the work; 



knd tliat subscriptions hare bren receired on 
Yhe Humii account from England and Scotiancff 
and also from thcrUnitc'd 8tates of Aracriea. 

20, Thus have your LordHhip's Memari'- 
alists, humbly /relyine on your Lordship^d 
lelemenej, laid opeti, in the Most unreserved 
manner, the whole of their eircum8tanees4 
L'onsciaus of no evil design, they have never 
atteihpted concealment, but have year by year 
laid the whole of their eondnet before the pob* 
lie, both in Brhain arid India. And they en<* 
treat permission further humbly to state, that 
in the course of (heir missionary labours, they 
have baptized upwat'ds of a hundred natives^ 
including Hindoos and Mussulmatis : of thesei 
the first ten were inhabitants of Serampore, 
and the rest such as came from different parta 
of the country seeking Christian instruction. 
Among these, twelve, were Brahmins, sixteen 
of the Writer east, and five Mussulmans. Your 
Lordship's Memorialists entreat permission to 
add, that neither the baptism of the Brahmins 
nor Mussulmans created any kind of alarm, aN 
though the circumstances atteuding them were 
perfectly well known to a great distance 
aroiind. . 

21. Your Lordship*s Memorialists hnmbly 
entreat permission further to represent, that lu 
thus affording Christian instruction to natives, 
they were perfectly unconscious of acting eon- 

^trary to (he declared will of the British Nation 
'and Legislature, or to the existing regulations 
of the Honourable Company. Conscious of 
the salutarj' effects of renovating the mind and 
regulating the passions, they wished to tmpnrt 
the blessing to their Hindoo fellow-subjects ; 



kappj in the idea that in every real eonverl 
they were securing to their country a friend, a 
•iibject obeying from new prineipieii, and cor- 
dially attached to the British Nation by new 
and invioluhte ties. 

2^. They entreat permission ftirther to re- 
present, that, though perfectly acquainted with,^ 
ttUil highly revering, the principles which 'in- 
duced the British Legislature to guarantee t(^ 
Iheir Indian Subjects the full and lindjsturbed 
possession of their diftere?it religious opinions^ 
yoitr Lordship's Memorialists were perfectly 
unconscious of violating those principles, inas** 
onueh as the most solemn engagements of this 
nature in Britain are never supposed to pre-^ 
elude* religious discussion; and from the liberal 
and generous nature of the Protestant religion, . 
they were led to imagine that a Protestant na- 
Iton, while litterlv averse to coercion, cotiid not 
but wish their Hindoo subjects might, in some 
prudent and safe method, receive Christian in-> 
struct r>n. 

23* They humbly entreat permission fiirfher 
4o state, that this supposition was strenglhened 
by perusing in Russell's Collection of Statutes 
eoncerning the Incorporation, Trade, and Cora* 
meree of the £ast-India Company, printed at 
London in 17S6, and dedicated to the Bigl»t 
Honourab!e Henry Dundas, an abridgment of 
Ihe Charters of incorporation granted to. thor 
several East^'India Companies ;. wl)ieh abriflg- 
ment, among qthers, contains an abstract of tlie 
Charter grantcfl. to the Honourable Company 
hy his Majesty King William tJie I'htrd, and 
hearing date September iith. 16085 ''* which it 
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U fltipulated, page 20. of the abridgment, thsbt 
^' the ministers of the Honourable Company 
are to learn the Portagaese- and Hindoo Ian- 
guages* to enable 4hem to instruct the Gentoos^ 
&e. in the Christian religion, &c." 
. 24. Yonr Lordship's Memorialists bumblj 
acknowledge to your Lordship, that the eon* 
dudt'of other Protestant nations towards their 
Indian subjects, has also tended to confirm them 
in Ibis supposition, particularly that of the 
United States of Holland, who, while they al- 
lowed their Cingalese, Malabar,- and Malaj 
sul^eets, the free exercise of their different re-' 
iigions, at the public expense translated the sa- 
cred Scriptures into the former and latter of 
these languages, and employed Mif^sionaries 
and Cateehists to instruct the natives in the 
Christian religion 5 from which conduct your 
liordship's Memorialists have never he^rd that 
in one single instance any alarm or disturbance 
arose, but that, ton the contrary, these convert- 
ed natives were often of the highest political 
service to their respective governments. 

25. That the conduct of his Danish Majes- 
ty, Frederi(?k*the Fourth, who in 1705, at his 
own expense, sent Messrs. Zi^^genbalg and 
' jTrnndler to found the Protcjstant 7vfission at 
'Tranquebar, tended still more to confirm their 
minds in this idea, particularly when connect- 
ed with the subsequent conduct of the British 
Kation towards that Mi.^sion : for your' Lord- 
ship's Memorialists entreat permission to re- 
present, that on the return of the Misnionary 
Ziegenbiilg to Europe, nine years afler the com- 
nieneeroent of the Mission, he was invited t<ra 
sitting of the Bishops and others, in the Socie- 
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ij for promoting Christian KnovrleJ^e ; and 
liiat after liis return to India, he was present- 
ed with a printer's pre^s, to<eneourage him in 
the publication of the saered Beriptures ; that 
this press the Missionaries set up at Tranqoe- . 
bar, where it stiii remains employed for mis- 
sionary purposes, under the patronage of his 
Danish Majesty. 

2^, That the gracious condeseension of hig 
Majesty George the First by no means tends to 
\veaken these ideas : for, in addition to the en- 
couragement aftbrdeil these Missionaries by his 
subjects, his Majesty was pleased to write them 
two letters ; in the first of which, bearing date 
August 23d, 1717, his Majesty was pleased to 
express his satisfaetion at the success of their 
labours, a:)d to assure them of the continuance 
*»f his royal favour ; and in th<3 second, dated 
February 23d, 1727, twenty-two years after the 
mission had be^n founded (a period in which 
the dissemination of the Scriptures and the 
-baptism of a multitude of the natives had fully 
developed its nature and tendency,) his Majes- 
ty was pleased to express his satisfaction in 
•terms still stronger, to assure them that a con- 
stant account of the prv^gress of t'neir mission 
would be .acceptable, anil to " pray that they 
might be assisted in this good work, that its 
perpetuity might not fail in generations to 
eome." 

27. Your Lordship's Memorialists humbly 
-entreat permission further to represent, that the 
conduct of the Honourable Company towards 
the Missionary Swartz, lately deeea<5ed, has 
tended to convince them, that in attempting to 
afford Christian iustr^iclioJi (o tlie iiifldops, 



160 AFPEKDIX^ 

they were not aeting eontrary to the wiH of the 
HonfHirable Company, in eontiroiaUAn of thi« 
iflea, tliey entreat permission to refer t« the ee«> 
notaph which the Honotirahle Company has 
been pleased to ereel at Madran to the memery 
flf thi« Missionary, directing that the inserip* 
lion be translated into the difterent langnagea 
of the eountry, that ihe natives may understand 
the sen«e they entertain of his transeendant 
merit in ^^ abMracting himself from temporal 
yit'ws, and fur il period of fifty years going 
about doing good,'' in the charaeterof a Chria-^ 
lian Misaionary. 

28. Your Lord»l-.ip^s Memorialists most hum- 
bly entreat pennrsi«ioD (o appeal to your Lord- 
ship, whether their eireiiiitstanees and employ** 
miMit, in translating, ti»e Scriptures and' quietly 
^ispensin^ Christit^n instruelion, be not similar 
lo those of Ziegenbalg^ and Hwartz. 

Tikey acknowledge that their, efforts bear no 
proportion to the labours of these excellent 
men, but entreat permission humbly to repre- 
sent, that their motives and the nature of their 
lal)ours are exactly the. same. 

29. They also entreat permission further to 
represent, t^at from the peculiarly delicate eir- 
eumstances in which the efforts of t|)e'Missien- 
ary Sivartz were made, among natives whose 
bigotry greatly exeeeds that of the natives of 
this Presidency « and in the neighbonrhoml of 
the most inveterate and formidable Mahometan 
power which has ever opposed the British na- 
tion, they were led to suppose that if in these 
/circumstances, attempts to in^itrHct natives in 
the Christian religion were not injurious to the 
pi^bUp tranquillity, but rather rnqritoriout}} tJiCy 
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eeuld ftot b« of adiSerent nature in tins Pre«- 
sidency) freed from every powerful Ma.hoaiftaB 
neighbour, aud where the natives, divuled into 
aumei^af seeU, indulge in literary and religi- 
ous dtseussion to an almost unbounded degree^ 

BQ. That ail they have nad an:o|ipoFtunity 
of observing relative to the naliv«<9, has eon** 
vitieed them ef this being their true. state and 
disposition. They have found that in nuni8r<* 
6ns iastai»se» dUeussion has been desired by 
0H*ifr native teachers, and approved by the muU 
(kude, e\en when it ha« ended to the disadvan* 
fage of their spiritual guides; that Christiaa 
jnstruetion -has been sought both by Hindoos 
and Mussulmans ; that the prudent .disseminar- 
^ion of Christian. iu.struet ion for thirteen years, 
the baptism of more tlian a hundred of the na» 
tives, and the. cireuiation of several thotisand 
4^pies of tl^c Seriptiirtv., hius created no alarm^ 
nor excited anion^ them the least dissatisfac- 
tion, during the whole of this period. They 
•entreat permission also to add, that ono of your 
JLordship^s Memorialists has been in the habit, 
ibr more than live years, of dispensing Chris- 
.tian instruction, in Calcutta, to liis servants, 
i^nd such, other natives uho choose to attend, 
.vitlumt observing the most distant appearance 
jof discontent. 

St. Your Lordship^s Memorialists humbly 
entreat permiHsion further to intrude upon your 
liordship^s clemency, and to represent, that 
about u year ago 4X number oi* ArmeniaftS and 
Protestant Portuguese, natives of Calcutta* 
.stilted to them that they wished for Christian 
instruction, hut were too little acquainted wUh 

14* 
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the EngUsh language to receive it at llis Eng- 
lish church: they therefore entreatsil your 
Lordship^s Mem^^Ulist^ to alFonl it them in 
Bengalee, the puijr language in.wh^ieh they 
eoulii receive it^ one of tliem offering to fit tip 
A IJgart of his hou^v for that purpose. Not int* 
agining that by thas Jiffordi ng . in.4truetioii to 
Protestant natives, they were^ acting eontpary 
4.0 the will of Government, yonr Lordhhip^A 
Memorialists felt it their duly to comply with 
this request. And it in with the deepes>t con- 
cern they learn that this has been nieniioned to 
Oovernmeut) a»an attiifH|itto i nil u me the minds 
of the nativea^ and disturb the puhiie tranquil- 
lity.. 

32. They humbly beg le!ive4o represent, that 
hearing instruction in their own iangtmge; na- 
tives have occasi^inaljy lisicned without, but 
that not the least appeuranee of dtssati^fdetioii 
has been oliserved among tho!»e whp have thus 
occa^ionaliv listened. 

o3. Your Lordship's Memorialists humbly 

, implore peripission to Fepres<.'nt» that it is with 

the, deepest concern they understand apprehen* 

8 i on s f o r t i) e p ii b } ie t ranq m i 11 i t y have • been en- 

pertained from the prmlueti msof thehr pres». 

3*, Xbey therefore htimbly enir^at permis- 
sion to lay brfore yonr Lordship a correct list 
of the pamphlt'ts which ha\e issued therefrom, 
with a brief view of their contents. 

1* " The Gospel JViessengei," a nhort Ben- 
galee poem^ written to a;i»oun<*e the traushuion 
of the Scriptures. By a Kiwdoo Pu*»dtf, far- 
ourable to Christianity as an ol>J;*Pt ef di:jettg- 
fiiun, but dtill professiug liindooibmf 



2. « Tlie Bnwtt of Wisdcjm.'* By the same 
Piindit. WrittiJTi to invite his courftrymen to 
the iiiresfigfttioii of Ohristittnity. 

3. "News relative to the SalvaHon of Man." 

4. " A Bumwiary of Chri^^tian Doeti^ines.". 
B. " The Words of AdVetioit," a srtmmary 

of CiiriHtianity, ivith an invitatititi to the Hin- 
doos to examine it. 

0. "An Address to the Worshippers of Jug- 
gernaut,''— <.* pages. 

7» " The Difterence,*' a eomparison between 
Khrishna and Christ. A trarislation of this, 
and the ist, 9th, and 6th Articles, have been 
puhlished in England. 

8. « The Sure ffiefuge," " Safirtary Cout^* 
«eV and the »•' Enlii;htening Guide ;" three 
short Pie'ces iwhlressed to his Countrymen the 
Himlons. By Petuinher Bing, an aged native 
Christian. 

9. " Ah Address to Mus^^wlmans ;" with an 
Appendix, eontainiug some Account of Mah- 
omet; 

35. Your Lordship's MenvoHallsfs humhfy 
entreat permission to represent, thut these pa:n* 
phtets, with a few Catechisms (two of thein 
Dr. Watts's) ineludfs every thing they have 
printed in the native languages, except the 
Beriptures, a hook of hymns, and the element- 
ary hooks printed for the College of Fort Wil- 
Jiam. The appenfJix in the. 9th Article is the 
p\m]ihlet, a Persian tra'islation of which was 
laid b<*fore your Lordsh':;». This is the only 
ons which your Lordshio's Memorialists have 
at any time addrv»ss»»d to the Mimsahnan-*, as 
they iiave generally found them less fond of dis- 
euisiou than the Hindoos, They entreat p^r- 
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mt&sion to ndil, llmt the AddreiM wa^ tvritten 
And printed in England several years ago, airti 
was selected by your Lordsthip's Memorial i»ts^ 
t)n aeeonnt of its conciliatory tendency ; that 
the Appendix %«^is drawn up by your Lordship^s 
Memorial istft aboat three years ago, »t the re<- 
qnest of a nnntber of Mussulmans highly fond 
of religious discussion ; that none of those ep- 
ithets were used respceting Mahomet whkJi 
appeared in the Persian translation, ami that 
y<H2r Lord&hip's Memorialists never heard of 
any Mussrtilman being displeased by the perusaf 
hi the Bengalee of the orii^inal copy, allhofrgli 
it has been read for neady three years. "They, 
enlreat permission, however, to repnesent, that 
on receiving the first infoi'ma1'»'iof yourLord-r 
ship's pleasure, they withdrew it from eirctila** 
tion in every form. 

36, They entreat permission to a<?sure your 
JiOrdship, that nothing can be farther from 
them, than an indiiiereuce to the pahlie tran- 
qui)lity< Convinced as they are, by alt frlje ob-' 
servationsi they have )K*cn able to make, that 
the British Government is the greatest national 
lilessing vonchsafed by Divine Providence to In- 
dia for maify asjes 5 aud thatithe safety of them- 
selves and their families, am' of their native 
converts, depends in a peculiar manner ou the 
permanent prosperity of the British Govern* 
iiient;^ they^ entreat your Lordship to judge 
whether the dictates of Religion do not concur 
with those of the soundest reason, in urging 
them to promote, by every |>ossible means, the 
peace, tranqiiiliify. aud prosperity of the B^•it* 
ish Empire in }ndhi. 

3 • Your Lordship's. Memorialists humbly 
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«iitr6at permissioit further to represent, that 
they now have in the prest* translations of tlie 
^riptnre^ in the Sangsskrit, the Bengalee, the 
Hindee, the Orissa, the Mahratla^ anil tiie Giiz«. 
ze ratter languages, which they have pledged 
themselves to Ihe public in Britain, Am<t*rtca, 
and in India, to print at a stipulated priee, a 
price precluding any profit arisins to them- 
Selves from this work of public and gratuitous 
benevolence. / 

38. That for the sake of exeeiUing thesa 
works, and others which they are printing at a 
stipulated price for the College of Fort VViU 
]iam and the Asiatic Society, and the aceom- 
inouation of those concerned in them, they have, 
been obliged to purchase and fit up premises at 
an expense of more than «ixty thousand rupees; 
an expense involving ihem in debts which the 
most persevering indui^itry and the mo!4t rigid 
economy has not enabled them in seven years 
wholly to liquidate. They hitmbly entrent per- 
mission further to^state, that these premises, if. 
abandoned, could be let only for a small monihly 
rent, and 'would indeed be ineligible to any sin- 
gle family, or to persons in a ditterent line of 
business ; while premises equally spacious and 
convenient could not be obtained at Calcutta 
for the monthly rent of a thousand rupees. 

89. That in consequence of the ditTerence in 
the price of lionse rent ttn<l other necc>$saries 
pf life, natumlly existing between the metrop- 
olis of India and a small country town, the 
wages of native workmen in the printing line 
at Calcutta are nearly double those given at 
^erampore. Such works, however, as your 
lordship's Memorialists }iaye engaged in, witii 
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a view to public sale, relating eliipflr to Orien- 
tal Literature, are exceedingly limiteil and pre- 
4;nriou\f( in the sale, and will permit no addition 
being made to tho.ir price. 

40. Thsit your Lordship's Memorialists, with 
(It^ir wives and children, forming a family of 
more than thirty Europeans, are by their mis* 
sionary cirCumntances laid under the neeessilj 
of adopting a degree of. economy and frugality 
practicable only in a retired country situation 
Its well as'of training up their children (twen- 
ty in number) in the. same course : they there- 
fore entreat permission to represent to yoor 
Lordship^s consideration, that these circunw 
stances constrain them to contemplate a reitio<« 
▼al to Calcutta with the utniost dread, a» in- 
Tolving the speedy and inervitable ruin of them* 
selves and their families. 

41. They beg leave therefore to cast them-* 
ftelves on your Lordship's clemency, and \4'ith 
the utmost deference to submit their circam- 
^tances to your Lordship^ bunianity and wis^ 
dom, humbly imploring the great Author of the 
Christian Religion to pour down on your Lord^* 
ship his choicest blessings, that your Lordship's 
Government, tranquil and happy to your Lofd-^ 
ship, may be productive of the most beneficial 
and lasting effects to the millions confided to 
your Lordship's care; atid that at a very dis- 
tant period- your Lordship may receive front 
Hi^ gracious hand a crown of glory that fndeth 
not away ! We have the hononr to be, &c. 
(Signed) fiT, Cnrey^ TFm. Moore^ 

Jo, Marilvman^ Josh, Rowe^ 
Win. fVard, Felix Carey^ 
Mission House, Seramporc, SOtb Sept. 1807. - 
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No. VIII. 

NATURAL HISTORY CtLTlVATED DY.TIIE PRO- 
TESTANT MISSIONARIES IN INDIA. 

A VERY erroneou§ idea prevails io Eng- 
land respecting the general character and piir** 
suits of the Miissionanes in India. The com- 
mon impress^iun is, that they hare no occupa-» 
tion hut that of preaching. The follnwing ex- 
tracts from a late pubrieaiion of the aged Mis- 
sionary, the Rev. Dr. John, wiJI, it is hoped, 
tend to put the public mind right in this in- 
stance. 'Dr. Join; has been forty years in lii<' 
diu. being a meu)bt'r of the Mission at Tran- 
qucba'r, in the South ; and is now actively em- 
|)loyed in the benevolent work of organizing 
native schools, for the instruction of the Hin- 
doos and others in general useful knowledge. 
At these schools, it is optional for the childreii 
to learn Christian principles or not. 

" The Missionaries have not been Negligent 
of Indian literature or natural history, but havs 
communicated on these topics with the learned 
•of pas^ and present times. What Ziegenbalg, 
Walter, Widehrog, have done in the first half- 
eentury of the Mission, respecting Indian geo- 
graphy, history, and religion, ancient w ritings, 
^. may he seen in Nieeanip's Extract of tlie 
Mission Accoufits, which has been published in 
German and Latin. 

« When I arrived in India, I found in our 
Mission Library a whole press of ancient man- 
uscripts on palm leaves, concerning the Hindoo 
•or Brahmin religion, or Venahs and Shasters, 
and on medical science, of which there ^^'AS 
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coHecfe<( a manuscript book under the title of 
IVIetJieiJs IVl a 1 aba ric us, f^nd Mytholo.^ia Mala- 
hnnva, aiifJ many more Velies of botanieal ob- 
f^ervalious, wilh other te<<timonies of the manj 
lubour.s aiid attentions of tie older Missiona- 
ries in different seiences. But by the in- 
.elemcnev of the climate, and the want of means 
to preserve and pay due attention to .these lit- 
erary treasures, a §reat deal ha» been nnhappi'^ 
Jy lost. However, what was still legible uas 
-been copied, and made use of in later times. 

"Of the literary transactions in the present 
half century of tbe Mission, I will only men- 
tion with a grateful sense the merits of the lata 
Dr. Koeiiig, who was a scholar of tbe great 
Litinseirs. My collea^ne^ the Rev. Dr. Rottler, 
and myself) have proHled much by his iiidefa- 
tij^ahle zeal in cominuoTcating his extensive 
^knowledge of natural history, which he also 
shewed to many English gentlemea when he 
entenMl into the English «ervi«e. 

" Aft-r him Dr. Martini, and, in later years. 
Dr. Klein, united us in this- fdvourhe science. 
In acknowledgment of our, services, we were 
favoured by rtur philosophical friends with their 
latest works on all the brtlnches of natural his- 
tory publisfied by Chemnitz, Sehreber, Esper, 
llerbot, Wildeoow, Batsek and Russel, &c. 
To assist us in these pursuits, we found among 
the nativeSvmanv an able youth, insomuch ihat 
1 have succeeded in sending, during my stay in 
India, above an hundred faox.es of euriosUies 
<;i}ilected in many eountries aud islands in the 
Indian sens, be.<;ides the many botaniovl speci- 
mens sent by tli& Rev, Dr. RolUet and Dr. 
S^lein. 



' ** In our mhsinn garden is kept a nuraery of 
Itie best and most useful fruit trees, native and 
fbrei^nn Tiiis is open to Eirropeans and na- 
tives in our district when they wish for plants. 
if free schools shall be established and super- 
intended by intelligent school rectors from 
England and Germany, amongst (liese some 
iivill be acquainted with agriculture, grafting, 
and ^t her particolars of gardening. Much of 
this can be applied to our Indian elfmate. 
'Many barren or less cultivated lands can be 
improved, and many hilly or flat districts filled 
with timber *and fruit trees, or made to nourish 
small grains and bulbs, cotton, dying and modi* 
eal platUs, ^c. 1 am sure that many European 
gentlemen who have or wiU lay ont gardens 
will be very glad if they can procure European 
Bchool inspectors, wl'O may occasionally super- 
intend Much gardens, andjitntroct the frequent I^t 
stupid and ignorant native gardeners in the 
art of gardening. How much have I lamented 
on my travels through the country, especially 
after destructive inundations when 1 have pars- 
ed rivers, lakes, and tanks, that the banks on 
many places ar^ so ill attended to, thojigh their 
frequent failures might so ea:^ily be pre%'ented 
by planting on them the most common shruirs. 
Wheoj for instance, 1 travelled with the late 
Mr. Gericke throtigh the hills and villages 
from Chingf;lpnt to St. Thome, we conversed 
together, and both felt nuich concern that therK^ 
long tracts were so little and so insufKciently 
cultivated ; and I could not help expressing my 
wish that I might have them under my dis- 
jgosal and direction^ if they were not so dibtaut 
^ 15 



from Tranqaebar, How aianj millioiis of (be 
most useful palmeira trees, and other timber 
•and fruit trees, could be caised in the mpst bar- 
ren hilly distrkts, if tlie European iuspeetors 
of fnee schools were placed ihroogbout the 
country ; who, in their Tisitationa of the sehook^ 
mt^^ht attend to the»e objects, and engage the 
native schoolmasters with their pupils to assist 
in them at their leisure houns, and aeeordtn^ 
to their capacities. I would, indeed, paKieu* 
Jarly advise that the poor children should bjr 
ill! means sit the whole day, bent over their 
books and palmeira leaves. If Dr. Bell and 
Mr. Lancaster's plans are gradually iatrodneedy 
the youth will learn in one forenoon more than 
in an whole day, if the old custom should b^ 
continued. In the afternoon, they; can be em- 
ployed in some exercises cf |he body, in order 
to make them, from their earliest age, industri^ 
ous, laborious, and active— rfit for every useful 
business. Thus may also those European rec- 
tors of native schools, who have a knowledge 
of mechanics, or who have been dyers, weav- 
ers, carpenters, instrument makers, and those 
who liave worked in minerals, be of great use 
in this country, and may make at least some of 
tf.eir pupils acquainted with their respeetiye 
professions. 

*' The European gentlemen, judges, collec- 
tors, residents, and those in other stations in 
the Honourable Company's service, cannot at- 
tend Xo or enter into the above-mentioned de- 
tails, if they are not assisted by intelligent 
men of a lower situation, who are contented 
with small salaries;. but can render themselves of 
gre^t use under their patronage ; not only in 
attending to the schocjs, but to secondary em- 
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f^hfykfents; sneh as those before* named. My 
ate ffhd living friends, Dr. Aifderson, 'Dr, Rus« 
sel. Dr. Boxborgh, and Dr. Benjamin Heyne, 
would undoubtedly have had much greater sue* 
eess in their beneiieial researches, if they had 
found sneh assistants ^.s these in their pursuits." 
*— ^cr. €.8, John on Indian €ivHiz. jr.^o-— ^3. 
Dr. Carey and his fellow-lahmtrers i'^ the 
Korth of India have not been inattentive to na<' 
tural libtory. Dr. Carey himself has ^tndied 
it more particularly, and cultivates a small bo- 
tanical garden at Berampore. He has also at« 
tended to statistical and agrienltural subjects. 
Bee his paper <^ On the State of Agriculture ini 
ih^ District of Dinajpur ;" inserted in Asiatic 
Researches, v6l;x. art. 1. 



No. IX. 
Report of tlie IMMOLATION of FEMALES, 

between Cossimbazar, in Bcng-al, and the Mouth of 
the Hooghly, in the months of May and June, 1812. 
(Extracted from an Account of the Writings, Religi* 
on, and Manners of the Hindoos, &c. by W. Ward^ 
one of the Misaionaries at Serampore.) 



9l*fe$. 


^emak*t Kame. 


Age, *■ 


left. 


* HmbandU Cmtt, 


Kaleeka-poora 


- Hira - - 


• 18 


X 


BraHimi 


Ditto - - - 


- RadhA . 


- 22 


2 


Oilman 


Ditto ... 


- Swkhee - 


'Z3 


3 


Blacksmith 


Ditto - - - 


- Samtee - 


- 25 


2 


Brabmtm 


Ditto • - - 


- Kaomaree 


-40 


4 


Carpenter 


Baloochura 


- Kamin^e 


-32 


3 


Brahmim 


Bamttn/ya 


- Rajee ' - 


- 25 


3 


Kaist'ha 


Ditto . - • 


» Koopee <• 


-25 


2 


Brahmtm 


Sbree^nt^gura 


- Bimula • 


-31 


3 


Carpenter 


iuytt-itoxn. 


• Kot^hulya 


- 45 


5 


Gardener 


Ditto - - - 


- Five women — 


4 


Merchant 


Kashim-bazar 


- Soondtn*ec 


. 35 


3 


Goldsmith 


J);tto • ?> - 


• PfifGe ^ 


-34 


3 


Brasier 



i72 
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Placet. 



Calcutta - - 

lyuto - - . 

Ditto . . . 

Ditto . . - . 

Bii/va - - o 

Ditto - - - 

Ditto - - • 

Ditto *. - . 

Ditto - . . 

Ditto - . . 

Ditto - . . 



Femgte*! Name, 

- Shyamee 

- Ta»*a * - 

-. Soonduree • 

- Jeera 

- Riramanee - 

- Huiuna - • 

- "Mmiee - • 

- Dasee - ; 

- Bh^tgt^vwtee 

- Lwkshinee ,- 

- Shyamee 

- Mutee -  



Mana-fling^a pooraDaminee 



Ditto 

J)itto - - - 

Ditto - - - 
liurdhman 

Ditto - - - 

Ditto - - - 

JiriihmuA-\)oova 
Ny/ya-serai 
Inkoo-serai 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - - 
Slipee-njfST'ira 

Xntu'-poora 
<i©pal-n7ig7/ra 
Mantk-]j*<orrt - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto • - .- 
Ditto - - - 
Tarej»h\v?/; « - 

Ditto - '. - 

Ditto - - - 

Kiiiwlya - - 
Tcg'li/iiiya 



- Ptidina - 

- Luleeta - 

- Somee - 

- Koomai'e.e 

- Dropiidcc 

- Tripoora > 

- D?£ya 

- Njtyaiiee 

- Sidhoo . - 

- Rt/rrittnee 

- S»khee - 

- Shomee - 

- Vimwla - 

- Shyamee 

- Ktnee 

- Sona - - 

- Bhwwanee 

- Bhabinee 

- STtnrswwtee 

- V/s^kr.a 

- Shyamee 

- Prjya - • 

- Chitra - 

- Kai/ndee 

- MoImikc. 

- Sooiidurec 



Diito - - - - Shwshee - 
Ditto - - - - Ntiv^nee 



32 

19 

31 

25 

27 

16 

33 

25 

38 

60 

30 

38 

40 

33 

45 

30 

23 

31 

38 

35 

21 

35 

19 

32 

30 

31 

38 

16 

:;9 

29 

38 

19 

40 

37 

17 

52 

25 

O^ 

38 
33 
25 



2 Brahimm 

1 Goldsmith 

3 Blacksmith 
3 Kivartta 

2 Brahmi/ii 
Husbandman 

3 Oilman 

2 Golds mitk 

4 Kajpoota 

5 Washermaa 

3 Ciardener 

4 Ot)man 
3 Kaist*iia 

2 Ditto 

6 Ditto 

3 Carpenter 
RajpO0ta 
Carpenter 
Biackmith 
Ditto 
Weaver 
Potter 
Bt*ahmzni 
Ditto 
Barber 
Carpenter 
BrahmTifi 
Bagdee 
Kivtirttn 
Ditto 
Gaedener 
Oilman , 
Weaver 
B rah n urn 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Oilman 
Barber 
Kivwrtta 
Barber 
Brahmtm 
^. Brahroi^ 



n 
t> 

3 
4 
4 
o 

3 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

4 

4 

1 

4- 

2 

4 

«> 

O 

3 

3Q 



Tbis Iftst mentioued Brabnum l}acl married 
twenty -five women, thirteen of whom died dar* 
]»g his life-time ; the remaining twelve perish- 
ed with him on the funeral pile, leaving thirty 
children to deplore th^ fatal effects of this hor- 
rid system. 

Some years ago^a KooleenaBrahmun, of con- 
siderable propertT* died at Sookizehura, three 
Diiics east of Serampore. He had married more 
than forty women, all of whom died before him 
excepting eighteen. On this oeea§ion, a fire^ 
extending ten or twelve yards in lengthy was 
prepared, . into whieh the remaining eighteeh 
threw themselves, leaving more than forty 
children, many of .whom are still living. 



No. X. 

TESTIMONY of the Hon. the East-India 
Company to the Cliaracter of Mr. SivARrz.^ 

(Extracted from a JPreCice to a Funeral Sermon, preach* 
ed in St Mary's CKorch, Fort St George, by order 
of the Hon. Court of Directors, on the opening- of Mr. 
Swartz*8 Monument set up in that Church, ^y K. H. 
Kerr, D. D. Senior Chaplain of Fort St George.) 

PUBLIC DEPARTMEXT. 

To Rev. Dr, Kerr^ Sen. Chap. atFort.St.George. 

R1SYEREirJ> «IR, 

I am dheeted by the Rt. Hon. the Governor 
in Council to euelose, for your information and 

• Suppressed by the Dcngal Govermnent. 
15* 



Etidanee, the Extract of a IM« Letter f^om f ^ 
on. the Court of Direetors, Hitd to inform yom 
of fhe n ish of hi^ Lordship in Coiiiieii,that early 
ineat^nres may be tttken ftir erecting in SuMary's 
Chureh the monument wbieh has been trausmii- 
ted to thiM place by the Hon.C(](nrt9ae a tribofe of 
yespect to the memory «f the lateRerMr^Swarts. 
2. His Lordfihip in Council directs me also 
to express his confidence that your etideavotfr 
will be exerted to give every practicable effect to 
the farther sn^gentions of the Hon. Court, with 
regawl to the best means of conveying an a,de« 
quatc impression of the exalted worth of that 
revered character, and his Lordship will bo 
prepared to give every facility to the measures 
w hicfa you may propose on this sofajeet. ' 
•I have the honour to be, &e. 

G. BUCHAN, Chief Sec. 
Tnvt Sn Geoi'ffe, 16lTi Jmie, 1807. 



Extract of a Oemral Ijetterfrom England^ iff, 
the Public Department^ dQieii Oct. 29, 1806. 

3. By, our extra ship the Union, you will re« 
eeive in four pafkiug-cases, numbered i to ^^a 
marble Monument, which has been executed 
by Mr. Bacon under our direettons*. to the me- 
mory of the Rev. Chri!<tian Frederick Swartaf, 
as the most appropriate (esiiuiony of ibe deep 
sense we entertain of his transcendant merit, of 
his unwearied, and disinterested labours in the 
eauMc of religion and piety, and the exercise oV 
the purest and must exalted bcMievolenee ; a|j«o 
of his jfublic serriees at Tanjor«. where the ini* 



.flaeoee of Us n»9ie and eUarfteter^ thropA,tto 
jmbooiuled coufiffence and veiKBration yi|ii«>M\«y 
in^ired, waj* for a long coqi.se of >:^iirs'.pr«r 
dueiive^of importaDt benefiU to the Company. 
4. Ou no snlyeet has the Court of Directoffl 
been more unaBimouft, than in their .ajaxia^: de- 
.^ire to perpetuate the memory- of this entyneiU 

Ser*o%j*Hd to excite ia qthers au emiilfttiwi of 
i> great example; wt» accordingly direct^that 
the iVIoDument (je erected iA «ome eonspiwiotts 
siluatioa neatlli* aUar,. in the Church pfSt. 
Mary, in the Fort St. George; arfd that you 
adopt, in conjunction and with the assistance of 
the Rev. l>r. Kerr, the Senior Chapjiain aVyour 
Presidency, any other measures that ygur judg- 
ment shallsuggast, as likely. to give effect to 
these our intent ion^i, and torender them impres- 
give on the miods of the public at your settle- 
ment. As one of the mo*t cfiieacious, we Wjauld 
recommend that, on the first Sunday after the 
erection of the Monument, a discourse adapted 
to the occasion be delivered by the Senior Chap- 
Jttio. We desire also that the niUive iuhalii- 
tanls, by whpm Mr.Swartz was so justly rever- 
ed, may be '|>i3rmitted and eneoura^^d to view 
.the Monument, after it shall have been erected ; 
and that transiation» be made of the Inscription 
'into the country lan^oas^es, be pubHshed at Ma- 
dni8, and copies sent to Tanjore and the- other 
districts in which Mr* Swartz occasioiially i'e- 
sided and established seminaries fur religious 
instruction. 

5. We wo.ra much ,^'atified by Ic^inHn?^ that 
his ExeeHw.cy the Hiifah Dl'Tanjorc had also 
heon desirous of iirecting a Mm^Hment to the 
jneaiory of Mr. Svv^rtx, in the Cfearch^whieh 
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was bailt by Mr. Swwrtz him§€\t in-tbe inner 
fort of Ihat capital, and had seat direetfoAs ae- 
eordiiiigly to this eountrj, in conseqoence of 
which a Monument has been exeeuted by Mr. 
Flaiman, We shall give direetions for its be- 
liig reeeived on board one of our ships free of 
freight ; and we d&ire that yon ^ ill afford ere- . 
ry facility towards i^s conveyance to Tanjore* 
(A true Bstrftet) G. 6. KEBLE, See. 



COPY 

OF THE INSCRIPTION ON 

Mtr SWARTZ^A MONUMENT. 

f Dictated hy the Hon. Ctmrt of Directors. J 

SACRED TO THE MEMORY 

of the Rktbriwd Fredebick Christian Swartz, 

l^'bose life was one continued effort to imitate the 

Exampte of his BLESSED MASTER. 

Eaipji^ed as a Prote.stant Missionary from the 

GovEBiraiEST OF DE:«MAilK, 

And in the same character by the Society in E^fOi^KD 

, for the Promotion of Christian Kndwkdge, : 

He, d«?ing ft period of fifty tfjlrs, *' Went ab^^it 

Doing Good ;** " . 

Manifibstinjf, in respect to himself the moit entire 

abstraction from te]j|poral views, . - 
But embracing every opportunity of promoting bolfc 
the temporaji and eternal Welfare of .others. 
In him BEXieioy appeared not with a gloomy asiiect 

or forbidding mien. 

But with a graceful form and placid dignity. 

Among the many fruits cf bis indelaiigable Inbouj-s was 

• the erection of the church at Tajejorb. 
The savings from a small salaty were, for many year% 
• devoted to the pious work, 

And the remainder of the expence supplied by 
Individuals, at his solicitation. . 



The Christian SMuiniiriet »t R^^TTJt«poiuT« and itv ,.« 
The XijrxKFEtLT province were established, by hijp, » 

, Beloved and honoured by Europeans,. 

fie tras, if possible, held in stiU deeper reverence by fhft 

natives of this country, <of every dcgi'ee & every see* *^ 

And their unboutided confidence in km Intesfiiy An4 

. Truth was, on. miiny occasions rendei^^d highly 

beneficial to tlie public service. 

The POOR and the injured 

Looked up to him as an unfailing friend and advocate ; 

• The QRKjtT and FOWs^ftFUL ' * 

ConciuTcd in yielding' him the hi|i^hest lK)magc ever paid 
in this Quarter .^'the Globe to Euuop&ax virtue. . 
The lale Hywkh Ally CaWk, 
In the midst of a bloody and vindictive war with th© 

Carwatic, setit orders to his Officers "to permit 
the venerable fathkr Swartz to pass unmolested, and 
\ shew him. Inspect and kindness, /or lie is a 
Holy Man and means no harm to my Government." 
The late Tuljaja, Uajah of Tanjohe, 
when on his death-bed, desired to entrust to his protect- 
ing care his adopted Son, Sbrfojeb, the present llajah, 
• with the administration of all affairs of his Ojountry. 
On a spot of groiuid granted to him by the same Prince» 
.two Miles i^ast of Tanjore, 
He built a House for his lies'ideucc sa^ made it aa 
' orphan asylum. 

Here the last twenty years of liis life were spent in th€ 
education ajid religious instruction of Children, 
Particularly those of mdigent parents-r>whom he 
gratuitously maintained sind instructed : 
And hercj on the 13 ih of February, 1798, 
Surrounded by his infitnt flock and in the presence of 
several of ins discoitsoiale brethren. 
En treating t hem to continue to make UKUoioar 
, the first object of their cai^e. 

And imploring with his last breath the Divine Blessing^ 

on their Liibouis, he closed 
His U*uly Clu'istian Cai'eer, in tlje r2d year of his Age. 

THS EasT'Ixpia Compa!vy, 

Anxious to perpetuate tlie memory of such transcemlant 

Worth, and gratefully sensible of the Public Benefits - 

which resulted from its influence. 
Caused Uiis Monument to be erected, A. D. 1^7, 
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No. XI. 

f 

The AFOLOGY of Mr. Sn^inrz, in Aimver 

to u Speech ddivered in the British FarHa- 

mefU, in i79S.'^fEMraeted fr&m the Pro^ 

: ceedinga of the Honourath Society ftrr pro^ 

moting Christian Knowledge.) 

4 

A LETTBR* has been received from Mr. 
Hwartz^dsted atTanjofe^ February 18, i^Q*, 
written in eonsequenee of bis* hiving perused 
^t VaUAm^ in a newspaper ealled the Courier, 
of Friday, May \^4tb9 1793, some animadrer* 
tfions on their Mission, 4ho Missionaries in gen* 
eral, and himseif in partieular, Und containing 
a vindieation of hi nf self, the other Missiona-. 
ries, and the Missions, againH the misrepre- 
aenla^ons prodneed to the public- iii those ani- 
madversrons. This letter, being of a partien* 
kbrly interesting nature, the Society judge fit 
to produse at length. 

Tanjore, February 13, 1794. 
M^verend and dear Sir^ 

As his Majesty's 74th ftegiment is partly 
stationed at TanjOre^ and partly at Vallani, 
siK English miles distant from Tanjore, we 



* As the Societf, after forty years' experience, h«f^ 
had constant reason to approve of Mr. Swartz*s int^gri^ 
ty and veracity as a correspondent, his zeal as a promos 
tier of Christian knowledge, and his labours as a Missis 
onary ; they take this opportunity of acknowledging 
his faithful services, and recommending his letter to 
the consideration of the public, as cpntaining* a just 
statement of facts relating to the Mission, believing^ 
^fr. S. iff incapable of departing froaa tlie truth in tbo 
minutest partimjiar. 



eummdnly go once iwa week to Valtam, to per<» 
form Divine service to four eomf anies of that 
regimeot. 

When I lately went to that pla«e, the 250th 
niiiAber of a newspaper, called the Courier, 
Friday evening, Majr ^th, i793, was eommu^ 
nicated to me. 

In that paper I found a paragraph, delivered 
by Mr« Mon4gonierijeCaonpheH.(who eame out 
to India wit|i 8ir Archibald CaMphell, in thcf 
•tatfoa of a Private Secfotadry,) wherein my 
name was mentioned in the following manner r 
, ^< Mr« M. Campbell gave his decided vote^ 
against the clause, aud reprobated the idea of 
eonverting the Oentoos. it is true, Missiona* 
rieSjhave made proselytes of. tiie Parriars ^ but 
they were the lowest order of people, and had 
even degraded the rel^pon they piofessed to 
embrace. 

^^ Mr. Swart^,- whose character was held so 
deservedly high, could not have any reason to 
boast of the. purity of hia followers : they were 
proverbial for their proftigaey. An instaaec 
occurred to his recolleetioii ^perfectly in point : 
he had been preaching for ifiany h'burs lo thia 
east of proselytes on the heinousness of theft, 
and, in the heat of his discourse, taken off Min 
stock, when that and his gold buckle were stol- 
en by one of his virtuous and enlt|^htened con* 
gregation. In such a description of natives 
did the doctrine of tlic Missioiiaries cerate. 
Men of high Cibtt would spurn at the i^lea of 
changins^ (he religion of their ancestors." 

As \\i\*i paragraph is found in a pftblie pa- 
per, I thnugtkt it would not displease the Hon* 
ou ruble Society to make a few observations 0% 



<80 . Appeirmir, 

It ; not fb boast (whieh I defest,) but to Aetlstte 
the plsiiA truth, and to defend my brethren asd 

About seventeen years aajo, when 1 resided 
At Triehino{ioIy^ 1 visited the Congregfttimi ftt 
Tanjore." ' In my road I arrived very early at 
a village which is inhabited by Collanes (a set 
of people wh6 are infamous for slealiiig; evea 
the name of a CoUary, or .better Callen^ signi- 
fies a thief.) These Collaries make nightly 
excursions in order to rob. They drive away 
hulioeks and sheep, and whatever they ean find ; 
for which outrage they annually pay iSOO 
ehokr, or 7i$0 pagodas, to the Rajah. 

Of this casi of people, many live in the Tan- 
jore country, still more in Tond t man's eountry, 
and likewise iti the Nabob's country. 

When i armed at one Of these villages, call- 
ed Tiujalfjor, I took oif my stock, putting it on 
a sand-lmnk. Advancing a Ijltle, to look out 
fdr the man #ho had earried my linnen clothes; 
1 wil<^ n'gurdfess of the stock; at which time 
stAme thievish boys took it awav- Not one 
grown person was present. * When the Inhabi- 
tants heard of the theft, they desired, me to coft- 
fine alt those boys, and to punish them as se- 
verely as I pleased ; but I refused to dt> thatj 
not thinking that the trifle M'hich I had l^st uad 
worfh so mufeh trouble. ' 

That such boys, whose fathers are professed 
thieves, slfould commit a theft, can be no mat- 
ter of wonder. AH the village were l^eathens 5 
not one € hris^tfan family was found therein.—*. 
-Many of our gentlt^men, travelling through 
ituu vlliuge, have been robbed. 
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The trifle of a buek)e I did not therefore lose 
by a Cbristia^^ a» Mr. M. Campbell wiil have 
it, but by heathen boys. 

Neither did I preach at that time ; Mr. M. 
Campbell saya that I preached, two hours. I 
i^id not so much as converse with any mau. . * 

This poor story, totally misrepresented, is 
alleged byvMr. M. Campbell to prpve the profti- 
gacy. of Christians, whom he called with a 
speer,. ^' virtuous and enlightened people." * 

if Mr, M. Campbell has no better proof, 
his conclusion is built, upon a bad founda(ioni 
and I shall not admire his logic: truth h 
against him. 

Neither is it twie, that the best part of those 
people who have been instructed are Purriars. 
Had Mr. M. Campbell visited, even once, our 
Church, he would have observed that more than 
two tliirds were of the higher cast ; and so js it 
lit Traiiquebar and Vepery. 

pur intention is not lo boast; but this I may 
gafely say, that many of those, people who have 
been instructed have left this world with com- 
fort, and with a well grounded hope of ever- 
lasting life. 

That some of those who have been instructed 
and baptized, have abused the benefit of in-, 
stniction, is eertain : but all sincere servants 
of God, nay, even the Apostles, have experienc- 
ed this grief. 

It is asserted, that et Missionary is a difi> 
grace to any country. Lord Macartney and 
the late General Coote would have entertained 
a very dii!erent opinion. They, and many oth- 
er gentlemen, know itnd acknowlcdt^e, 4hat the 

16 
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Missionaries hare been beneficial to Gorern- 
ment, and a comfort to the country. 

Thi:3 I am able to prove in the strongest 
manner. Many gentlemen who live now in 
Bngiand, and in this eountry, would corroborate 
my assertion. 

That the Reverend Mr. Qericke has been of 
eminent service at Cuddalore, every gentleman, 
M'ho was at Cuddaiore at the time when the war 
broke out, knows. He was the instrument in 
the hands of Providence, by which Cuddaiore 
was saved from plunder and bloodshed. 

He saved many gentlemen from becoming 
prisoners to Hyder, which Lord Macartney 
kiudly acknowledged. 

When Negapatam, that rich and populous 
city, fell into the deepest poverty, by tl|e una- 
voiliable consequences of war, Mr. Gericke be-, 
hayed like a father to the distressed people of 
that city. He forgot that he had a ramily to 
provide for. Many im^poverished families were 
supported by him ; so that when I, a few months 
ago, preached and administered the Sacrament 
in tliat place, I saw many who owed their and 
their children's lives to his disinterested care. 
8i:rely this, my friend, could not be called a 
disgrace to that place. "When the Honourable 
Society ordered him to attend the Congregation 
at Madras, all lamented his departure: and ift 
Madras, he is esteemed by the Governor and 
many other gentlemen to this day. 

It is a most disagreeable task to speak of 
one's self. However, I hope that the Honoura- 
ble Society will not look upon son;e observa- 
tions wiiich I am to make, us a vain and sinful 
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bnastin^ but rather as a necessary self-defence. 
Meilher the Missionaries, nor any of the Chris* 
tians, have hurt the welfare of the country. 

In the time of war, the Fort of Tanjore was 
10 a distressed condition. A powerful enemy 
was near, the people in the Fort numerpus, aad 
not provision even for the garrison. There 
was grain enough in the country, but we had 
no bullocks to bring it into the Fort. When 
the country people formerly brought paddy in- 
to the Fort, the rapacious Dubashes. deprived 
them of their due pay : hence all conmlencp 
ivas lost, so that the inhabitants drove away 
their cattle, refusins to assist the Fort. The 
late Rigah entreatecf the people, by. his mana- 
gers, to come and help us ; but all was in vain. 

At last the Rajah said to one of our princi- 

pal gentlemen : '^ fVe ally you and J, haye losf 

our credit : let us try whether the inhabitants 

will trust Mr. SwartzJ^^ Accordingly he sent 

me a blank paper^ empowering me to make a 

proper agreement with the people. Here wa» 

no time &r hesitation. The Sepoys fell down 

as dead people, being emaciated with hunger : 

our streets were lined with dead corpses every 

momiug : our condition was deplorable. I 

sent, therefore, letters every where round about, 

promising to pay any one with my own hands, 

and to pay them for any bullock which might 

be taken by' the enemy. In one or two days, I 

got above a thousand bollocks, and sent one of 

our Catechists and other Christians into the 

country. They went at the risk of their lives, 

made all possitiile haste, and brought into the 

Fort, in a very short time, 80,000 kallann. By 

±7 
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this means the Fort was saved. When all wa« 
over, I pail! the people (even with some money 
whieh belonged to others,) made thenf a small 
present, and sent them home. 

The next year, when Colonel Braithwaitc 
with his whole detachment was taken prisoner^ 
Major Alcock commanded this Fort, and be- 
haved verj kindly to the poor starring people. 
We were then, the «econd time, in the same 
miserable condUion. The enemy always in- 
vaded tJie country when th^ harvest was nigh 
at hand. 1 was again desired to try my for- 
mer expedient, and succeeded. The people 
knew that they were not to be deprived of their 
pay : they therefore came with their cattle. 
But now the danger was greater, as the enemy 
was very near. The Christian* conducted the 
in !i a hi tan Is to proper places, surely wHh no 
small danger of losing their lives. A'ccord- 
ingly they wept, and went, and supplied the 
Fort with ^grain. When the inhabitants were 
paid, I strictly inquired^ whether any of the 
Christians had taken from them a presetit. 
'They all said, " No, no ; as we were so regu- 
larly paid, we offered to your Cateehist a cloth 
of small value, but he absolutely refused it." 

But Mr. Campbell says, that the Christians 
are profligate to a proverb. 

If* Mr. M.Campbell was near me^ I would 
-explain to hira who are the profligate people 
who drain the contitrv. When a Dnbash, in 
the space of ten or fifteen years, scrapes to- 
gether, two, three, or four lacks of pagodas, 
is not this extortion a high degree of profit* 
gacy? 
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. Nay, Government was obliged to send an 
order, that three of those Gentoo Dubaslies 
should quit the Taojore country. The enor- 
mous crimes eommiUed by them filled the 
country with complaints ; but I have no mind 
to enumerate. them. 

It is asserted, that the inhabitants of the 
country would sufier by Missionaries. 

If the Missionaries are sincere Cliristiaps. it 
U impossible that the inhabitants should sufrer 
any damage by them: if they are not what 
they profess to be, tlrey ought to be dismissed. 

When Sir A. Campbell was Governor, and 
Mr. M. Campbell his Private Secretary, the 
inhabitants of the Tanjore country were so 
miserably oppressed by the Manager .and the 
Madras Dubashes, that they quitted the country. 
Of coarse, all enltivation ceased. In the month 
of June, the cultivation should commence ; but 
nothing was done, even at the beginning of 
September. Every oue dreaded the eahiniily 
of a famine. I entreated the Rajali to remove 
that shameful oppression, and to recal the in* 
habitants. He sent them word, that justice 
should be done to them; but they disbelieved 
liis promises. He then desired uie to write to 
them, and to assure them, that he, at my inter- 
cession, would shew kindness to them. I did 
9^. -All immediately returned ; and first of all^ 
the Kaller (;t as they are commonly called 
CoUaries) believed my word, -jo that 7,000 men 
<^ame back in one day. The other inhabitants 
followed their example. When I exhorted 
them to exert themselves to the utmost because 
the time for cultivation was almost lost, they 

18 
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replied in (lie ibllovving maBiierr ^^ As you have 
shewed kindness to us, you shall not have reason 
to repent of it : we intend to* work night and 
day, to shew our regard for yo«.'' 

Sir A. Campbell was happy when be heard 
of it ; and we had the satisfaotioa of having a 
hotter crop than the preceding year. 

As there was hardly any administration of 
justice, I begged and entreated the Rajah to 
eistabiish justice in his country. ^^ W«li," taid 
he, '^ let me know wherein my people are op- 
pressed." 1 did so. He immediately consent- 
ed lf» my proposal t and told his omnager, that 
he shnuld feel his indignation, if the oppression 
did not cease immediately. But he soon died : 
he did not see the execution. > 

When the present Rajah began his reign, I 
put 8ir A. CampbeJI in miod o.f that necessary 
point. He desired me to make a plan for a 
court of juslice, which I^ did ; but it was soon 
neglected by the servants of the Rajah, who 
conunonly sold justice to the best bidder. 

When the Honourable Company took pos- 
flcssion of the country, during the war^ the plan 
• for introducing JHsliee was reassamed, by which 
many people were made happy. But when the 
jcountry was restored to the Rajah the former 
irregalaritic? took place. 

During the asi^nmption, Government desired 
me to assitit the gentlemen collectors. The 
district towards 'the west of Tanjore had been 
•very much neglected, so that the water-eonrses 
had not been eleau.<$ed for the lastfifieen vears. 
J proposed that the" collector s^iotild advance 
600. pagodas to cleanse those water-eours«r$. 
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'The genllemen eonsented, if I would inspect 
<Che business. The work wasbe^im and finish; 
ed, being inspected by Christians. AH' that 
part of the country rejoiced in getting 100,000 
kallams more than before. The inhabitants 
confeesed, that instead of one kalian^ they now 
reaped four. 

No inhabitant has snffered hy Christians : 
irone has complained of it. On the contrary ^ 
one of the richest inhabitants said to me; ^^Sir, 
if you send a person to us, send one who has 
learned all your Ten Commandnients,'' F«r 
he and many hitndred inhabitants had been 
present, when I explained the Christian doc- 
trine to Heathens and Christians. 

T4ie inhabitants dread the conduct of a 
Madras Dubash. . These people lend m^ney to 
the Rajah at an exorbitant interest, and then 
are permitted to collect their money and inter- 
eat in an appointed fJistrict. It is needless to 
Biention the consequences. 

When the Collaries eommittpd great out- 
rages in their plundering expeditions, Sepoys 
were sent out to adjust matters ; but it had no 
effect. Government desired me to inquire intot 
the thievish business : I therefore sent letter* 
to the head Collaries. They appeared. We 
found out, in some degree, how much the Taai* 
' jore and Tondaman's and the Nabob's Collaries 
had stolen; and we insisted upon restoration, 
which was done accordingly. 

At last all gave in writins:, that they Mould 
steal no more. Tl^is promise they kepi fop 
#fglit months, and then they began their old 
work; however, not as before. Had the in- 
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speetion over tlieir eonduet been eontloiieii:^ Uiey* 
might have beeo made useful people. 1 in^ist-r 
ed upon their eultivating theii* fickk, which 
they really did. But if the demands beeaio& 
erorbitant, they haye no resouroe, as tbey ihiiik^ 
but that of plundering. 

At last some of those thievish Collaries de- 
sired to be instructed. I said, ^' I am obliged 
to instruct you ; but I am 4^fraid that yon wil4 
beeomo very bad Christians." Their promise^ 
Mere fkir. I instructed them ; and when they 
had a tolerable knowledge, I baptized them. 
Having baptized them, I exhorted them to steal 
no more, but to work industriously. After that 
I visited them ; and having examined their 
knowledge, I desired to see (heir work. I ob* 
served withi pleasure, that their fields were ex- 
cellently cultivated. " Now," said Ij " Q»e 
thing remains to be done; you must pay you^ 
tribute readily, and not ^va^it till it is exacted 
by military force," which otherwise is theiff 
custom. Soon after that, I found that they had 
paid off their tribute exactly. 

The only complaint against those Christiaa 
Collaries was, that they refused' to go. upon 
plundering expeditions as they had done before. 

Now I am well aware, that some will accuse 
me of boasting. I confess the charge willingly, 
hut lay all the blame upon those who havecoa- 
strained me to commit that folly. 

I might have enlarged my account ; but fear- 
ing that some characters would have suffered 
by it, I stop here. 

One thing, however, I affirm, before God and 
man, that if Christianity, in its plain and undis- 
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goiaed form, was properly promoted, the country 
would Dot suffer, but be benefited by it. 

If Christians were employed in some impor- 
tant offices, they should, if they misbehaved, be 
doubly punished; but to reject them entirelt^ 
is not right, apd discourageth. 

The glorious God^ and our blessed Redeemer, 
has commanded his Apostles to preach the Gos^- 
pel to all nations. 

The knowledge of God, of his divine perfec- 
tions, and of his mercy to mankind, maybe abus- 
ed ; but there is no other method of reclaiming 
mankind, than by instructing them well. To 
hope that the heathens will live a good life, 
without the knowledge of God, is a chimera. . 
^ The praise bestowed on the heathens of this 
country by many of our historians, is refuted by 
a close (I might also say by a superficial) in- 
spection of their lives. Many historical works 
are more like romances than history. Many 
gentlemen here are astonished how some histo- 
rians have prostituted their talents, by writing 
fables.* 

I am now at the brink of eternity ^ but to this 
moment I declare, that I do not repent of having 
spent forty-three years in the service of my Di- 
vine Master. Who knows but God may remove 
some of the great ob«iiacIes to the propagation of 

• I would not apply the above censure pronounced, 
by Mr. Swartz, on certain accounts which he had peru- 
sed, to the pancg-yric on the Hindoos, which we have 
recently h<*ard frcim Mr. Buller, Mt*. Marsh, and others ; 
but I woutd only beg* leave to suggest to tliem, a more 
measured phrase in (Icscnblnj^ the character of any l*a- 
g'xn people ill thecal^ uf the British public. 
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the Guspel P Sliould a reformation take pfaee 
amongst th^ Europeans^ it would, do doubt, be 
the i^reijvtest blessing to the eountry. 

These observations I beg leave tp lay before 
ihe Honourable Society, with my humblB thanks 
lor aH their benefits bestowed on this work, and 
iiiucere wishes that their pious and generous, 
endeavours to disseminate the knowledge of 
(vod) and Jesus Christ, n^ay be beneficial to, 
^any thousands. 
I am sincerely, 

- Reverend and dear Sir, 
YQur affectionate brother and humble servant,^ 

(Signed) C. F. SWARTZJ^ 
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